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| The Gzeat Pzopitiation ; 


OR, 
Ci, FACTION; d 
AND | 
Man's Juſtification by it upon 
his FAITH; that is, Belief of, 
and Obedience to the Goſpel. 


Endeavoured to be made eaſily intel- 


ligible, and to appear rational and weil 
accountable to ordinary Capacities 3 and | 
ſo more lovely and amiable. In fome' 
Sermons preached, 6&<, 
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The Great Propitiation, &c. 


Rom. 3. 24, 25, 26. 


Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
of - through the redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt : Whom God hath ſet 

forth to be a propitiation, through 

| faith in his blood, to declare his righ- 
teonſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that 
are paſt, through the forbearance of 

| God, Todeclare, IT ſay, at this time, 
his righteouſneſs , that he might be 
Juſt, and the juſtifier of him that be« 
lieveth in Jeſus. Top emit mites Ins 
That ts, of the faith of Jefus,of the 
Chriſtian Faith. | 


Y Deſign here is, to make 
M the Chriſtian Religion., in 
theſe greatparts of it Chriſts 
SatisfaGion and Mins Juſtification by 
It, plainly accountable,and fo more a= 
miable unto you, A 2 Ifhal 
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The G:eat P2opitiation: or, 

I ſhall enter into the Body of this 
Diſcourſe, by theſe preliminary 
lteps. | 

1. God having created man a ra- 
tional creature, capable of moral go- 
vernment, is, by immediate reſultan- 
cy, his King and Governour, and ſo 
giveth him a Law, which was not on- 
Iy a Law with a Commination, but a 
Covenant with a Promiſe of eternal 
Happineſs, upon perfe& and perpe- 


tual Obedience; and ,as a Law.,threat-. 


ned Death upon every Diſobedience. 
Curſed is he that continueth wot in all 


things written in the law to dothem. 


2, Man loſeth all; becometh ob- 
noxious to the Curſe: to ſuch a Curſe 
as might make us ſay with Aoſes, We 
exceedingly fear and quake, when we 
hear. or ſpeak, or think of it. 

3. What ſhould God now do? 


Should he pardon ? Should he let go 


this hold of us? Should this horrible 


Threat and Sanction of the Law va- 


niſh intro ſmoak ? We would be apt 
Indeed through felf-love to ſay, Yea, 
by all means pardon us . and do not 
inflict the Penalty. But could give 


no - 


Chiſts Satisfaction. 
no reaſon, but, Pardon us, right or 
wrong. But this is as if an offender 
ſhould ſay, The Law is juſt and equal, 
execute it theretore upon others. but 
ſpare me, itisI : asif a weak Muther 
ſhouldſfay, when her Son 1s convitt of 
Felony, Spare him, he is my Son. But 
theſe words are not diftates of Rea- 
ſon, but meerly of folly , (elf-love, 
and intereſt. All mercy 1s not a ver- - 


. tue, but that which will conſiſt and 


comport with other perfcftions of 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs ; other- 
wile it is 8 blemiſh, weakneſs, and 
fooliſh pity, 

I grant here; The Truth of God 
would be no hinderance to this Par- 
don : For a Rector and Law. giver by 


| meer threatning , by making a Law 


with an annexed Penalty , doth not 
in ſo doing part with his ſupra-legal 
Power, with his Power of diſpenling 
with his Law, except he reveal that 
he will not in any caſe diſpenſe with 
it : For, Threatnings of themſelves 
do only conſtitute the dueneſs of pun- 
i/hment, arid make the Offender ob- 
noxious; Promiſes indeed -give a 

A 3. righr 
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The Gzeat P2opittation : or, 
right to the party to whom they are 
made : which the party promiſing 
cannot diilolve, or take away with- 
out his conſent; and to break them, 
would be falſhood and untaithful- 
neſs. If a Parent threaten to beat his 
Child if he commit ſuch an offcace, 
he is ordinarily bound fo todo; it 
would be fickleneſs and a looſning 
of his Authority ( which he is bound 
to keep up) to do otherwiſe 3 but he 
1s not ſo bound , as to be guilty of 
untruth; if he do otherwiſe, you 
caunot fay he lyed. Threatnings 1m- 
mediately and eflentially do only 
conſtitute this, That the Rector ſhall 
have this authority over you, which 
he may at his pleaſure execute; and 
it would be to deltroy government 
ordinarily. not to execute them, not 
to keep his laws ſacred and inviola-+ 
ble: But he that threatneth, may yet 
pardon, without being guilty of un- 
truth 5 his truth doth not hinder, but 
other things. And we are ſure, God 
hath not executed this Law ; elſe all 
offenders had utterly periſhed for it 
threatned the offenders, And Truth 

doth 


Chzils Satisſaction, 

doth as much obli;e to inflict it on 
the offenders,as to in{lict it ai all. Now 
theſe things ordinarily hinder Go- 
vernours from diſpenſing with thetr 
Laws; and {> they would be hinder- 
ances unto God here frum meerly 
pardoning. | 

i. Should God meerly pardon ; 
This doth not become a Governour 
that hath made a Law in wiſdom ;, to 
do fo, would be ro caſt an imputation 
on himſcit of weakneſs, either 1a 
Power or Wiſdom: In Power, as if 
he was weak and unable to vindicate 
his injured Law : In his Wiſdom, as 
it he thought his Law unequal , or 
raſhly and unadviſedly made ; and as 
it he thought his injured Law unwor- 
thy of a vindication. Meerly ro par- 
don, would beto caſtdirt in his own 
face, and to proſtitute the honour of 
his Power, Wildom, and tiolizels, 
through fooliih pity , as if his Law 
was not holy. jult, and good. 

2, Snouid God meerly pardon, It 
would beto weaken his rule and go- 
vernment over Angels and Men. To 
ſuff:r m:ntio trample on the Majeſty 

ow 'Y of 


>) 


Rom. 35, 


The Geat ÞPzopitiation : or, 
of God, withoyt a vindication of his 
Honour, would be to encourage of- 
tenders by impunity. That ReCtor is 
gulity of violating the authority of 
his own Laws, that executeth not the 
threatned ſeverity of the Laws a- 
gainſt offenders. And if God ſhou!d 
do thus, we might put the Apoſtle's 
queſtion, How ſhould God judg the 
world? How ſhould he then rule the 
world ? Who but they would have 


ſaid, If God diſpenſe once ſo lightly 


vvith his threatnings, and vvithout a 
valuable fatisfation,why may he not 
do fo again? and who will value his 
threats? To ask for this, That God 
would meerly pardon; would be to 
ask, That God would ceaſe to be 
King of the World; and he might 
ſay, as Solomon to Adonijah, Let him 
#5k the kingdom alſo, as well as ask 
that which in honour I cannot grant. 
How could he matntain State , and 
Port, and Governwent in the World, 
if he make himiclt appear fo facile 
and fickle. Thus you ſee reaſons 
why God ſhould not pardon and di- 
frenle with his Law, Meertiy to par- 

don, 
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Chailts Satisfaction. 


don, would have been an intolerable 
foul blot and ſtain in the face of 
that his Government, wherein he de- 
ſigned to pleaſe himſelf in the difſ- 
playing and contemplating the glory 
of his Attributes. 

4. Should God therefore execute 
the Law according to the threat up- 
on all offenders to all eternity ; this 
indeed would be juſt and righteous, 
and plain without difficulty ; and we 
muſt have ſaid , Thy ways, O Lord, 
are equal, for ours were unequal : 
But then theſe inconveniences had 
followed : 

1. God would have loſt the glory 


| of this Goſpel-Juſtice, this kind of 


Juſtice, this wiſe and ſtupendious Ju- 
ſtice, of this Juſtice and Righteoul- 
neſs ina Myſtery ; the glory of be- 
ing juſt and merciful, puniſhing the 
juſt for the unjuſt; of laying the 
chaſtiſement of others peace upon 


| his innocent Son; which isa glory of 


Juſtice beyond that ( as I ſhall make 
appear ) which would have been in 
executing It upon all men to all eter- 
alty, 

2, fie 


; foul 
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2. He would have loſt the glory 
of his Mercy, the glory of that Grace 
and Mercy which fills the hearts of 
his people with love, and the mouths 
ot Men and Angels with high praiſes 
of God. and lays the greatcſt obli- 
gation on the World. 

3. All Religion had utterly p-riſh- 
ed out of the earth, #rath had fullen 
in the ſtreets, anda righteouſneſs periſh- 
ed from theearth ;, there being no tor- 
oivencis with him that he might be 
feared , there would have been no 
fear, no filial fear of God; no love 
to God, he not beginning 1n love ta 
us while enemies; no coming to God, 
for he thar cometh to God ,, muſt be- 
Iicve thac God 1s. and that he 18 a re- 
warder of tuch, coming and return- 
ig toiim; no hope and ſo no moti- 
on. hope being the fpring of obedis 
erice. Thee would have been na 
toundation tor Religion in the 
VWorid. 

4. All mankind had utterly periſh- 
Ed, aid ſy we might have cryed , as 
they over Benjamin, Of a Tribe be- 
ing tallca ia Tſruel, So a Tribe, a 

whole 


Chaiſts Satisfaction. IT 
whole Tribe, a goodly Tribe of tae 
Creation had been utterly lo{t ; ſuch 
a Tribe, ſuch a beautitul Piece of 
God*s Creation, that ſometimes it 1s 
called all creatures, and every crea- Mark.16. 
ture. As 1t a Man was the whole coli. 25 
Creation , being fo conſiderable a 
part of it, It was not ſo with the 
Angels; it was only ſome of them 
that left their firſt eſtate, and fo 
ſome of them reſerved in chains of 
darkneſs; but here It would have 
been all, Some of the Trees of that 
Heavenly Paradiſe were lett ſtand- 
ing 3 but all the Trees of this our 
Earthly would have-been tor Fuel, 
and not one for Fruit. 

I mention not. theſe things, as if 
God needed to value them, or as if 
he muſt be moved with them, fo as 
that he could not do otherwiſe than 
he hath done. No. we mult (t1]1 ſap- 
pole, as 1t were, a great contelt be- 
tween his Mercy or Pity, and his 
ſtrict Juſtice 3 his Juſtice enclining 
him to execute it upon the offenders; 
and his Mercy prevailing and carry- 
ing away the day, to provide and 

accept 
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TheGzeat Pzopitiation: or, 
accept of an Offering, a Propitia- 
tion. | 
But T bring 1n theſe, to ſhew, there 
were great reaſons to diſpenſe with 
the Law, If it might be done with 
ſafety to his other Attributes. And 
theſe great ends will fo far ſupport 
and maintain ſuch a diſpenſation with 
the Law (if there can be found out 
a compenſation, a due reparation, to 
the injured Law, to doit with ho- 
nour and juſtice) that he cannot be 
accuſed of Levity, of being fickle, 
of diſpenſing with it lightly , upon 
flight grounds and motives ; but up- 
on ſufficient ones, though not neceſ- 
fary ones: For though Legiſlators 
may diſpenſe with their Laws, yet it 
is a weaknelstodo it upon {leight or 
no grounds. 

5. Had Gad faid to faln man, as 
Moſes once to Pharoah, Glory over 
me in this; take thou this honour o- 
ver me, to appoint the time when the 
Plague of Frogs hall be removed : 
So, had God laid, Glory over me 3 
take this honour over me, toappoint 


what | ſhould now dofor you: Had 


Gad 


Chriſts Satisfaction, 


God ſaid, Sit down and conſider; yea, 
and take Angels to affiſt you in coun- 


: . ſel, and tell me, how Imay in theſe 


circumſtances of things do you good 
and my ſelf no hurt in my govern- 
ment ; ſhew mercy to you. and dono 
wrong, no diſhonour to my ſelf; caſt 
no blemiſh on my Law, Rule, and 
Government, and I will do it : We 
muſt yet have periſhed 3 the redemp- 


7 tion of the Soul is precious, and 


would have ceaſed for ever. We 
might have wept, as John did, to 
think none worthy to open the Book: 
We might have ſaid, Lo, this we have 
by conſidering found out, that God 
cannot ſuffer, and that the Creature 
cannot fatisfie to eternity; and there- 
fore our condition is hopeleſs. our 
bones are dried, our hope1s loſt,and 
we are cut off for our parts. The 
Wiſdom of Men and Angels could 
not have known ſuch a thing poſli- 
ble, that God and Man could be fo 
nearly joined. as to become one Per- 
ſon; that God might ſuffer being 
Man, and fatisfie being God. And 
further , Who durſt have mace ſuch 

| a mo- 
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a motion? Who durſt have let ſuch 
a thing enter into their thoughts , 
The juſt to ſuffer forthe unjuſt, God 
for Man? which yet God freely of- 
fered and gave. 

6. Though this way Tam ſpeaking 
of,could not be of Humane or Ange- 
lical Reafſun's ready finding out, yet 
It would be of right Reafon's ready 


acceptance when found out. Right 


Reaſon woula ſay, Could God nuw 
find out a way to «diſpenſe with, and 
not execute the Law, and yet keep 
up the repute of the Law, and of his 
Honour and Juſtice, as high, as if it 
had been in the very word executed; 
could he find out a way. not to exe- 
cute this dirctul Threat, and vet ward 
off thoſe unbecoming refieftions of 
not being Holy, Juſt, and a Hater of 
Sin; and of not being of purer eyes 
than to behold Iniquity unrevenged; 
and to keep and ſecure the Crea:ure 
{till in obedience, ſo as noencourage- 
ment to come to tranſgreſlors of his 
Laws for the future; this would be 
the way that the Reaſon of Men »d 


Angels would acquieclce, and t»ke 
deli ut 


Chriſls Satisfaction, 
delight and c:mplacency in. But 
alas, we deſpair of finding out ſuch a 
way ; but whether ſuch a way can be 
found out ( as he ſaid of dry bones 
living ) Lord, thou knowelt. 

7: Now this is that way revealed 
and brovght to light by the Goſpel 
that I am to ſpeak of. 


The Sum of the Text is comprehend- 
ed in this Propolition, 


Do@. Jeſus Chriſt was ſet forth by 
God to be a Propitiation and Expiati- 
01, a Price of Redemption for Sin 
and Sinners, that God might be juſt, 


and the juſtifier of him that believeth © 


in Jeſus. 

I ſhall ſpeak of this by parts Iy- 
ing inthe Text, following the natu- 
ral order of the things. 


IT. God (et him forth, meokJero, The 


| word that is here tranſlated ſet forth, 
' fignitics either to fore-ordain, or ſet 


| forth; either ante decernere , or in 


medinm proferre, 1 ſhall ſpeak ſome- 
| thing 


6 The Geeat Pyopitiation * or, 
thing of it in both Significations. 
1. God fore-determined, fore-or- 
dained him a Propitiation. And fo it 
1s in the Margent of your Bibles. 
This Propitiation was of Gods own 


Dan.6.14 Invention. When Darizs perceived 


how Daniel was enſnared by his De- 
cree, by his Law,he was greatly trou- 
bled. He was fooliſhly righteous o- 
ver-much; and was averſe (through 
care of his Honour) to caſt diſrepute 
on his Law, though unjuſt, and the 
greateſt injuſtice would be in execu- 
ting it. We read, he ſet his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him. and laboured 
_ C that is in contriving ) till the go- 
ing down of the Sun, but could nor 
find a way to do it, and keepup .the 
repute of his Juſtice, and of his free- 
dom from unadviſedneſs, ficklenels, 
and .inconſtancy with himſelf. Bur 
our God ſet his heart on us to deliver 
us from the roaring Lion of Hell, 
and found out a way todo the crea- 
ture good, and himſelt and his Law 
no diſhonour. I have found a ran- 
ſor, not by advice or conſultation 


with others; Healone contrived it, 
invent- 
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Chriſts Satisfaction, 


ided this Lamb for a Burat-of- 
fering, It was ivgnue 3pdyior. Chriſt cru- 
cified was ſuch wiſdom as none of 
the Princes of this World knew. The 
Angels deſire neeaxi4a, with ſtoop-1 Pet. 1: 


_—_— it, it was God himſelf that 


ing down to loak into theſe things. 


He alludes to that, that the Chery- Exod- 


bims were »pictured with their faces 
looking down upon the Propitiato- 
ry. The Angels knew not theſe things 
naturally, they were hid in God, and 
made known to them 3 and not made 
known to them immediately or pri- 
marily, but by the Church , but by 
the Revelation made to the Church. 


I2s 


25s 
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TheApoſtle ſpeaking or preaching of pp, z.9. 


the unſpeakable riches of Chriſt, he 
addeth, To the intent that now unto 


' principalities and powers in heavenly 


Places, might be known by the Church 
the manifold wiſdom of God. 

How we admire them that find out 
Inventions, rare Inventions,eſpecial- 
Iy it beneficial ones to the world!how 
ſhould we adore that Wiſdom that 


found out this Expedient for the fal- 
: vation of the guilty Rebel-world? 
B 


Here 
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The Gzeat P2opitiation : or, 
Here is heighth and depth, length 
and breadth of Wiſdom, to pardon 
and puniſh both together ; to diſ- 
play riches of Mercy and Grace, 
without derogation from his Juſtice, 
This was that abyFthe mind of man 
could not fathom: for things ſo far 
aſunder, fo diſtant in their own na- 
ture, as greateſt Mercy and greateſt 
Juſtice, to be made to meet and con- 
centre, was a wonderful plot and 
contrivance of Divine Wiſdom, ever 
to be adored; and being now reveal- 
ed, appears Wiſdom to men that are 
perfect, yea, to all men ſober and 
ſound in their IntelleCtuals that hear 
of it. 

Again, If God thus fore-ordained 
him a Propitiation, How weak and 
wicked is Socinys-his arguing , who 
argues juſt contrary, That he cannot 
be a Propitiation, a SatisfaCtion, be- 
cauſe we grant , God fore-ordained 
him, ſet him forth to be fo. He ar- 
gueth thus : God was not at odds 
with men, not angry with men, be- 
cauſe he found out this way ; there- 


fore God was appeaſed , his Juſtice 
ſatiſ- 


Chaiſts Satisfaction, 


fatisfied before; he was reconciled 
before, and fo needed no Propitiati- 
on to make him reconciled to the 
World, elſe he would not have or- 
dained, or given Chriſt thus. All that 


]. this Argument of his proves, is this, 


That God, though he was ( as things 
ſtood) neceſlarily an Enemy by vir- 


.tue of his ſtrict Juſticez yet he was 


ſuch an Enemy as defired to be ato- 
ned or appeaſed. Like that we read 
of his command to Job's three 


19 


friends, Ay wrath is kindled againſJob 4277: 


thee and thy two friends (laith God 
to Eliphas ) therefore take ſeven bul- 
locks, and ſeven rams, and go to Job 
and offer, &c, One may as well ar- 


gue God's wrath was not kindled a- 
gainſt them , though he faith it was, 


becauſe he direCteth to v1eans how to 
appeaſe his wrath; whereas it ſhew- 
eth he was angry, bat willing and 
defirous of atoneme:nt , in that he 


ſheweth means how to come into his 


favour. The love of God, that ſet 
Wiſdom on worhb. to find out this of 
Chriſt, was not f.he love of one that 
was bound in HB onour and Juſtice to 

B 2 be 
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be an Enemy, that is, to execute the 


- curſe upon us, as things ſtood 3 but 


of one deſirous of finding out a way 
that he might with ſafety to his Ho- 
nour and Juſticebe a Friend as a Re- 
ctor. 

2. The word ſignifies (as it is tran- 


{lated ) ſet him forth. The death of 


Chriſt,the making Chrift aPropitiation, 
was of Gods ordering and diſpoſing. 
God let him forth to dye. Not a Spar- 
row falleth to the ground without 
Gods Providence, much leſs the Son 
of God. They did no more, nor 0- 
therwiſe in crucifying Chriſt , than 
what Gods determinate Councel had 
appointed. The ſufferings of Chriſt 
were Heavens Counſel, and Hells 
Sugecſtion, and Earths Execution 
the effeft of Gods goodneſs, the De- 
viPs malice, and the Jews hatred: 


i Il hen they had fulfilled all things that 


20 were written of him , they took hint 


from the tree and put him in a Sepul- 
cher. Ought not Chriſt to bave ſuffered 
theſe things. and afterward enter into 


Iſa. 53, glorys It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 


him.” God was never lo pleaſed with 
any 


Chalſjs Satisfaction. 


any thing in the world, as with the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, they were a 
ſweet-ſmelling Sacrifice ; and yet ne- 
ver ſodiſpleaſed with any wicked act, 


' as with the betraying , accuſing, and 
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condemning of Chriſt, He decreed 


and ordered the death of Chriſt, de- 


lighted in the thing alone, in ſome . 


ſenſe; but had the greateſt harred 
againſt the wicked c:uel aftors of it. 


Whom you ſlew with wicked hands,and 


ſo with wicked hearts. God decreed 
Chriſt ſhould dye a curſed death, 
that we might live; but their hearts 
thought not ſo, it was in them to de- 
ſtroy. You intended it for evil, but the 


Lord turned it for good (laith Jojeph Gen, 
to his Brethren). We ſee God hath 


an ordering hand about fins.an aCtive 
providence about ſins: Ye ſent me 
not hither, but God. God hath his 
good will and pleaſure by mens evil 
will. The Jews did what they did 
to ſatisfie their rage and luſtsz but 
God ordered it to ſave our ſouls. God 
could have hindered the death of 
Chriſt, but then he had hindered his 


| own counſel and promiſe, Yet take 


B 3 heed 
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heed of the other extream. God 
ſtirreth up no man to fin. Gataker 
tells us, that that difficult place, 
2 $474. 24. 1. ſhould be read paſſive- 
ly, he was ſtirred up, incitatus eft, 
viz. from his own heart, as the Jew- 
;/þ Expoſitors commonly ; or by Sa- 
tan, as IChrog. 21.1. and brings 
many inſtances of it. But however, 
we muſt underſtand that, and ſuch 
places, by leaving them to temptati- 
on, and their own hearts; as when it 
is ſaid , God hath bidden Shimez 
curſe. And to ſpeak of the thing in 
hand : God in his Providence order- 
ed all, to ſuch a concurrence of cir- 
cumfſtances, that the death of Chriſt 
was brought about without any vio- 


lence or torce offered to mens wills; 
only God actively ſendeth Chriſt 


(whom the wicked hated, becauſe of 


the jiight of his Life and Doctrine) to 
Jeruſalem to the Paſſover, and aCctive- 
ly taketh off reſtraints from them, ſo 
that there 1s no man or thing to hin- 
der them from doing what they 
would; and then God leaveth them 
to their own hearts and wills, and 


they 
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Cheſts Satisfaction. 
they wickedly crucifie him. So that 
we are not to thank the Devil, nor 
the Jews, for what their wickedneſs 
was inſtrumental to bring about; for 
as God is no way acceflary to their 
malice, cruelty and wickednels ; ſo 
neither do they partake of Gods 
righteouſneſs in ſuch afts, wherein he 
declarech his righteouſneſs. There- 
fore God uſcth after to burn the rods 
of his anger, and this curſed act 
brought ruin on this Nation, and a 
curſe on their Children and Poſtert- 
ty to this day, they noc 1ep+nting of 
their ſin. If God had noi a«: (oiing 
ordering Providence about its 20 
could not be faid to pumih or c.;iien 
his people ; for cheir corrections are 
for the moſt part, by cheir hatred and 
malice, the ſins of wicked men. Sup- 
pole Gods ways above our ways, a- 
bove our reach, as in ſome tnings 
they are; ſhall we ſay, They are un- 
righteous, unjuſt, when he ſets Him 
forth a Propitiation, that he might be 
juſt. | 

2. Jeſus Chriſt, J Set forth Jeſus 
Chriſt, God-Man, God and Man in 
B 4 one 
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one Perſon; Emanuel, a Mediator, a 
Middle-perſon, not only in Office, but 
in Nature, partook of both Parties; 
not like the mredinm negationzs , but 
participationis utrinſq, extremi. SO 
that we need not take up. Job's dark 
complaint, There 3s not a days-man 
between us, to lay his hand upon as 
both; z. e. Is not an Umpire to day 
our difterences. There is indeed: a 
oreat diſtance, yea, a contrariety. be- 
tween God and us; but though far 
alunder, he can reach both parties ; 
he 1s both, can lay his hand upon us 
both. 

He is truly God, Of whom as con- 


Rom-9:5: cerning the fleſh Chriſt came 5 who is 


1 John 5. 


. God over all blefſed for ever, Called 


Tit.2.13- the true God and everlaſting lite, 
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God manifeſt 1n the fleſh. 
He is truly man, the Word was 
made fleſh; not only appeared in 
tleſh as formerly, - but now made 

fleſh. | 
xz. He mult needs be Man, that he 
might be near a- kin tous, our Goel) 
thac as man ſinned, man might ſuffer, 
dye, and fatisfic 5 that there might be 
ay 
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as little alteration as might be in the 


execution of the threatning : that, ' 
as by the offemce of one man , one a» 
kin, onenear to us, death came on 
all ; ſo by the righteouſneſs of one man, 
one near a-kin, righteouſneſs and life 
might come on all : that as man was 
to be redeemed, man might pay the 
price. He came as near us as could 
be in acloſe union; ſo that the Mem- 
bers in ſome ſenſe may be ſaid to have 
ſuffered in their Head, For both he 
which ſan@ifieth (that is, by way of H--31 
explation, tor ſo the Author to the 
Hebrews often uſeth the word) and 
they which are ſandified, are all of 
one; of one maſs, lump, of one and 
the ſame nature: for which cauſe he is 
n6t aſhamed to call them brethren. 
Foraſmuch then as the childrex ( that Verſe 14. 
is, they to be redeemed ) are parta- 
kers of fleſh and blood; he alſo him- 
ſelf took part of the ſame, that through 
death, &c. Wherefore in all things it 
behooved him to be made like unto his "© '7- 
brethren , that he might be a merciful 
and faithful High-Prieſt, to make re-+ 
conciliation for the ſins of the people - 
for 


26 The G2eat P2oprtiation : or, 
for in that he himſelf hath ſuffered,be- 
zng tempted, he is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted. 
. 2, He muſt needs be God that ſuf- 
fered 3 not only to ſupport the hu- 
mane nature in bearing wrath due to 
ſinners.,that it might overcome death, 
that it ſink not under the weight ( as 
Ex0.27-2the Altar of Wood was to be cover- 
ed with braſs, that it might not be 
conſumed with the fire) but to give 
worth to the ſufferings, to make them 
ſatisfaCtory, that the dignity of the 
perſon might add virtue and value to 
the ſufferings, 
And Socinys his ObjeCtion here 1s 
" contrary to all Reaſon, viz, T hat be- 
cauſe the Divine Nature did not ſut- 
ter, it cannot be conſidered in the ſuf- 
ferings. One may with as much rea- 
ſon ſay, It is all one whether you 
{trike a private man or your Prince, 
becauſe the ſtroak lighteth gh the bo- 
dy immediately, and not of the dig- - 
nity; it 1s all one whether youltrike 
a {tranger or your Father, becaule 
the {troak hitsthe body immediately, 


and not the relation of the perſon, 
| The 
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The Scripture placeth the emphaſis, 
the value of the ſufferings . in the 
worthineſs of the perſon, in being 
God. God redeemed the Church with 
his own blood. If the blood of Bulls and *& 20. 
Goats ſan@ifie to the purifying of the Oey 
fleſh, how much more ſhall the blood of 
Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpirit 
( that is his Divinity ) offered himſelf, 
purge your Conſcience , &Xc. Being in 
the form of God, and thought it noPhil.2.6, 
robbery to be equal with God, made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took, on 


 himthe form of a jervant, humbled 


bimſelf, and became obedient to the 

death of the Croſs. Hence called the, pet. r. 
precious blood of Jeſus Chriſt. The 19. 
blood of Feſws Chriſt his Son that clean- * 19" hes 


JT ſeth us from all ſins. , 


So that if any ſhould ask, What 
Juſtice, what Equality is there in this 
commutation,one ſuffering for many? 
It may be anſwered, He was but one, 
but he was One worth Ten thouſand 
of us; the Prince of Life was kil- 
led, the Lordof Glory crucitied. The 
blood of a man is of more value 
than the blood of a beaſt ; the blood 

: jo” 


The Gteat P2opitiation : or, 
of a King of more value than the 
blood of a common man; but the 
blood of God, of more value than 
Ten thouſand millions of Kings. 
Here then 1s a high price indeed, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
the King of Heaven and Earth's Son, 
for Traitors and Traitors Sons. The 
Man that was Gods fellow was ſmit- 


Zac.13-7-ten. Thouſands of Rams, and Ten 


thouſands of Rivers of Oyl, could not 
have bore propertion to ſuch a ſuf- 
fering for ſatisfation. T his is more 
than if all the men in the world had 
eternally periſhed ; and doth more 
keep up the repute of the Law, be- 


fore Angels and conſiderate men. Set _ 


forth Jeſus Chriſt to declare his righte- 
oxſneſs. It declared it indeed. 

2.. Todje] To dye, this we have 
in thoſe words in the Text, Faith in 
his blood. 


ObjeF. Could not God have de- 
clar'd his righteouſneſs, and his ha- 
tred of (in, and have kept up the re-. 
. pute of his Law,;and have made that 


honourable in diſpenſing with it upon 
a leſs 
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Chiiſts Satisfaction. 
a leſs conlideration? Would it not 
have been penalty enough, ſatisfaCti- 
on enough. tor Chriſt only to have 


taken upon him our nature, though 


he had lived as King of Kings,atten- 
ded with Princes, Kings, and Empe- 
rors? Or, however, to have taken 
on him the form of a Servant,though 
he had not dyed? Or yet would it 
not have been enough it he had un- 
dergone ſome little part of his ſuffer- 
ing 2 Would not ſome one or few 
drops of his blood have ſuffticed, as 
thoſe ſhed in his Circumciſion? Some 
of the Ancients have ſpoken ſtrange- 
ly concerning theſe things; but Pope 
Clement the ſixth, moſt ſtrangely : for 
by his Decretal-Epiſtle he hath de- 
termined this difficulty ſo rationally 
in the account of Canoniſts, that it 
is inſerted into the body of the Ca- 
non-Law, Extrav. tit. Unigenitas, 
viz, thus : One drop of Chriſts blood 
was enough to ſave the world; and 
therefore the over-plus of it is laid 
up in the Treaſury of the Church, 
to begiven out by the Popes, in Par- 
dons and Indulgences. But we are 

ſure, 
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ſure, God thought it not ſufficient. By 
his blood is meant death. But yet 
there remains a ſeeming difficulty, 
which I never ſaw or heard endea- 
voured to be anſwered, except by 
the Pope, as Ifaid; and therefore I 
ſhall be the more large in anſwering 
of it : and thus it lies: We are ſure 
that God's becoming man was more 
than if all the men in the world had 
ceaſed tobe: and then on the other 
hand, God was not fo prodigal of his 
Sons blood, as to have poured it all 
out, if one drop would have ſerved 
the turn, and anſwered the ends of 
Satisfaction for which it was ſhed. 


Anſ. 1 ſhall anſwer it plainly in 
theſe few Propoſitions. 

1. Chriſt's Sufferings were not 
proper folution, a payment of the 
{ame >; but a ſatisfation : a refuſable, 
though valuable confideration. His 
Sutferings were not an execution of 
the Law or Threat, but a Satisfaction 
that tt might not be executed, See 
this more fully explained after- 


" ward. 


2. Sa» 
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Chills Satisfaction; 

2. Satisfaftion confiſts not in ##* 
diviſibili, in a Mathematical point, 
that we can ſay, Juſt ſo muchis juſt, 
and no more. | 

3. Satisfations being refuſable 
payments,one may require more than 


3 a valuable confideration,without any 
2 injuſtice; yea, as much more, as wiſ- 
2: domſcems meet.If ſome uſeful mem- 


ber in a Commonwealth ( as a man fit 
for a General ) ſhould commit ſome 
crime which he is to be baniſhed for 
by the Laws of the Land, and ſome 
Noble-man ſhould intercede to the 
Recor, the King, and offer himſelf 
to be whipped through the City to 
ſave this mans bamiſhment; here, 
though the whipping of a Noble- 


man be a greater matter 1ntrinſical- 


ly, and of greater 'value 3 yet if he 
(to keep up Law and Juſtice) ſhould 
refuſe to accept of this offer, here 1s 
nothing of injuſtice; yea, ſuppoſe 
five Nobles ſhould then offer them- 
ſelves to be uſed in like manner, there 


] isnoinjuſticeif he ſhould ſay, I will 


1 not pardon him except ten Nobles 
{ will be thus treated to ſave his baniſh- 


ment; 


3TI 


| 
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ment: Here is nothing of injuſtice, 
becauſe it is only a SatisfaQtion 3 it is 
refuſable, and he may refuſe in infin;- 
##1:, though a thouſand ſhould thus 
offer themſelves. 

4. Thoſe are more honourable Sa- 
tisfactions, and do more anſwer the 
etids of Satisfactions, that are of 
greater valuethan the penalty it ſelf: 


| the greater the Satisfaction 1s, it doth 


by ſo much the more ſpeak inexorable 
Juſtice, and ſhew how little ground 
offenders have for the future to ex- 


| - pepardonand impunity, 


5. Thoſe are more honourable 
SatisfaCtions, &* ceteris paribus , that 
keep as near as may be to the penal- 
ty threatned by the Lawz becauſe 
they repreſent the penalty more 
lively, and call it to mind more efte- 
Ctually, As if the Noble-man him- 
ſelf ſhould be baniſhed to ſave the 
others baniſhment , rather than be 
{courged or pay money. The known 
ſtory of Zalencws is worth relating 
here. This Zatencas was King of the 
Locriazs; and he defigning the wel- 
fare and reformation of his people, 

| makes 


Cheiſts Satisfaction; 
tnakes many good Law+:z among(t 
which this was one, Th.it whoſoever 
ſhould commit Adultery , ſhould loſe 
both his eyes. .The Prince and Heir 
apparent was found guilty ;the King 
reſolves to execute the Law on his 
Son 3 the people intercede 1n his be- 
half, (and no doubt would ſhew hint 
a great neceſſity of diſpenſing with 
the Law ; it would damage the Com- 
monwealth to have his Succeſlor 
blind ): Atlaſt overcome with their 
importunities, he finds out this expe- 
dient to keep up Law and Govern- 
ment ; he put out one of his own and 


5 one of his Son's eyes. Suppoſe Za 


leucus had cut off both his own arms, 
or had put out out one of his Son's 
eyes and cut off his own right hand, 
it would wonderfully have declared 
inexorable Juſtice, and they would 
have had little ground to have up- 
. braided him with partiality 5 for 
there was ſome neceſiity to diſpente 
with the Law , and it was done upon 
a dreadfully awing conſiderations 
and his Subjects would have had very 
little encouragement to tranſgre's in 

C hope 
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hope of relaxation of his Law for 
the future, But yet it more kept up 
the repute of the Law, when he did 
keep ſo near the very penalty of it 
ſelf, Here were exaCted two eyes, his 
own and Son's. 

This is Anſwer enough to this 


Queſtion. God, though he could for 


the reaſons formerly mentioned, ad- 
mit of change of perſons; yet he 
thought it not good in wildom toad- 
mit change of penalties; or however 
as little a change as was neccſlary for 
the mainends , that we might be ſa- 


ved, and Chritovercome death. and: 


be compleatly a Redeemer. Death 
was threatned, and Death ſhall be in- 
Hifted, and without blood there ſhall 
be no remiſſion. Yea, Soul-death 
was threatned ,, and ſhall for ſome 
time be inflicted; and if man could 
not ſee Soul-ſuffering ,, yet Angels 
might 3 yea,and men might in ſome 
meaſure, by his crying out, by his 
ſweating of clods of blood, and by 
his telling us of it, and God at- 


.eſting whatever he teſtified, by Mi- 


racles. 
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So that whatever intrinſecal value 
a little penalty inflicted on Chriſt 
might be of ( which I have you ſee . 
freely granted ) yet God made ac- 
count, that a little penalty inflicted 
on Chriſt, would not beenough to 
declare his righteouſneſs , but would 
have ſome great and wonderful ſuf- 
ferings, to awe the World, Men, and 
Angels to declare his hatred of lin, 
and how difficultly he obtained of 
himſelf to diſpenſe with his Law:and 
how little hope tranſgreſſors may 
have of impunity , that ſhall make 
their condition hopeleſs the fecond 
time, by refuſing Chriſt and Mercy. 
God would have fatisfaftion to the 
purpoſe, plenteous redemption, a 
plenteous price of redemption, good 
mealure, prelied down, ſhaken toge- 
ther, and running over. You ſeethere 
is no Iinconveniency in ſaying, He 
hath received at the Lord Chriſt's 
hand double for all our fins. God will 
magnifie his Law , and make 1t ho- 
nourable for his righteouſneſs ſake, 


faith the Prophet. He means I ſup- 16-4228 


poſe in the puniſhing of tranſgreſ- 
C 2 {ors 
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ſors; and indeed God hath magnifi- 
ed his Law, and made 1t honourable 
in this way cf pardoning tranſpref- 
ſors. All the Earth ſhould be filled, 
ard relound with the glory of this 
Juſtice, | 

Thus you ſee this part, He ſet him 
forth to djze. And under this head I 
w?ll ſer before you theſe ſix Qualih- 
cations or Modifications of his 
ceath. 

i. He dyed a grievous painful 


death, that God might be juſt, ec. 


His whole life was indeed a conti- 
nued ſuffering of God , a continued 
abaſement. It is obſerved , we read 
of his weeping, but never of his 
laughing. This I know doth not 
prove he never did Jaugh and, fip- 
pole it did, it would not prove it un- 
lawful for us; for what was the pow- 
erand faculty given for? It tor uſe, 
we are ſure It was not to laugh at 
{piritual things, It may be he never 
did laugh; 1t is poſſible that never 
imiie was ſeen on that face that was 
te the cauſe of our joy, laughter 
aud cheerfulnels, He was ever and 
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Chriſis Satisfacton, 
anon thinking of the bitter Cup he 


was to drink for our health. One of 


the braveſt days that ever he ſaw in 
the days of his ſervitude, was the 
Transfiguration day,when Moſes and 
Eligs appeared with him in Glory; vet 
then it is added, ard they talked of his 
dece aſe. 

His whole life was a life of ſor- 
rows. Faith in his blood duth not 
exclude his obedience, and other 
parts of his ſufferings; bur all are 
comprehended under this moſt emi- 


nent part, which was moſt grievuus 


and paintul to body and loul. 

I. His Body : What torments did 
that endure? What [courgings, pier = 
cings? and the exquilitenefs ot his bo- 
dily temperature. and con{titution, 
would augment his torturez. He had 
not duiled and blunted his ſpirits and 
ſenſe by intemperance. 

2. His Soul: What puniſhment of 
ſenſe was there on his Soul in his Ago- 
ny in the Garden 3 when he ſweat as 
it were clods of blood, and com- 
plained, My ſoul is exceeding forrow- 


ful unto death c andan Angel was fain 


C 3 to 
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to comfort him, when he cryed , Fa- 
ther, if it be poſſible let this cup paſs 5 


ſure there were ſome dregs, ſome gall 


and wormwood in his cur, Whar 


puniſhment of loſs , when he cryed 
out, Why haſt thou for ſaken me £ We 
hid as it were onr faces from him.ſaith 
the Prophet; but this was a ſmall 
matter in compariſon of God's hiding 
his tace. His Diſciples forſook him, 
but he complains not of their forſa- ' 
King 3 but, why haft thou forſaken me? 
It it be acked , What need of ſoul- 
jufteriag, ſoul-trouble , was not bo- 
dily enough? It is anſwered already, 
God would have ſufierings as near the 
ſame threatned as could be; would 
diſpenſe as little with the Law as 


- might be, How are the Socinians 


here upon the rack, when to give an 
Account of hls crying out and diſcom- 
poſure beyond the ordinary rate of 
Martyrs, for they {houted and tri- 
umphed; ſince they maintain he ſuf- 
fered no otherwiſe, and on no other 
account than they did, only to atteſt 
the truth, and icave us an example of 
patience, They make his groaning 

 heaviep 
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heavier than his ſtrokes, if he had no 
more of bitterneſs in his Cup than 
they. ; 
2, A hemeful death. God fet him 
> forthto a publick, notorious, ſhame- 
| ful death, that he might be juſt , &*6, 
It was at a ſolemn time, the Paſcover 
when the Jews were come from all 
parts of the Land, and Proſelytes and 
others from remote parts of the 
World, and at the moſt publike place 
f Jeruſalem. Then and there the God 
2 of Heaven was {pit on. ſ{tripped. and 
; whipt naked inthe light of the multt- 
- tude, crucified betore all Tjracl, and 
o inthe fight of the Sun, All Nations 
7 have as it were by conſcnt agreed, 
E that hanging on a tree ., crucitying, 
7 ſhould be the moſt contemprible 
7 death of the vilc{t of Creatures.and 
7 vileſt of men. Whom you f| w, andag,.., 
: hanged on a tree: the cmphatis O 
2 the thame, is, hanged oz a tree. So en- 
? dured the Croſs and deſpiſing the ſhame. 
23 Iris aſhametora King ioluticr an 1g- 
Z nominious death, how much more for 
{ God? 


He ſuffered as a MalcfaQor. as 4 
C4 Tray 
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The Gzeat P2opitiation : or, 
Traytor againſt Ceſar his Prince, as 
a Blaſphemer of his God, as a Decei- 
ver and Impoſtor. Tet we did eſteem 
him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and af- 
fiiFed. We (that is the generality of 
the people) eſteemed him as one ſmit- 
r2z for his own ſins, juſtly condem- 
ned for bis own fins; and fo, far from 
roakiag away condemnation from o- 
ters. He was reumbred with tranſereſ- 
jors3 accounted a wicked perfon,ſuf- 
tered with thieves, as being account- 
ed the fitteſt companion for them. 
To live with infamy is accounted 
worle than death, What is it then to 
dye with: infamy ? Many men could 
with lels regret bear the pain of 
hanging. than the ſhame of it. He's 
inſulted over in his mifertes; nothing 
1s ſo intolerable as ſhame to noble in- 
genuous ipirits. He is ſcofied at in all 
is Ofticesz as Priett, He ſ:ved others, 
himſelf be cannot ſave. As Prophet, 
Propheſte unto us who ſmote thee. This 
Deceiver, &c. As 8ing, Bai! King of 


Pial.22 S7he J.ws. © am tie reproach of men, 


and deſpiſed of the people, was tpoken 
Rot Withont cauſe of him in the type. 
3-CUr- 
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3. Curſed death: that God might 
be juſt, &c. ] | muſt not leave this 
out, though I have an averſeneſs to 
ſpeak of things 1 do not well under- 
ſtand. And I muſt confeſs that I do 


' not ſo clearly underſtand C as I do 


other things) what is meant by Curſe, 
diſtin from pain and ſhame. But I 
will tell you my thoughts of it : As 
Benedidio, bleſling, as Amiraldus 
ſaith, ſeemeth to be the ſolemn de- 
claration of the good will of one ſu- 


periour in Power and Dignity. The web. 7.7. 


leſs is bleſſed of the greater. So Ma- 
ledi@is, xd\deg , leemeth to be nothing 
elſe but a ſolemn declaration of the 
anger and diſpleaſure of the Rector 
and higher Powers. So that every 
death that carrieth in it the tokens 
and marksof the diſpleaſure of - the 
higher Powers, may be called udldeg, 
a curſe. This is it, that it be inflicted 
by the King for a fault ; and there- 
fore a death of hanging on a Tree, 
which is inflicted for a fault , by the 
authority of the Higher Powers, be- 
ing a painful, and eſpecially a ſhame- 
ful death ( wherein the chief of 
| puniſhment 
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puniſhment conſiſts) is accounted a 
Curle by the conſent of Nations. 
"TINY That Curſe which the Apoſtle at- 

'* Judeth to, ſeemeth to be only ſome 


ceremonial Curſe, which was pro- 
nounced on every one that hanged 
on a tree, (1 ſuppoſe whether right - 
fully or wrongfully hanged ) ſuch a 
carkaſs was to be ſhunnedia a ſpecial 
manner, and not to be buried with or- 
dinary burial it may be, And this Ce- 
remonial Curſe was by the wile fore- 
feeing Providence of God pronoun- 
ced onevery one hanging on a Tree, 


that it might be typical of Chriſt, be- 


ing curſed with another kind of curſe, 


in being hanged on a tree, with a mo- 
ral Curſe, the Curſe of the Moral 


Law. which was due tolinners. Car- 


fed 3s he that continues not in all things 


written in the Law. + 

W hat a Curſe did he bear 7» bezng 
made a curſe for #5 £ What millions 
of Talents of vengeance were in his 
cup? All the curſes written in the 
Book of the Law (in a ſenſe) fell on 
him ; he was made xclagua, piaculum. 
The Son of God's deareſt love be- 


Came -: 
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came the ſubje&tof his Rectoral dif- 
/pleaſure,for us children of wrath, that 
we might becom objefts of his favour. 
' 4. An undeſerved death of his own 

as for any fault. That God, &c, No 
'ouile was in his mouth. The Lamb 

without ſpot 3 z# al things like us, yet 
: without ſin, holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
: ſeparate from ſinners. By his knowledg 
2 ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtifie ma- 
7 zy. And the ſtreſs 1s laid here in righ- 
'1 teous. He who knew no ſin was made 
! ſin for us. He was not like the High 
; Prieſt, who was firſt to offer for him- 
' ſelf, and then for the people. Theres 
2 fore God ordained him to be born of 


— 


{ might be without ſix. Theſe ſeem tobe 
7 oppoſed. Ie did efteemw him ſmitten 
; of God andaftiiFed; that 1s, fmitten 
as an offender for his own faults, as 
7} being ſo far from taking away the 
2 curſe from us, that he was curſed for 
? his own fin. Bat, faith he, he was 
1 wounded for our tranſereſſions. The 
} 4ntitheſts ſhews theſe to be inconſi- 
4 ſtent. The cauſe was juſt, contrary 
1 towhat David pleaded, Let it be on 
me 


—_ 


1 a Virgin, by the Holy Ghoſt, that he'® 
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me and on my Fathers houſe; but theſe 
ſheep , what have they done & But here 
it may be faid, The ſhepherd what 
hath he done, that laid down his life 
for his ſheep, when the ſheep only 
were in fault? AJ we like ſheep have 
goue aſtray, aud the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquities of us all. 

And to ſpeak here by way of anti- 
cipation, The Innocent ſuffering for 
the Guilty, ſhould beſo far from pre- / 
judicing us againſt the Doctrine of + 
Chritr's Satisfaftion to Juſtice , that 
on the contrary this alone maketh it 
fatistaCtory to right Reaſon ;.for had 
he himſeli been guilty, he had been 
In no capacity to pay a ranſom for 
ethers. If he was bound to pay all 
he had, ſuffer all he could ſuffer for 
hicalclf, How ſhould he pay any 
thing for us, ſuffer any thing for 
us ? | | 

5. Awiling voluntary death. That 
God m12ht be juſt, &c. God ſet him 
forth. bir yet by his own conſent 7 He 


' + gave himſelf for aur ſins according to 


the will of God and our Father. That 
which calts a ſtain aad blemiſh => 
ae 
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the moſt Satisfaftions we read of in 
humane Authors, and maketh them 
ingrateful unto us, is this, That either 
they did not undergo their ſufferings 


for another willingly , as when they- 


chaſtned the Infant-Prince's darling- 
Pages for his fault; or if they did 
undergo them willingly,they had not 
lawful authority and power to doo. 
For men have not that full power 
and authority over their lives and 
members, togive them a compenſati- 
on for others, which they have over 


their money and eſtates. God hath 


not given them this power ; and alſo 
Governours are under the Law of 
God, and fo have not regularly au- 
thority to take away mens lives or 
members upon ſuch commutations in- 
ſtead of others; therefore thoſe Au- 
thors that thought men had full au- 
thority over their lives and members, 
do hugely commend the a& of Zaleu- 
chus in putting out one of his own 
eyes; and were it not for this obſtru- 
Ctiun, we ſhould commend it as one 
of the braveſt acts of Juſtice mixed 
with prudence, in thoſe circumſtan- 
CCS, 
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ces, that ever was. Now both theſe 
difticulties are removed here. 

z. Chriſt had power and authori- 
ty over his own life : 7 have power, 
iteoiar , I have authority to lay down 
my life, and authority to take it up a- 
2ain. He had authority over his own 
life (as other men have not) being 
God. And further, we are ſure the - 
Father gave him leave. 4 

2, He willingly undertook this ? 
task of dying a Propitiation for fin- 
ners. Burnt-offering thou wouldſt not; 
then ſaid I, LoTcome, T delight to do | 
thy will, O God. T lay down my life for 


John 10. #Y (beep, 0 man taketh it from me (a- 
16painſt my conſent), 7lay it down of my 


ſelf. It was a voluntary Sacrifice, a | 
Free-will-Offering: He was the © 
Prieſt himſelf, offered himſelf by the 3 
eternal Spirit, though the Jews were 4 
the Butchers. Thinkeſt thou not (faith 1 
he to Peter ſmiting off of AMalchus's } 
ear) that I cannot now pray my Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall ſend me more than | 
twelve legions of Angels He gave | 
Pilateno anſwer, asif afraid of hin- 4 
dering his own Sufterings, Had he | 

ipoken | 
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4 ſpoken as he could have done, as one 


having authority, he could with few 
words have daunted P3late's heart, 


J and cauſed his own releaſe. But, he 


went as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, as a 


: 4 ſheep before the ſhearer he was dumb, 
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{ things deſtructive to its ſelf : But by 


Z and opened not his mouth. So that Pj- 
2 ate is impatient at his patience, angry 
43 at his ſilence: Anſwereſt thou not*Whew 
3 he was reviled., hc reviled not again 
$ whey he ſuffered, he threatned not. Had 1 Pet. 2: 
Z hebut threatned, he might have for- 
3 cedhis own diſmiſlion. 


Two things can only be objected 


{ here againſt his willingneſs. 


1. His great natural averſeneſs : 


Father, if it be poſſible, &c. He tear- 
g <dthis Cup. 


Anſ. In ſpeaking of his Humane 


Z Nature ( there is nodifficulty about 


his Divine) we muſt diſtinguiſh with 


4 the School-men, thus: There is v9- 
1 luntas ut natura, and voluntas ut ratio. 
4 Thereis the natural will or inclinati- 
4 on,and the rational will ; according 
4 to this natural will he deſired to eſ- 


cape this death, Nature abhorring 


| bis 
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his rational will, tor God's honout, 
and our redemption, he willingly ſub- 
mitted to it. Aqzizas inſtancerh thus: 
A Man according to his natural will 
deſires to avoid a bitter potion , and 
the lancing or cutting oft of any 


Member z and yet by his rational . 


will, he conſenteth to theſe for the 
200d of the whole. And this 1s moſt 
properly to be called the will. Quod 
quiſque mavult.id maximeproprie vult. 


This natural willingneſs and averfe- 


neſs in him doth commend and ad- 
vance the meritoriouſneſs of Chriſt's 
willingneſs as Mediator and mercitul 
High Prieſt, and not at all proves 
his unwillingneſs, in the propereſt 


| ſenſe of the word. 


2, Heremay alſo be objected : He 
was for the molt part careful to ſecure 
himſelf from the Jews treacheries 
and injuries, and ſometimes fled. 

Anſ. This doth not prove his un- 
willingneſs to ſutfer, atall; but only 
his chuſing the fitteſt time and hour, 
and his reſerving himſelf for the time 
and place appointed by the Father : 


And he uſed to fay betore , that his 
hour 
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4 hour was not yet come. But conlider 
# how he carried himſelf when his hour 
# was come, and he knew it was come. 
"2 Now bifore the feaſt of the Paſſeover, Joh.13.1, 
* when Jeſus knew that his hour was come 
+. that.he ſhould depart out of this World 
. }-tothe Father : Then he prepareth his 
2 Diſciples, Theſe words ſpake Jeſns,and Joh17.1 
1 lift up bis eyes to heaven, and ſaid. Fa- ” 
'Z ther, the hour # come, Glorifi? thy Son 3 
2 T have finiſhed my work,,” now glorifie yer. 4. 
2 me with thy own ſelf. Teſur knowing 
7 all things that ſhould come upon him, 19113 4+ 
| went forth (to Judas and his band of 
2 Soldiers) and ſaid nnto them, Whom 
2 ſeek you? they anſwered him, Jeſus of 
* Nazareth. Jeſus ſaith unto them, I am 
3 He. They went backward and fell tothe 
2 ground. He that threw them to the 
Z ground, could have thrown them in- 
3 tohell; but he ſuffers them to riſe a- 
Z gain, offers himſelf, and ſaith, hore 
3 /cek you £ They ſaid,Feſus of N.zareth: 
$ Jeſus anſwered, T have told you, that 7 
2 an he. If therefore you ſeek meet theſe 
1 (Diſciples) go away. He had care of 
3 them,to keep them out of cruel hands, 
q while he willingly yielded up himſelF. 
D He 
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He was firaiined, t1]l 1t was accom- 
Pliſhed, 

Now the main of the Socizian Ob- 
jections Hy before this, as dry leaves 
beiore the wind, 

One may thus rhetorize in object- 
1ng with them. What? (hail not the 
juſt Judg of all the Earth do right? 
Will he fy the righteous with the 
wicked 2 However, will he ſlay the 
righteous, and let the wicked eſcape? 
Or, which is worſe, Will he ſlay the 
1 iohteous for the wicked, by puniſh- 
ing the jult for the unjuſt ? Now that 
he underwent it willingly, aniwers all 
this. God bath made a Law that the 
Son hall not be put ro death tor the 
Father.much leſs one Stranger for an- 
other. Therefore this maketh it ord1- 
narily finful 2mong men, to give ſuch, 
or for the Magiſtrate to accept fuch 
commutations, becauſe Gad hath de- 
prived them of this power. But ſhall 
we lay. His ways are uncqual, becauſe 
not like or above our ways or that 
that is neceſlarily unlawſul to God, 
which he hath made ſo to us? Say 
they, this would declare Geds un- 

righte- 


Chiiſis Satisfaction; 


| righteouſneſs, to ſet forth an Inno- 
cent Propitiation for the Nocent. It 
would do ſo indeed, to puniſh the In- 
nocent for the Nocent, except he 
+ chuſe it, Allſee it is not 1njuſtice to 
demand debts of a bonds-man,a ſure- 
ty; for God hath given men power 
over their eſtates; and he willingly 
undertook it. TI grant, it is ordinarily 
unlawful to offer to be, or to except 
ſureties, and undertakers for others 
with lives or members ; but the reaſon 
1s, becauſe God hath not given men 
this power 3 otherwiſe it would be 
all one. Therefore there 1s no 1nju- 
; tice, in his life going for ours. He 
: had right and authority fo to diſpoſe 
* of his life, as we have not, and he 
7 willingly undertook it. If God was 
2 wroth with his beloved Son, it was 
7 from his own Choice and underta- 
2 king, through'his love to us. Father, 
* lay not the puniſhment on theſe my ene» 
# wes and thine, I will bear it; Tf thou 
Y lt be paid it. have SatisfuGion , pour 
Z out thy wrath on me that can ſatisſie,not 
J on them that cannot, but by their eter» 
4 nal and niter ſinking nnder th 
| D 2 6. A 
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6. A Death of infinite Value. It . 
Gods juſtice do require a SatisfaCti- 
on, it will not be put off with a meer 
{hew or colour of one; or with a. 
partial, lame, defeCtive one; but it 
muſt be commenſurate and proporti- 
onable to the infinitely hainous and 
numberleſs fins and provocations of 
Men, and to the juſtice of God 3; and 
fo it muſt be of intinite dignity and 
value. Now the death of Chriſt was 
of infinite value ; Infinite 1n ſatisfa- 
(ion, but not in duration 3 for if in 
duration, then the expiation would 
never have been madeand pertected, 
and fo we ſhould never have been re- 
deemed. He ſhould then (and fo we) 
have ever remained under the power 
of death and condemnation : for, the 
utmoſt farthing would never have 
been paid. It would have been un- 
worthy of Chriſt ; it would have been - 
unprofitable {or us, and It was not ne- 
ceſlary for ſatisfaCtion, for Chritt to 
have undergone pains infinite in du- 
ration, But his ſufferings being aftu- 
ally infinite in merit, do more than |} 
Equal a ſuffering only infinite in du- } 
raticn 5 
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.Z ration; for that would never have 
7 been actually infinite, 
} Sins againſt God naturally deſerve 
, (and therefore God threatens) infi- 
' nite puniſhment; for Sins are Incre2- 
: ſed according to the greatneſs of the 
: perſon againſt whom the offence 1s 
' committed. They have not only rejeed 
' thee, but rejeFed me. ſaith Gud, as a 
A greater matter and It is bt ought in 
2} asa great aggravation toſpeak evilut 
: Dignities; and 1n our Law a Scarda- 
lum magnatum , 1s 4 greater marrer 
7 than the (candalizing of our Equals : 
: Therefore Sin is of infinite den i 
: being againſt an infinite Gon. And 
> hencett follows, that the puniſtment 
= :of Sin, muſt either be infinite 13 tite 
| extremity and greatneſs. or in the oy 
, 2ration. Now to ſpeak nitura] ly: : Re 
x fon and Juſtice, conlidering the ends 
4 of puniſhment in Moral * Govern- 
% ; ment, would immediately urge, Let 
) Fit, if it can, be infinite 1 the great- 
Jos weight and gravity, that the of- 
| Ffender (having ſati>fied 1n ſuffering) 
1 3 might work again. Bat ———_— 
|; Yreiog fi finite, Is not capable of ſuch 
J 3 infuite 
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infinite puniſhment ; and upon this 
account it was neceſſary that it ſhould 
be infinite in the extenſiveneſs and 
duration, becauſe a finite Creature is 
not capable of puniſhment infinite 
in intenſiveneſs and greatneſs. But 
now when Chriſt ſuffered for us, he 
underwent puniſhment infinite in 
magnitude and greatneſs. But ſt1]] this 
iahnity is to be eſtimated not from the 
latenſiveneſs and greatneſs of the pu- 
niſhments themfelves, which human 
Tature (and fo Chriſt's human Na- 
ture) was not capable of ; but from 
the dipnity of the perſon that ſuffered 
them: Juſt as fin that is finite 1n its 
©:vn nature,coming froma finlte crea- 
ture, becomes infinite by being com- 
mitred againſt an infinite Majeſty : So 
the puniihments of Chriſt, (being in 
their own nature finite) became infi- 
nite in their value «nd ſatisfaction. by 
the infinite dignity of the perſon fuf- 
tcrizg. And ihe ſtreſs (as I have told 
you before) is {till Jaid on this, 1n 
Scripture; the dignity of the perſon, 
that he way God that ſuffered. And 
£2is very conlidceration of his death 
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beiog infinite in value and recom- 
pence, and not in duration,doth pre- 
vent ſuch a difficulty as couid nut be 
anſwered. For, had our Redeemer 
been to continue for ever, under this 
condemnation of thoſe he ſuficred 
' for, this might have made the Chrij- 
{tian Religion Icls rational and credi- 
ble; it would have been ſuch an un+ 
acconntable excels of charit;, to de- 
4 ſtroy himſelf eternally to lave others, 
But God knew, and Chritt knew, he 
could fo wreſtle with death and con- 
{ demnation as to overcome, and that 
{7 it would not be an utter lofing one 
{ worth ten thouſand of the guilty in 
| faving them 3 which would have been 
3 a thing unaccoumable, to be cither 
2 done, or permitted to be done,by the 
I King and Governour of the World : 

Z but his Sufferings were to be to him 

4 anentrance into Glory, and the o05- 

4 ttining a Name aboveevery Nature. 
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FJ Thusoi this Third Head #o die and 
7 manner of this Death. 


4. A Frepitiation, Dica a Propi- 
C 4 tlaticn, 
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tiation, for Sin and Sinners 5 that 1s 
implicd, yea, ſignified in (he_very 
word Propitiation, that it was for Sin 
and Sinncrs. Propit1ation, Laeghetons 
this is the word the Septuagint ule to 
expreſs the Mercy-ſeat by : The word 
we tranſlate Mercy-feat, Is, 183 
which coming from 725 which ſigni- 
ficth to hide, and in Piel to expiate 
and proplitiate, this word coming 
tromit doth ſo too. It ſignifieth Oper- 
culum. tegumentum.and placamentum, 
pramentum, a cover or hiding, and an 
Expiation, or Propitiation; to make 
God propittous, reconciled, and fa- 
vourable. Now this Mercy-ſeat, this 


Operculunm Propitiatoriun , Was a CO-. 


ver ot pure Gold laid over the Ark 
oi the Covenant, juft the dimenſions 
of the Aik, the length and breadth 
of it, Two cubits and a halt the 
Icngth, and one cubitand a half the 
breadth of either of them , as you 
mav ſee. We read nothing of tne 
thicknets of ti:iis Propitiatory Covers 
bur ſome Rubbins lay It was of one 
Paim. And this Ark. which this co- 
vered, had in it the Law; and fo 
this Mercy-fcat or Provitiatory that 
—- | covered 
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# covered the Ark wherein was the 
* Law, typified and ſignified, Jeſus 


Chriſt tully covering our fins (being 


: tranſgreffions &f the Law) out of 


' Geds ſight; the Righteouſneſs and 
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SatisfaCtion of Chriſt being as broad, 
and as long,as the Law and our tranſs 
grefſions of it. Above the Mercy- 
ſeat, on either (tde, were the Cheru- 
bims, and the Majeſty of God appea- 
red between the Ceerubims : Chriſt 
interpoſeth between God and his 
Law, to make him propitious to his 


People. From above the Mercy-ſeat Ver. 22s 


between the two Cherubims will I meet 
thee and commune with thee. So you 
ſee, this Mercy-ſeat, this Cover of 
Gold typited Chriſt, the true Pro- 
pittatory, or Mercy-feat. covering 
out of God's fight all our Tranſgrel- 
lions of the Law, and God through 
him mecting with us,and made propt- 
tious and reconciled to us. And here 
now, Chriſt is called by the name of 
his own type, as often elſewhere, 
when he 1s c2lled the Lamb. and Lamb 


3. /iiin; and fo calledthe Propitiatory, 


or Propitiation, God having made 
him 


53 The Gzeat Þ2opitiation : or, 
him really that to us, which that did 
but type. | 

Chriſt was made an Expiation and 
Ranſom, and Propitiation for Sins 3 
for theſe things the Hebrew word 
Heniftes. 

Here now, under this Head, I will 
make it my buſineſs irrefragably to 
prove to you, what I have taken 
hitherto almoſt for granted. 

x7. He died not for Himſelf; He 
was the Lamb without ſpot; as 1n- 
deed he that was to walh away. o- 
thers ſpots, was to be withour ſpot 
Himſelf. Ateſſizh cut off, but not for 
hiafelf. 

2. He could not die but for fome 
Sic, Death befalleth not Men,as Men, 
bur as Sinners. The Apoſtle proveth 
all to be Sirners, becauſe all die £ elſe 

AR, 2,2, it was impoſitble in jultice. God 
raiſed him up, having locſed the 

ains of death ; for it was not poſ- 

ftble he ſhould be holden of i1t;Death 

being but the Servant of God's Ju- 

ſtice, and Chriſt having ſatisfied Ju- 

\ tice. it could nor bat let go its hold. 

He could ©2t but be taken from priſon 

and 
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and from judgment. We may uſe the 
ſame argument: it was impoſlible, 
Death could not have taken hold of 
Him at all, tad it not been for Sin. 

2. It remains therefore that be died 
for our ſins, according to the Scri- 
pture; for none elſe come in compe- 
tition,. None will pretend He died 
for the Sins of Angels, good or bad, 
or of Brutes which are not capable 
of lin. Was delivered to death for 
our fins. Bore the ſims of many. Gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
#5. The profeiſled Adverſartcs of this 
Doctrine (the $0cinians) will grant, 
He died in ſome ſenſe for our Sins. 
Therefore, How died he for our Sins £ 

1. He died for our Sins fo as to 
tura us from them, this 1s truth 3 but 
this is, as they ſuppoſe, all, andthey 
will grant no more ; But we muſt go 
further, 

2, He died for our Sins, as a meti- 
torious deſerving cauſe of his Death. 
For the tranſereſſion of my people was 
he ſmitten. Wounded for. our tranſ=1fa. 53. 
greſſions. Delivered to death for our K0m. 4 
fins. So that if it be asked, What "= 

meaue 


: 
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meaneth the heat of this great anger? 
wherefore was he thus wounded? We 
muſt anſwer, He was wounded for our 
tranſereſſions. We have pierced him, 
this hath been by our means; we have 
ate ſowre grapes, and his teeth were 
ſet on edg ; the Children ate ſowre 
grapes, and the everlaſting Father's 
teeth were ſet on edg. 

| 3. He died for our fins; in our 

place and ſtead, that we might not 

| periſh for them. In our place and ſtead 
| for expiation, for fatisfaCtion, for 

7 compentationz though not in ſuch an 

| unſound irrational ſenſe as ſome pre- 

| tend, and I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak of hereaiter in a more conve- 
| nient place. 

| I ſhall prove this, firſt, from expreſs 

| Scripturesz fecond, from the peculi- 

= arity of his Death; third, from the 
| Sacritices that typified Him. 
| 1. From expreſs Scriptures, in three 
| Inſtances. 

| 1. Weoftenread of his Sufferings 

| for our fins, ume a4uagclioy? This man af- 

-»$ - w: ter he had fjered one ſacrifice for ſens. 

IWho gave t.imſelf for our fins, ow 
this 


| 
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this word tranſlated, for, may figni- 
fie only the final cauſe, as to turn us 
'from them ; But words muſt be an- 
derſtood ſecundum ſubjeFam materi- 


' | am, according to the ſubject matter, 


and in ſuch ſpeeches the ſubject mat- 
ter will not bear that ſenſe. We ne- 
ver read in Scripture (or any where 
elſe) of one dying and ſuflering for 
fins; but it is for them as the merito- 
rious cauſe of the ſufferivgs, as ſome 
compenſation for the fault; as when 
he ſaith, 7 will puniſh you for your ini- 
quities. And, Tjrael ſuffered for the ſins 
of Jeroboam. 

2. Weoften read of his Suftering 


for perſons. T lay down my life for Joh: _ 


my ſheep. Redeemeth us from the curſe 


of the Law, being made a curſe for BY Gal.3.17. 


vm, and the uſual ſenſe of this 1s, 7#- 
ſtead of another. As Paul could wiſh 
himſelf accurſed for his brethrew. Yet 
I know this phraſe [ for another] may 
in ſome inſtances ſignifie ozly the final 
cauſe, only for their good, and not in 
their ſtead. A man may be faid to 
dic for his Country (only as the final 
cauſe) for their good ; aud to lay 
down 


TheGzeeat P2opitiatron+ or, 
down his life for his brother, only for 
his good, to ſave his life. 

But it is not capable of ſuch a nar- 
row ſenſe, when one dieth for another 


as a (inner, as an offender. Now we 
read of Chriſt's dying, the juſt for the 
anjuſt 5 there it muſt be meant i= his 
fiead, And, when ſinners.he died for 
#5. And,Hs who knew no ſin was made 


* The word apag]ia and 
wee? aueagias » are the 
words the Septuagint ex- 
preſs a Sin-offering by : 
eaſled in Hebr CF NWT and 
DIPN. So that place, Rom, 
8.3. (which, as itis tranſla- 
ted is ſcarce ſence) ſhould 
have been tranſl.ted, God 
ending his own Son in the 
likeneſs of finful feſh, and a 
Sin- offering, wee: auae]iass 
. condemned {14 in the fleſh, as 
the ſame words are well 
tranſlated, Heb. 10.6. It 
Burnt- offering and Sacrifice 
for ſin. x, a} apapſia; us 
$vIexnou;, thou hail no plea- 
fare, And ſo again verſ.8, 


ſen ; that 1s,a Sin-ofier- 
ing for #s *, It is good 
ſenſe to ſay, ſuch a one 
died for his Country, 
as in the Warrs, only 
to denote the foal 
cauſe, for the good of 
his Country. But be- 
cauſe Men go not into 
the Warrs, becauſe of 
their faults,neither are 
they killed in . the 
Warrs ordinarily for 
any fault; Men die not 
inthe Warrs as Male- 
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faqors. but as Soldiers : It would not 
be ſenſe to uſe ſuch ſpeeches, He died 
for his Country though an innocent 

man3 it would be a frigid, faplels, 
dilute 
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dilute manner of ſpeaking; for here 
would be no Oppoſition in It. But 
you ſee, He who knew #0 ſin was made 


63 


fin for us. We eſteemed him ſmitten of #.53+ 
God, But he was wounded for our ſins, , Cor. 5. 


&*c. Becauſe we thus judge. if one dyed 


' forall, then were all dead, and he dyed 
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for all, &c. This place would not 


be true, if one interpret,dying for al, 
only tor the gnod of all, not in their 
ſtead, For it would not be true argu- 
ing, It Chriſt died for the good of all, 


— — w 


riety or commutation - and it can by 
no means ſignifie contrariety, there- 
fore it ſignifies commutation, compen- 


Jation.He gave himſelf. au)gor dy]imomoy, 
a ranſom for many 5 like, 30axp's evi 


0:Jaaus, le CE, Vice, SO evlinuTgoys And 


they 
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E4 The GeeatPoopitiation * or, 
they were called «yriJvys,, who de- 
voted themſelves to death in the ſtead 
of others. 

: 3. He is ſaidin many places to re- 

2 Tit- 2: deem #8. Gave himſelf for as, that he 
* might redeem us from our iniquities. 

—  Toranſom w1:to be 4 xurgoy, a ranſom, He 
x Tim. 2: gave himſelf dvtixutgey, a ranſom for all. 
' Now the proper import of redeem, 

and ſuch words,'s by way of price. And 

what 1t (as they objec) the word re- 

deem (ometime be uſed Metaphorical- | 

- ly, for our deliverance from any evil, 
whether with price, or without 3 for | 
redemption by power; as when he 
faith, 7 will redeem you with ſiretched- 

out arm, and with great judgment 3 

Doth it theretore tollow, that tt can 

' poſſibly ſo lignifie redemption by | 
power, when we are faid to be re-_ 
deemed withprice,and bought with a | 
price,and with a price of great value ? | 

and when we are told with what : 

price we areredeemed, Not with cor- ' 

x Pet. 1.7uptible things, as ſilver and gold, but | 


$.19. : d 2 E 
- "wo with the precious blood of Chriſt. And | 


" 28, when we read it was done, by bearing | 
the puniſhment due unto us > His own 


Jelf | 
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q ſelf bare our fins in his body on a tree e 


2. This is plainly proved by rhe 
peculiarity of his Death. We will 
# readily grant, He died for us, as none 
Z in the world elſe ever died for us 5 
* therefore not only for our good. 
Z Socinaxs and his Followers tell us, that 
Z Chriſt having taught as a Prophet 
2 ſent from God, a Doctrine of holi- 
> neſs and piety, and that,they that im- 


- # braceit, believe, repent, return.ſhall 


2 be ſaved notwithſtanding all their 
Z former ſinsz He died only to con-. 


*Z firm the truth of his Doctrine, and to 


43 leave the world an example of pati- 
2 enceand ſubmiſton,courage in ſuffer- 


. ing;but not for expiation,& ſatisfaCti- 


3 on.Certainly,Chriſt did ſome fingular 
# thing by his Death ; and if this be all, 


- 4 we may ask, W hat ſingular thing hath 
4 7 hedone? Have not all Martyrs done 
> X the ſameby their Death? they taught 
2 true Doctrine, and died to give Wit- 
2 neſs to the. Truth, and to encourage 
Z us in ſufferings. - Did not the Apoſtles 


F do the ſame? the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 


F of his ſufferings for their good, in Col.1.24, 


this ſenſe, ho now rejoyce in my ſuf- 
erings for you, for the Church. There - 
E 


fore 


# 
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2 Tims 2- fope I endure all things for the Elefs | 


"ſake, that they alſo may obtain the Sal- | 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt, And yet he | 
_ ſpeaketh it with abhorrence 3 Was * 
Paul crucified for you £ Do we luffer - 
for you in the ſenſe that Chriſt ſuffer- 
ed for you, as a Satisfation? asan ! 
Expiation? And if this be all the 2 
meaning of our Redemption by his ? 
blood,and Juſtification by his blood; 2% 
then we may as well ſay, We are re- 
deemed and juſtified by the blood of *' 
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Martyrs; however as really, though 
not fully ; his death and ſufferings ? 


being at moſt but a greater atteſtation 4 
of the truth,and encouragement of us '? 
In our ſuffering for it. : 

If Chriſt died only for the Confir- ? 
mation of the Goſpel which he prea- + 
ched,and- for our encouragement and # 


imitation in ſuffering for the truth; Þ} 


we may ſay, Where is the Lamb for || 
the Burnt-offering £ We are guilty, 
and want atonement 3 Captives, and ! 
want a ranſom. If we ſhould look on * 
Chritt's Death (as one ſaith) through {1 
Socinys his Spectacles, we ſhould ; 
look on it as neither ſatisfactory a 
| God | 
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Chis Satisfaction, 
God nor us; we have yet no help 
meet for us, there is no days-man be- 
tween us 3 hethat was to come.l1s not 
come; And yet, welook not for ano- 
ther. 

3. I ſhall prove it from the Sacri- 
fices under the Old Teſtament. which 
typified and ſhadowed out theſe 
things. The Law had a ſhadow of good 
things to come; not the very images 
implying Chriſt's Sacrifice was the 
very reality, The blood of Bullsand 
Goats could not expiate moral guilt 3 
but only ſhadowed out that which 


Heb. 10. 
I, 2. 


corfld do it. Every Prieſt ſtandeth dai- Heb. 10, 


ly miniftring and offering often times 


3 the ſame Sacrifices, which can never 


take away ſins. But this Man after he 


4 had offered one Sacrifice for ſins, &*c. 


They were but dumb ſhews of this 
Tragedy tobe ated. Conſider theſe 
three things. 

t. Theſe Sacrifices did take away, 
did expiate typical guilt ( in ſome 
ſenſe,) took away the typical puniſh- 
ment of being excluded the congre- 
gation and ſociety, and ſuch tempo- 
ral pyniſhment as was to be inflicted 


E 2 by 
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by God or Man, for ſuch faults as they 
were appointed Offerings for : For 
the Apoltle faith, The blood of bulls 
and goats did ſanGifie thus far, to the 


purifying of the fleſh: Now by ſaw@i- 


fre, he meaneth expiate, (which will 


appear by perufing how this Author 7 
ufeth this word in other places of that 7 
Epiſtle) and not taking away the #Z 


Heb.o.14 fault it ſelf. But theſe Sacrifices were 


Lev.19.14but only typical of that, which took 3 


away the eternal puniſhment and 
moral guilt and obligation. Now ſince 
theſe typical Sacriſices were explato- | 
ry, ſatisfactory in-reſpect of typical } 
ouilt, What fſimilitude can there be? } 
what relation of Types can they } 
haves if Chriſt's offering up Himſelf } 
was no explation for real moral-guilt? ! 
for Types were not ordained for | 
their own ſakes, but for the ſake of 7 
thoſe things they did ſhadow out. | 
Why would God put them upon ty- | 
pical propitiatory Sacrifices, if they | 
did fignifie nothing of real Propitia- 
tion? | | 
2. The Sacrifices were offered in | 
Men's ſtead, in the Signers ſtead, to } 

ma ke | 


Pu 
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# make atonement for his Soul, for his 

& Lite, thay he died.not for ſuch typi- 

2 cal guilt, | He ſhal/ put his hand oz the xev. i, 4. 
* head of the Burnt-offering, and it ſhall 

® be accepted for him. They were offer- 

2 ed for Man's good indeed ; but how 

7 for hisgood ? why,ia his ſtead? When = 
Za man was to die they died for him, 

© and he was kept alive. And that 

2 which yet maketh it more plain is * 

Z this, becauſe in capital offences, 

'F where men were ablolutely to die 

27 without remedy, there were (as is 

2 well obſerved by many) no private 

Y Sacrifices inſtituted, becauſe the man 

3 himſelf was to die for his fault,and ſo 

2 a bea(t could not die 1n his ſtead. And 

J if Sacrifices were only offered for the 

3 good of Men, and not by way of 

3 compenſation, and expiation, in their - 

J ſtead, What poſſible reaſon can be 

& given, why no Sacrifices wete to be 

2 offered for them that were tobe taken 

2 away out of the land of the living ? 

Z 3. Now Chriſt is called our Sacri- 

4 fice, Walk iz love, as Chriſt alſo katheph, 5. :. 
8 loved #5,and hath given himſelf for us, 

an Offering and _ toGod, for a 


3 ſweet 
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ſweet ſmelling ſavour. He alludeth to { 
the expreſſion of the Old Teſtament, ® 
where God is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet ſa- 
voxr, Or a favour of reſt in their Sacri- ©: 


. Gen.8.21 fices. He is called (as was ſaid be- | 
-'* fore) by the name of his own Types, _ 


Lamb without ſpot. Behold the Lamb, © 
6 4 wuvds 0&4 1gwy, the Lamb of God ; the 3 
eminent Lamb, the true propitiatory : 
Lamb indeed that did that in reality, 


which others but repreſented, that 4 


did really take away, and expiate # 
the fins of the World. So he is called 3 
our Paſſeover. | F 

I will here anſwer two Objedtions 7 
more before I paſs to another general } 
head, | 4 

ObjeF. But cah one ſatisfie him- | 
ſelf ? Chriſt was God(and fo the par- # 
ty offended) as well as Man. 7 

Anſw. Paſſing by what may co- | 
lourably be ſaid upon conſideration | 


of the diſtintions of Perſons ? I | 
anſwer, _ 
I. Do wenot read of God recov- 
2 Cor. 5s. ciling the World to kimfelf. God was | 
'-the Agent init, and this he could not | 
. do but by finding out ſome way to ſa- 
00 | tisfie 
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& tisfie and propitiate himſelf, that he 
might not impute their ſins. 

Z 2. Did not Zalexcas in part help 
2 to ſatisfie his own Law by his own 


 * ſuffering, loſing one of his own eyes 


(as we heard in the ſtory fore-menti- 
Z oned)? And this is not accounted an 
2 imprudent af, but commended high- 
Z1y by the Authors that relate it, as a 
Z worthy noble aCt,and expedient; and 
3 Ttold you, we have only one thing to 
FX objeR againſt it, which cannot be ob- 
F jected here. | 
XZ 2. Tell me,O vain dark man, that 
3 wouldſt teach God, that replieſt a- 
7 gainſt God, What way was there elſe 
2 poſhible ? Think a little on that : 
= What way ſo ever you will pro- 
2 pound, as ſuppoſe, of leſs ſatisfaCti- 
Y on (by ſome meer creature), or no 
3 ſatisfattion; you may ſee the reaſon 
g why you like it better, 1s, becauſe 
ZE you have not the hatred of Sin, and 
3 love of Holineſs, and care of Law 
Wand Juſtice, that God hath : nor in- 
deed ſuch as you ought to have; or 
Yelſe you muſt fay, You would have 
had God ſuffer Mankind remedileſly 
| = to 
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toperiſh; and then it is becauſe you 
have not that love to Mankind that 


—_ 


God and Chriſt had : And this laſt is ® 


the molt ſeeming rational ground of '* 
our offence 3 and ſurely we will eaſi- 7 
ly be prejudiced againſt,and offended : > 
with, what God doth, when God * 
diſpleaſeth us , becauſe he did not 'z 
leave us irrecoverably to periſh with- 
out remedy. 0 carve 7n terris auime | 


& celeſtinyz manes  O the crooked ; 


mind ef dark man! 


ObjeF. But ſome have objected, It 1 
is impoſlible 3 one cannot ſuffer for # 


another. I have already arſwered } 


what can be objected about the inju- 3 


ſtice , but here the impoſlibility is | 


objected. 


Anſw.1. God's ways are above |} 
our ways and underſtandings. Shall 1 
we ſay that is impoſſible, which he } 
hath ſaid he hath done, becauſe we | 


cannot underſtand it ? 


2, Itis notoriouſly poſſible. God's | 
forbidding Men to puniſh one for an- | 
other, argueth the thing poflible ; | 
he would not forbid impoſlible 
things, The Heathens knexy it very 

: | poſiible, | 


( 
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poſſible, we may ſee, by their offter- 
ing up the fruit of their body.,for the 


ſin of their ſoul. - 
3. It is ſo highly poſſible, that it 


* hath been and is common among(t 


Men. How common 1s the tranſlati- 
on of puniſhment from one to ano- 
ther : as in Hoſtages, and men un- 


22 dertaking to bring out the offender? 
27 liable to the mulct of the offender. 
= Solomon writeth much about avoi- 


ding ſuretiſhip, becauſe, the debter 
failing, he muſt pay. Which takes it 
for granted asa thing commen. 

4. If the Papiſts, who yet would 


not be accounted Socinians (and ma- 


ny of them are not) ſhould ſcoff at 
this doctrine of Juſtification by 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and Satisfa- 
&tion, as abſurd, impoſlible (as ſome 
of them do); you may tell them how 
ſhamefully they . contradict them- 
ſelves, and grant it eminently poſli- 
ble by their proclaiming a Juſtificati- 
on. by the merits and ſufferings of 
Saints. Saint Francis his Wounds,and 
Becket's Blood 3 yea, the Virgin's 
Milk will juſtifte Men 3 yea, the 
{cour- 
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ſcourgings and ſeverities, and good i 
deeds of Men of their religious Or- 
ders, will ſo ſtand Men in ſtead. as if } 
they had donethoſe things themſelvs : 
And yet ſome of them can make lit- F 
tle or nothing of Chriſt's Death... MX 

5. To declare his Righteouſneſs, ® 
6s Ur 1Eev and Ted; WSeifiv Tis Sixcuwetrys, Þ: 
is, to declare plainly his Righteouſneſs» | 
There is ſuch a reftitude in God's Na- {| 
ture as cauſeth him to hate fin, and in- 
clineth him to puniſh it ; and this na- 
tural juſtice inclineth him to puniſh | 
fin in the perſon that commits it 3 but | 
yet not as fire burneth, that cannot ! 
do otherwiſe ; but this inclination 
(or this which we muſt conceive as 
analogical to an inclination) is ſub- 
jet to his wiſdom, and orderable by 
It. And this Oeconomy or diſpenſati- 
on concerning a Satistaftion, was as 
Governour and Rector of the world, 
that he might not diſhonour Himſelf 
in pardoning, to ſecure the glory of 

« his Juſtice, which would otherwiſe 

have been aſperſed by fins impunity, 

ve. *\and to pleaſe himſelf. in diſplaying 
the glory of his Attributes, God - 

| juſt, 
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| juſt, and this was an act of juſtice, 
governing juſtice, #0 declare at this 
& time, &c. We are prone to think , 
Z that this time of the Goſpel was only 
# atime of love,grace, and compaſlion 
Z to ſinners; but we ſee it was allo a 
X time of Demonſtration of Juſtice, of 
# the ſtricteſt juſtice, and moſt inflexi- 
XZ ble holineſs and hatred of ſin. He 
2 hereby ſheweth how little herefpect- 
39 eth-perſons, that if the deareſt Son of 
23 his love will intercede, undertake for 
& the pardon of ſinners, He ſhall pay 
dear for it. Here is inexorable Ju- 
ſtice indeed, There were indeed for- 
mer demonſtrations of God's juſtice, 
in the Deſtruction of the Old World; 
Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrab, 
and the Babylonian Captivity 3 but 
never any like this at this time,to vin- 
dicate his injured Law and Honour 
before Men and Angels. It 1s natural 
to God to havea regard to himſelf, ta 
his own honour and concernment. that 
he make not *himſeif contemptible 
ſlighted as a patron of fin, or no great : 
to it: And as Rector it beho-red {1s 
aſſert bis Majeſty, and 
| keep 
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keep up the repute of his Law and '# 
Government. How unworthy is it of # 


a ReCtor, by impunityand indulgence, 


to ſeem to have a confederacy with 2 
the breakers of his Law ? Though 7 


he pardon offenders, yet it muſt be 2 


in ſuch a way as there may be no 
ground of ſuſpition, as if he was 


' Pleaſed with fin, become ſuch a one 


as themſelves, or:not highly diſplea- Þ 
{ed with the violators of his Law; # 
it muſt be upon dreadfully-awing 
honourable terms, What can you 
imagin Chriſt's Death was a compen- 
ſation for. or a ſatisfaction unto 3 but 
to thoſe high and glorious Attributes 
of his Wiſdom, Juſtice and Holineſs ? 
that ſaving the .honour of theſe, he 
might pardon and advance to dignity 
rebells againſt Heaven, upon their re- | 
turning to their ſubjection and allegi- 2} 
ance; that the honour and credit of 
theſe might-be maintained,and yet the 
offenders not periſh. And this atroci- 
ous death of the Son of God for lin, 
did do Gad great honour in the face | 
of the Sun, and of the World: did 
allert his holineſs and If \ | 


F Chills Satisfaction, 
'S proclaim his Righteouſneſs, and is a 
& loud Thunder-clap of terror againſt 
# ſuch as ſhall again a ſecond time, and 
Z after ſuch hope brought in, undo 
= themſelves : And by this, all the di- 
X ſhonour that would have come to 
# God, by pardoning ſubmitting and 
# yielding enemies and rebels, is clear- 
3 edand wiped off, and the repute of 
# the Law as well ſecured and kept up, 
® and offenders (conſiderate) no more 
7F imboldened to {leight Him, and his 
Z Laws, and Threats, by looking on 
Z himas no great enemy to fin 3 than if 
'7 the penalty had been executed upon 
3 all Men for ever. Iſhall add no more 
® here, becauſe I have prevented my 
3 ſelf in ſpeaking largely of this before. 
3 6. That God might be juſt, and a 
3 juſtifier of faln man, that God might 
juſt and merciful. 

| 1. That God might be juſt : it 
YZ would not be ſenſe to ſtop here; for, 
3X God would have been juſt without 
this Propitiation, inflicting the puniſh- 
ment on ſinners themſelves 3 but then 
he would have been meerly juſt, and 
no juſtifier of faln man 5 becauſe man 
could 
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could never have ſatisfied; he would } 
have been always paying, and yet # 
the debt always to pay ſtill 3 ſo that 'F 
there could never have been any 
Juſtification of ſinners. > 

2. But that he mighr be juſt, and a 7 
juſtifier, He ſet out Chriſt a Propitia- 7 
tion for the remiſſion of fins. Here +} 
vou ſee two cauſes of Chriſt's death. # 


The love of God to Man one, and '# 


the juſtice of God the other. He was } 
induced to this amazing a& by his 3 
Philanthropy, his love of man, and ! 
zeal of juſtice. He ſo loved the World | 
that he gave his ozly begotten Son, that || 
whoſoever believed on him, might n0t | 
periſh, but might have everlaſting life. | 
And here his juſtice did not ſwallow | 
Ap his Mercy, nor his Mercy his Ju- | 
itice, but they are of quite diſtin 
conſiderations. Here is a loud Teſtt- 
mony of his Love to us, and love to 
his Law and Juſtice; of love to us, 
that Chriſt ſhould die rather than we ' 
periſh; and of love to his Law and | 
Juſtice, in that he hereby took or- } 
der that they ſhonald not be injured | 
by his pardoning of us. | 
ct 
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3 Yetobſerve well here, (for the un- 
Y derſtanding of the things,I have ſpo- 
2 ken of, and ſhall ſpeak of, depend 
2 much upon it) that this love was not 
Z the love of Complacency or ReGo- 
> ral love; for that is, and was, the 
2 fruit of Chriſt's Death 5 but a love 
7 of pity , ſuch as was conliſtent with 
'Z Redtoral and Legal hatred. Zalencas 
3 might lawfully have a love of pity to 
& his Son, before his invented Satisfa- 
3 ction; but Rectoral wrath and ha- 
# tred : He was bound in honour as a 
F juſt Rector to execute the Law, to 
A keep it ſacred and unblemiſhed ; and 
F this reſtrained his natural pity, from 
doing an injury to juſtice. And this 
Love that I am ſpeaking of, was the 
Loveof one that was bound 1n ho- 
nour and juſtice to be an enemy, as 
| things ſtood 3 but yet of one willing 
to find out ſome way, that he might, 
with ſafety to his honour and juſtice, 
be a friend, as Governour ; that is, 
might juſtly not inflict the penalty. 
Thus you ſee the love of Pity that 
ſent Chriſt, was nor the fruit of Chriſts 
Death : But his love of Complacency, 
his 
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his juſtifying love, Pardoning love, 


ReQtoral love, that is the fruit of his 4 


Death. 


7. Juſtifier of Sinners, of faln 


Man, that is implied in the word 
Propitiation and remiſſion of fin,cand 
in the whole texture of the words. 


And here I will ſhew you, he died 


for Juſtification of the greateſt of ſin- 


ners, upon their acceptance of him; 


ND Tits SE Ne-e GE Ee _ I» 
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yea , and of ſinners then long fince -! 


dead. 


1. For the Pardon and Juſtification 3 


of the greateſt Sinners, worlt of Men, |} 
whoſe throat was an open Sepulcher, 7 


and their feet ſwift to ſhed blood; Þ 


as Is expreſſed before,in this Chap- Þ 
ter. The greateſt Sins cannot ex- 
ceed the price paid; for they are but 


the Sins of Man : but the Sufferings # 


were the Sufferings of God. They Þ 


that were guilty of the hainouſeſt act L 
that ever the Sun ſaw, of that horrid 3 


at of Crucifying Chriſt ; upon their Þ 
repentance,and being pricked in their Þ 
hearts, were forgiven; as we read in * 


the AGs of the Apoſtles. 


2, For the Pardon and Juſtification q 
: | of 1 


Cheilts Satisfaction. ot 
| of Sinners, then dead before Chriſt's 
death , God now declareth his righ- 
# teouſncls in the remiſſion of thoſe 
4 N paſt < ſins. Whether all thoſe that 
* were juſtified and ſaved under the 
” Old Teſtament , did know of this 
;to come ſatisfaction , or not, I do 
not now diſpute. But this is plain 
I Coherher they knew of it or not ) 
| | they were not juſtified and. ſaved 
2 without God's having reſpect to this 
Jr come Propitiation 3 it was by vir- 
F tue of this which is now declared, 
#ltis now declared to Men and An- 
2 gels, that it was upon the account 
Z of the Satisraction intended and pro- 
2 miſed. They were juſtified by vir- 
F tue of Satisfaftion defigned and un- 
EZ dertaken by Chriſt, and in duetime 
2 tobe exacted and paid ; but through 
A the forbearance of God, the exaCt- 
Ying of the price for fins paſt and 
NY fore-committed , was deferred till' 
XZ the time of the Goſpel, A Merntto- 
Frious caufe is a Moral caufe; and 
Y for a Moral cauſe to operate and 
Fhave its etfe&, it is not necelfary | 
JF that it do exiſt, it ſuffticeth that it 
1 F have 
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have an F/ſe cognitum , a beeing in * 


| knowledg. A man may be properly 1 


ſaid to have bought that which he | 
hath not yet paid for, and may have *' 
the aQual benefit of his purchaſez | 
if he hath undertaken the payment, |! 
and the other accepts of , and reſts 
ſatisfied with his promiſe and un- 
dertaking. Grotizs lib. de Satisf. thus 
interpreteth this place,remiſſwon of ſins 
paſt. And it ſeemeth probable enough 
to be the meaning of this difficult 


. place, Sanguis Chriſti profuit , ante- 


quam fuit. Both the Ancients were, 
and we are ſaved by Chriſt; and 
God hath now ſet him forth a Pro- 


' Pitiation for thoſe paſt ſins. And in- 


deed til] Chriſt thus came, the Sariſ- 
faction was not paid, but through the 
torbearance of God, thus ſerved the 
tnarn, that it was undertaken, and 
promiſed, and typified , and repre- 
ſented by the Sacrifices and Types 
whicii ſhadowed 1it out; but the 
Truth, Reality, and true Sacrifice, 
came not till Chriſt, And God did 
torbear to inflict wrath on them, 
becauſe he (ſhould at length have 

{atil- 
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ſatisfaction; and now he declareth 
his Righteouſneſs in exacting the 
prefigured SatisfaCtion. They drank 
of the ſpiritual Rock that followed 
them, which Rock was Chriſt. Hence 
it is not improbably concluded by 
ſome , that he is called, . The Lamb 
ſlain from the founda- | 


. Fa * Yet 1 rather encline to 
tz0n of the world." Rev. them that read it ---writters 


13, 8. comparing It from the foundation of the 
with that place, I Pet, World in the beok of the Lamb 
ſlain. Becauſe in the ſame 

I. 19, 20. Redeemed Book, we read, Rev.17.18. 
with the precious blood Whoſe yames were not write 
of Chriſt, as of « Lamb itn in. bak of le from 
without ſpot , whove- | 
rily was fore-ordained before the foun- 
dation of the world , but was mani- 
feſted in theſe laſt times, &c. Heb. 
9. 15. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, faith , It was for 
the explation of tranſgreiſiions under 
the old Covenant 3 and ( Heb. y.6.) 
teacheth us by undemable confe- 
quence , that the viitue of Chriſt's 
death reached to ther before Chriſt; 
for he proverh, that Chriſt weed not 
( and fo ſhall not be offered oiten) 
be offered again to ihe end of the 
F 2 world: 


[| 
| | 
[| 
{| 
' 

{8 
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world; with this argument, Becauſe 
he was not often offered from the 
beginning of the world : which rea- 
fon of his, leaneth upon this implied 
foundation, That the death or 
Chriſt was as neceſſary for , and as 
intinential into the ſalvation ct 
thoſe in the Ages before Chrilt, as 
ln theſe Ages after his death. Col. I. 
20. And ( having made peace by the 
blood of his Creſs ) by him to recon- 
cile all things to himſelf: by him, I 
ſay 5 whether they be things in Hea- 
ven, or things inthe Earth. By things 
in Heaveu cannot be meant Angels 
Cas ſome yet hold ); for it we ſhould 
orant , that their confirmati::n was 
irom Chriſt. as Mediator, which yet 
ſeems harſh 5 for who will fay, if 4- 
diam had flood, his confirmation 
theuld have been from Chriſt ? Yaſ- 


gues ana Beearus leem fully to prove. ! 


FC. contrary againſt other School- 
mcn , by fuch Arguments as theſe, 
1. it 1s virtually to ſay, They 
fnould not nave had their confir- 
mation except Man had faln;or elle, 
that he ſhould have been fent a Me- 

| Glator 
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diator without Man's fall. 2. Chriſt 


# died for ail thoſe for whom he was 


7 Mediator, or merited any thing for. 


' And the Apoſtle ſcemeth to allert 
' the contrary, by that phraſe, «x 


areadCdlo dypinav, he did mot take hold 


. of, or relieve Angels (tor {9 learned 
: men obſerve the word i{1gnifics). But 


# ſhould all this be granted, yet they 


were not reconciled by Chriſt; for 


| that implieth enmity : but here he 


ſaith, that he might reconcile all things 


to himſelf, whether things in Heaver, 
z &c. It ſeems very probable, that by 
| things in Heaven are meant the Patri- 
| archs and ancient Saints before dead, 
Z That place, Gal.3.16,17. Is molt ex- 
8 preſs; firſt. That there was a Law of 


Grace, called the Covenant or Pro- 


miſe, confirmed or enacted of Gcd 


4 in Chriſt with ſaln man; the tenvur 
2 whereof was this, I hat all ftncerely 
Z obedient ! bathevers , luch as Abrahams 


{ was. ſhould be ſaved and bletled. 


3 2. That this was made by God 1n 


F Chriit. beiore the giving of the Law 


by Alnjes, 


F 3 %, Laſtly, 
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I. Laſtly, That he might be juſt, Þ 
and the juſtifier of him that believeth * 
in Feſus + 3 Or, that is of the faith of * 
Jeſus, Tov dtbons lugs, that 1s, of the 
Chriſtian faith. 

God ſet not forth Chriſt to dye 
meerly for this end, that Sinners 
might be juſtified without any more 
ado, only be ſinners. Some have ſaid, 
Be but ſure of this, that you are f1n- 

l ners, and you may believe you are ' 
| ;uſtified, The immediate effect of 
this Satisfaction, as ſatisfaCtion, and 
which is an eflental conſequent of 
a ſatisfa&ion to Juſtice, 1s only this, 
That, that obſtacle being removed, 
he might be left at liberty to act in 
the pardon of ſinners, in what way, # 
and upon what terms he pleaſed. ? 
The immediate effect is, That God ® 
might be jult, though he ſhould par- 
don finners; that he might pardon *: 
ſalvia juſtitia 5 not that he muſt par- -: 
don them, come what will of it; or :. 
be unjuſt : not that ſinners ſhould 
ipſo faFo be pardoned, the price be- 
| | ing undertaken or paid. and accept- 
| ed. The Juſtice of God, as a fliming 
{word, 


Chtlts Satisfaction. 
& word, obſtructed all treating with 
us upon any terms of reconciliation 
b rams and this would have 
*been an eternal barr to all influen- 
'ces and effluxes of favour and 
bounty whatſoever, Now this Ju- 
ſtice being fatished ( as I have be- 
[fore made out) and this barr and 
- obſtacle removed, Divine Grace and 
4 {Benignity is left at liberty freely to 
'Fa&t how it pleaſeth, and in what 
way, and upon what terms and 
4 conditions it thinketh meet. 
- 


&7 


7} Obje@. Here the Antinomians ob- 
4 ject, What do you talk of terms 
| gand conditions? Is it not injuſtice 
Yeo retuſe immediately to juſtifie the 
# Party ? 1mmediately to pardon and 
\Facquit the offender, tor whom the 
Z price was paid 2 And is 1t not 1nju- 
q tice to fet them terms and conditt- 
Zons of their benetit by the price 
: I paid tor .their juſtification and ſal- 
J vation, ſo as without the periform- 
Z ance of them they hall have no bz- 
Fact by the faid price ? 


F 4 Arn. 
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Anſ: It 1s not injuſtice, That 
which miſleadeth men, and maketh 


them think otherwiſe. 1s, their look- 7 


ing on God as if he was properly 
a Creditor, whereas he 1s Gover- 
nourz and fins are not properly 
debts owing to God, but ſo called 

metaphorically, becauſe in ſome 
things alike they ſubject us to dan- - 
ger and trouble, as debts do; and * 
they look upon ſinners as Debtors, 
and Chriſt as a Surety properly. Get 7 
theſe things weil into your minds, # 


and you may ſee through theſe 4 


miſts, 

Firſt, Labour to underſtand this, 4 
that the caſe here is not properiy 3 
the caſe of Debtors , but of offend- } 
ing Subje&s; and Ged is not to be | 
Joaked upon properly as a Credi- 7 


tor, but as a Reqor, Governour, $ 


Legillatorz and the Perion Chritt % 
ſuſtained ; and the part he acted in 
his Sufferings, was not in a ſtrict 4 
{-nſe ( though figuratively once ſo {| 
cailed ) tnat of a Surety payingthe Þ 
debt 1t ſelf, and diſcharging the # 
Bond, by paying the very thing it 1? 


” To 3 
is T2 

wha _ 

; 3 


Chriſts Satisfaction, 
ſelf in the obligation; but of a Me- 


diator, expiating Guilt, and ma- . 


king reparation to Juſtice ſome o- 
ther way than by the execution of 
the Law 3 yea, endeavouring that 
the Law, the legal threat, might nor 
be executed, by making amends for 
the non-execution of 1t. 

Secondly, Get this into your 


minds, That the Sufterings of Chriſt 
were not properly an exccution of 


the Law (though they may figura- 
tively be ſo called ) but a ſatistaQti- 
on to Juſtice, that the Law-threat 


might not be executed. The ſutfer- 


ings of Chriſt were not the very in- 
dividual things threatned 5 for it 
threatned the offenders ſhould dye, 
and be damned; Curſed is every one 
that continueth not, &c. In the day 
thou eateſt. thou fhalt dye, So that 1t 
was not Chriſt was threatned. but 
we; tor he wes not the offender. 
His ſuiferings therefore were not 
the zdew , but the tantundems; not 
proper payment, but a valuable 
conitderation, or you may call it a 
retulable payment , though it be not 

properly 
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properly payment at all; not folu- F 
tion or payment in the ſtricteſt * 
ſenſe , but a ſatisfaQion in the ſtric&- * 
eſt ſenſe : The ellence of which lies 
in this, that it is juſtly and fairly re- 
fuſable. In payment of debts, the 
moſt Laws admit payment by a Sub- 
ſtitute, and take it as all one in ac- 
count of Law , whoſoever pays it, 
ſo it be but paid; yea, 1n many ca- 
ſes, though it be by another without 


the Debtor's knowledg ; it was paid * 


by the ſame perſon in Law, though 
not by the ſame natural perſon;and 
if any Laws do lay any ſtreſs on 
the perſon of the Debtor, fo that 
it ſhall be judged as no payment 
except paid in perſon, ſuch are hard 
Laws, and againſt natural equity; ſo 
that though payment ſhould juſtly 
according to ſuch Munucipal Laws, 
be refuſlable from another, yet it 15 
not fairly tefuſable ; But it 1s quite 


_ otherwite in all Law and natural E- 


quity in the caſe of obedience and 
puniſhment : for here the Laws'do 


juſtly and equitably determine the 


ycry perſon that fha!! obey or ſut- 
- fer; 


Chuſis Satisfaction, 


| fer; and allow not any delegation, 


# as doing or ſuffering by another : 
2 fo that if another ſuffer, it is not the 


" ſame in Lawz if the penalty be 


—_ 


' ſuffered by another natural perſon, 


it is ſuffered by another perſon in 
Law. And here, Dum alizs ſolvit, 
alind ſolvitur , therefore ſuch luffer- 
ing of another contrary to Law.may 


Z be a fatisfaftion that the Rector 
Z may with hononr not execute the 
3 Law, but cannot poſlibly be an exe- 
2 cution of the Law, the zdew:, the 
Z ſame threatned. 


{ will make all plain to you thus: 
Suppoſe the Law-threat had run 


FT chus: If any man fin, he ſha]] dye, 


be damned, or another tor him ; | he, 
or anotier |] thus disjunctively ; et- 
ther of theſe would have been the 
very thing threatned, the ſame in 
Law, as the Principal and Surety 
are; and then all theſe after-ment1- 
oned inconveniences would have 

followed. | 
Firſt,ln this caſe, had God provided 
one todye for us, here would have 
bcen nothing of pardon, Here indeed 
would 
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would have been grace and favour 
in thus procuring one; but nothing 
of pardon, remiſſion of fin: for it 
would not have been a refuſable 
payment; either of their deaths 
would have been the ſame in Law, 
and ſono alt of Pardon or Grace to 
acquit upon it: whereas God for 

Eph.4.32 GÞrift's ſake forgiveth, We have by 
' his blood the remiſſion of fins. This 
would have been like proper ſolu- 

tionz and then the ſtricteſt Juſtice 

cannot deny an acquittance and ju- 

{tification to the party, for whom it 

1s paid; and there need not be, 

there cannot be, in this caſe, any 

fuch thing as pardon : pardon and 

full fatisfaftion may ſtand together, 

bur not pardon and ſolution, or pay- 

ment. e.g. If a Law be made, that 

threatens, That for ſuch an offence 

the Dclinquent ihall fit in the Stocks, # 

or another for him, thus disjun- Þ 

&ivelyz here would be grace and Þ 
favour in the Prince, to procure 
one to lit for the offender, but no- 
ting of pardon or remiſſion: for 
the utmoſt rigour of Juttice could 
not 


Chills Satisfaction, 
not refuſe to acquit upon it 3 here 
Z is no remiiting any thing the Law 
Z requires, no pardon at all: forthe 
> Law never required the offender 
- himſelf fhould ſuffer, but he or ano- 
= ther indifferently, 

' Secondly, It would alſo in this 
= caſe be injuſtice to znflift the leaſt 
1 part of the penalty threatned , up- 
2 on the offender , when the other 
Z hath ſuffered; becauſe it would be 
Z ro inflict what was never threat» 
3 ned by the Law, and ſo what is 
Z not due : for the utmoſt Juſtice re- 
2 quires no more than the ſuffering of 
7 one of them. 

3 Thirdly, It would alſoin this cafe 
3 be non-ſenſe; or injuſtice, to pre- 
2 ſcribe the Delinquent terms or con- 
'$ ditions on which he ſhould have ju- 
F fication; the benefit of the other's 
A death, or of the uther's ſitting in the 
FE Stocks; orelſeto haveno benefit by 
NY them : for the ofiender would have 
2 ripht without performing ſuch con- 
Z dicions. And therefore as a plain de- 
Y 3ing the offender the thing he hath 
right to, would be injuſtice 3 fo, to 
reduce 


94 


4 PR 


The G2eat P2opitiation : or, 
reduce back his abſolute right to a : 
conditional , would be injuſtice in © 
part : Tothreatendamnation if men 1; 
believe not, repent not, would be ! 
ſomething of injuſtice, being a par- 
tial denial. | 

Fourthly, Alſo in this caſe the of- 3 
fender would be juſtified immedi- * 
ately by the other's death, by the 4 
Law that threatned, by the very 


| Law of Works; there would need | 


no Covenant of Grace, or Goſpel- 
promiſe; it would be injuſtice to 
preſcribe terms of benefit by it, as 
Faith, Repentance, as in the other 
caſe the Delinquent would have 
right to impunity for his offence, by 
the other's (itting in the Stocks, by 
the very Law that threatned 1t, 
There needs no Law of Grace for 
requital; for it is the zdem in Law, 
the very thing threatned, and fo not 
refuſable by the {trifteſt Jultice; ro 
promiſ: here, would be to promiſe 
that which we have right to without 
promiſe; and ſuch promiſes would 
not be of Grace, but meer Nulli- 


ties, 
But 
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But this death of Chriſt was a fa- 
tisfaction much like a refuſable pay- 
ment : for the threat was, The ſoul 
that ſinned ſhould dye,be damned; not 
he, or another. The death of Chriſt 
was a ſatisfaction, a refuſable pay- 
ment 3 for God might have refuſed, 


4 if Chriſt had interceded , as Moſes, 


Blot me, I pray thee, out of the Book 


; FA Life for the people, and ſavetheir 


ouls, their lives. God might have an- 
ſwered, Thoſe that fin againſt me, I 
have only threatned , and thoſe only 
i will puniſh ; but of thee will I re- 
quire nothing , and from thee will I 
accept nothing. For the threat was 
not, If a man finned he ſhould 
dye, or ſome other for him { for then, 
either of them would have been the 
idem, the ſame in Law), and fo not 
refuſable ; but it was that the offen- 
der himſelf ſhould dye: ſo that 
whatſoever elſe than the offender's 
ſufferings, could be offered, was re- 
fuſable, and ſo could be but a Satisfa- 
ction. And then theſe things will 
ſuit and agree: 
1, Here 1s pardon and remiſtion, 
In 
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19 accepting and acquitting : for he 3 
might have refuſed to accept of ; 
Chriſt's death, andto acquit us up- ! 
on it. It isplainly, a not ſtanding to | 
his threat, a diſpenſing with his Law, ! 
notwithltanding Chriſt's death, for | 
him not to execute the Law upon #* 
us, though an honourable diſpen- * 
ſing with ir. 2 
2. Being a SatisfaCtion, a refuſa- 
ble payment, God may take off whar # 
part of the penalty He and his Son {| 
apreed, from the offender, and leave | 
on him what part they pleaſe, and | 
as long as they pleaſe and judg meet : | 
And indeed, though they did agree, 


and God hath promiſed for Chriſt's 


death-ſake,that theywho perform the 
Goſpel-condition, ſhall not periſh, 
but ſhall have eternal life: they 
ſhall rot undergo eternal forrows, 
Hell-ſorrows; yet they never agreed, 
and God never promiſed that Belie- 
vers ſhould not be aftlifted for their 
fins in this life, or that they ſhould 
not aye temporally, or that the 
ground as to them ſhould be freed 
from tht firft curie; or that belie- 

ving 
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ving Women ſhould not undergo 
pain in Child-bearing; for theſe 
things God doth inflict : therefore 
the Son in paying the ranſome, and 
the Father in accepting, never a- 
greed they ſhould be freed from 
them in this life; though yet they 
did.ſo to moderate and help in them, 
and ſanctifie by them, that a Chriſti- 
an life in this World is worth living. 
Phil. 1.22. To live in the fleſh 1s 
worth while , zagr?; leys, opere pre- 
tiuam, And it is contrary to all Scrip- 
ture, to ſay, Believers aftiictions are 
not for ſin; and it they were not 
for ſin, they would not be chaſtiſe- 
ments or corrections : for it 1s of the 
eflence of chaſtiſement, that it be a 
puniſhment 3 for puniſhment 1s the 
germs , and the whole natureof it is 


_ 


in every ſpecies, in every chaſtife- | 
ment. Puniſhment 1s truly defined, 
the infliction of a natural evil, for 
a moral evil; and this 1s in every | 
chaſtiſement, If a Father ſhould 


whip his Child, not for any fault, 
but only to do him good, we might 
poſlibly call it blood-letting, but not 

G cha- 
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chaſiiſement , becauſe it 1s not pe» 
nal. If betye ur his Child, not for 
any {:nit. but left he run into dan- 
gers ir his sbfence, you cannot call 
this, correction or chaitiſement, 
though grievous to the Child, be- 
cauſe it Is not jor a fault, And if 
God do pnniſh his people with 
remporal chaſtiſements, then they are 
io far, and as to thoſe temporal 
chaſtiſements, unpardoned; ſo far 
as they are puniſhed, ſo far they are 
unpardoned. If a Traytor be par- 
doned , but muſt loſe ſome part of 
his Goods, he is then pardoned as 
to his Life and Lands, but not as to 
that part of his Goods. Ir is not leſs 
abſurd to ſpeak of chaſtening tor a 
fault never committed , than for a 
fault perfeftly and every way pat- 
doned. You may fee how this an- 
ſwers thele diflicultics : It 1 be a 
Satisfaftion, he may pardon the of- 
tenders. as to their ruin and deftru- 
ction by their fins, and yet leave 
jome part of the penaliy on them, 
that may make their hearts ake, 
and eyes Weep 3 though they be as 

brands 
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brands plucked out of the fire, yet 
he may chufe not ro make them 1m- 
mediately in this lite, be like thoſe 
whoſe garments ſmelled nor of it, 
without any fhew of injuſtice. 

2, If the Sutfferings of Chriſt 
were a Satisfaction, a reſfulable pay- 
ment; then, As God is bound no 
further to acquit rhe parties ior 
whom it is paid, than, he accepting 
it, and Chriſt paying it, agreed 2 fo 

which is the main thing | have fpo- 
ken all this, to aniwer), Heis bound 
only in ſuch a wey and on ſuck terms 
and conditions, to acquit the Otfen- 
der, as the party paying the price, 
and the party accepting of it, as 
greed on. 

Now Go:q d;d nat {et forth Chrift 
a Propitiation , amt Gariit did not 
give himicit a Frevitiation, that fin- 
ners ſhould immeciarcly be acquitted 
without any more ado, only be fin- 
ners: for the Father and Son had 2 
care, not only of the oftender's good, 
but alſo of their own honour: for. 
if we ſhall ſuppoſe. that through this 
Satisfaction, 1t might now well have 
2 con- 
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conliſted with Cod's Juſtice 3 yet 1t 

1s certain, it was not conliftent with 

tis wiſdom and prudence in Govern- 
ment, tG pardon and deliver thoſe * W 
tar ſhould {light deliverance; foto 2 
redeem Creatures, as to have them 
lawleſs; to loſe his Rule and Go- 
vernment over them; that they may 
lay, We are delivered to commit all 
theſe abominations:; tobe like School- # 
boys , that hive their erders, that 
they may do well it they will; but if 3 
they will not, the Maſter cannot * 
juſtly, according to thoſe Tempora- * 
ry Laws, puniſh them. Chriſt was # 
not properly a Surety (though Me- 
* taphorically once ſo called)who hath 
only a care of one party to get de- 
liverance for the D<btor, and ca- 
reth not tor the Creditor; but he 
vas a Mediator , a middle- perſon, 
and had care of both; would have 
their redemption and deliverance on- 
Iy in ſacha way , as ſhould no way 
| diſhonour God. He had a care cf the 
| Worihip, Service, and Honour of 
God, as well as of man's impunity 
and deliverance; and he would alſo 
have 
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have a care that he {hnild not be re- 
FS proachcd as an unhtoiy Saviour 3 to 
Z have redeemed one to live. as if the 
* Blood of the Covenaat was an unho- 
= ly thing, and would allow them im- 
punity 1n all fin. He would not for 
his part have his unſpotted Righte- 
Z ouſneſs to ferve as a covering to 
3 wrap and cover wilfully continuing 
3 running ſores. Nay, Chriſt was fo far 
Z from meerly deligning and bargain- 
3 ing for the ſalvation of them that 
3 ſhould continue wiltul contemners of 
God and his Laws; from intending 
his death for a Sanctuary, where wil - 
ful continuing enemies might find re- 
| fuge and ſafety 5 that his defign was, 
to bring Religion into theWoild,and 
to fetch 1t back irom that ſwoon 
wherein It mult needs have lain, kad 
not Chriſt dyed, had ithcre. been no 
hope for repenting returning fin- 
ners. He was fo far from meerly pur- 
chafing the pardon of any, live they 
as they liſt , that one of the great 
ends of his death was, That purcha- 
ling fach hope for them that return» 
ed, they might purifie themlcl ves ; 
G 3 Pur - 
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- purchaling ſuch Promites, they might | 
cleanſe themſelves from all poiluti- 
ons of ticfh and ſpirit. 3/0 gave him- Þ 

Tit.2.14. Self for #5 > that be might redecn: bs 
from all iniquity, and purifie unto him- 
ſelf” a peculiar people zealous of good | 

e Pet. 2.works. He bare our fins ( that is, rhe 

24puni{hment of our l1as)zx his own bo- ©! 
dy on a tree, that we being dead unto | 

ſon, might live unto righteouſneſs. That Þ 
whereas God would have had no! 
ſervice, no obedience, there be-# 
ing 20 forgiveneſs with him that th: 
might be feared, but Earth wonld | 
have been like Hell; now . Godf$ 
might have ſuch poor ſhattered ſer-| 
vice as our degenerate eſtate is capa- 
ble of, | 

Therefore be fure, He would 
not uic ſuch an unlikely means as 
this; to bargain. for, and purchaſe of 
his Father pardon of ſinners, fo ab- 
joJutely, that ſhould they wiltully 
{light their Redeemer . they ftrouid 
yet have the benezhrt of his dearh.and 
he ſhould be unjuſt in denying them 
pardon, and therefore wiſh them on- 
ly to repent, believe, reform, out ot 

e009 


ſhort, Whether of thee are © t. 
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good nature, and ingenuity, and by 
way of thankfulneſs 3 but if they 
ſhould retuſe, he ſhould be unjuſt, ac- 
cording to ſuch an Oeconomy, it te 
deny to them the pardon and jultiti- 
cation procured by Chriſt. Nay, let 
any man that is not forſaken of 
Reaſon, as well as Religion ; that is 
not giddy and drunk with crror, 
and 1s not Ignorant of the wicked- 
nels of man's nature , judg , Whe- 
ther this would be as likely a means 
for Chriſt to bring Religion into the 
World, to obtain that they ſhoutd 
have the fruit and benetit of his death 
to juſtification and liivation, whe- 
ther they repent, return, or nos you 
ſhall have theſe things, live as you 


liit ; only I beſcech J ou, by LERY or 


gratitude, repent, reform: Or. tur 
God to give his Son, and Chritt give 
himſelf, that whoſoever ſhoul.! b<- 
lieve, repent, return. ſhould hey th. 
benefit of it; and otherwife fo ta 


i 


lier way to lay ſuch a foundation #: 
the world, judg yo. Vouto hy it 
pardoning fins 2painit the ict! Coy 
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nant, ſhew ſo dreadfully (by the | 
death of his Son) how hardly and 5 
difticultly he diſpenſed with his Law, # 
that men might after go on in ſin # 
without danger? Surely one of the 
ends of Chriſt's dying was to ſhew, ** 
that if he would not pardon ſinners | 
againſt the firſt Covenant , without 
ſuch a (tupendious Satisfaction, how # 
hopeleſs will thtir condition be, that 3 
pertorm not the terms of this ſecond *? 
Covenant, founded in the blood of Þ 
Chriſt! | 3 


iP 


Chriſt never agreed for the ſalva- # 
tion of final jimpenitent Unbelievers, | 
never ſatisfied tor that, though he | 
did for impenitency , and unbelief, | 
and rejection of Chriſt for a time, 
provided they came 1n at laſt, He ob- 
rained of God, nat to take every de- 
nial, every rejection, tor an utter Jols | 
of all (for then we had all periſhed); 
but obtained that God wculd wait, 
and belong-ſuffering to finners, and 
accept them torighteoulſneſs and lire, 

_ provided they come in. before death. 
They that have a mind to it,notwith- 
ſranding Chriſt's bearing their ſins, 


may 
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may bear them themſelves: and many 
will do ſo; even they that knowing 
the terms of Jultification and Salva- 


b 
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Z only, ſhall have benefit by this Pro- 
2 pitiatory death of Chriſt , that (hall, 


3 wherean it is offered, and if they 
{Þ finally refuſe it on theſe terms, they 
g ſhall have no benefit by it , but the 
wrath of God ſhall abide on them; 
yea, and they ſhall perith with hea- 
vier perdition, with forer puniſh- 
ment, becauſe of their treading un- 
der foot the blood of the Covenant; 
tlighting of it as not worthy their 
acceptance upon the terms of 1t : 
Which is this new Covenant. this 
ſecond Covenant made in the blood 
o: Chrilt, + 

So that I may fay, Though imme- 
ciately and antecedently , to the 
contideration of fixing the terms,and 
making this ſecond Covenant, Chriſt 
dyed 
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if 52u know what Condemnation. | 
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dyed (as I told you before) that | 
God might be juſt, though he ſhould ! 
pardon finners; yet he dyed eventu- | 
ally, and the new Covenant being '*# 
conlidered, that God might be jult, :* 
and the juſtifier of him that is of the 
faith of Jeſus. He ſo loved the world, _ 
that he gave his only begotten Son,that : 
whoſoever believed, &c. And for this * 


cauſe he is the Mediator of the new * 
Covenant, that by means of death 
for the redemption of Tranfgrefii- 2 


eftectually called , converted) might 3 
receive the promiſe of the eterna! 
Inheritance, 
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Now it ts neceſlary for your in- 
ſtruction herein, that I make out to | 
you theſe three things. | 


1. What Juſtification is. 
2. What the Covenart. 
2, What the Condiiioz. 
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Firlt, What Juſtification, and is 
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is, you may by it know what Juſtiti- 
cation is; for contraries are mutual- 
ly known by one another. Now 


Z Condemnation is contrary to Juſti- 
fication. Who ſhall lay any thing toggn, y. 


the charge of Gods Ele&* it is God that 


; Juſtifieth , Who. is he that condemmeths 
| If there be acontroverſie between men, yy; 


and they come unto judgment , that 
the Judges may judg them; then they 


2 ſhall juſtifie the righteous, and con- 


dermin the wicked. 

Now there is a twofold Condem- 
nation, vis. by the Law , and accor- 
ding io the Law; that is, by the 
Law, and by the ſentence of the 
Judge. 

A man that tranſgrefſeth a Law. is 
Immediately condemned by the Law. 
Adam inthe very moment he tranſ- 
pretied the Law, was condemned in 
Law ; thats, made guilty, the death 
threatned was made due to him. And 
2gain, whea an offender is proceed- 
cd againſt according to the Law.and, 
by the ſentence of the Judg. ſeaten- 
ccd according to the Law, then he is 
Senientially condemned : Firſt, the 

Law 
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Law condemns him, and then the 
Judg according to the Law. 
So there is a Juſtilication in Law, . 
and a Juſtification by the Sentence 7 
of the Judg. And theſe two ſenſes |; 
of the word can only challenge any 
kind of proprietyz one 1s called 
Sentential Juttification , by the fen- 
tence of the Judg, pronouncing 
him righteous , and one that ought 
to be acquitted according to the 
Kom.5-19 Law, The other 1s called * Conſfti- 
—_— tative Juſtification, or Juſtification 
$ig0Ja, 11 Law; which is, of one "that hath 
right to be acquitted, when accuſed, 
When the Scripture fpeaketh oft Ju- 
ſtitication by Chriſt, by faith, or to 
lite, 1t conſtantly uſeth it in one of 
theſe ſenſes. He that is a believer, 
that hath performed the Goſpel- 
condition, 1s juſtified immediately, 
ipſo jure, in Law-title, by the Law 
ot Grace; he 1s conſtitutively juſtt- 
fed by that Covenant or Golpel- 
grant | He that believeth, ſhall be ſa- 
ved |; hath right to not-periſhing, 
and a right to eternal lite, by this 
promiſe; though he is not ſenrenti 
ally 
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ally juſtified till the day of Judg- 
ment : The Lord grant he may find 
mercy at that day, {aith the Apoſtle. 

By the Law of Grace or Promiſe, 
immediately the {inner upon his be- 
lieving, hath right to impunity, as to 

Hell, and right to the Inheritance by 
Promiſe : and at the laſt day ſhall be 
adjudged to 1t, to the immediate poſ- 
{cfſion of all thoſe Immunities which 

were given by the Law of Grace or 
Promiſe. Not the hearers.but the dovr 

of the Law ſhall be Juſtified--- In the Gab5e5. 
day when God (ball judg the ſecrets of 

all men according to my Goſpel. We 
through the ſpirit do wait for the hope 

of righteouſneſs by faith ; that is. tor 
juſtification by faith at the laſt day. 

But this Sentential juſtification is to 
come. Therefore whenſoever the 
Scripture ſpeaketh of juſtification 

in this life (as for the moſt part it 
doth ), being juſtified by faith , we 

have peace with God. But you are ſan- 
Hifed, you are juſtified---it Is to be 
underſtood of juſtification in Law- 
titlez and in this ſenſe it is to be un» 
derſtood here, We may fay of a man 
whoſe 
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whoſe caſe is good according to the 
Law, that ought to be acquitted 
when it cometh to trial , The Law 
juſtifieth him, the Law acquits him, 
he is juſtified already 1n Law 3 and 
ſo are believers in this life : There zs 
n0 condemmation to thoſe that are in 
Chriſt J:jus,who walk not after the fleſh 
but after the ſpirit. The juſtihcation 
here ſpoken of , is expreſled by ano- 
ther word inthe Text, 2iz. Remiſſaor: 
of fins. And the Scripture conſtant- 
ly uſeth Juſtification in the Goſpel- 
way, and pardon or remiſſion of fins, 
as equipollent terms; and the Apo- 
{tle proveth, there is no juſtification 


R on. 4 « EDT 
-, 8, now by work<«,but by pardon of fins, 


Citing it out of the Pſalms; Bleſſed 
are they whole iniquities are pardoned, 
and whoſ: [151+ are covered. Bleſſed is 
the man ty wh the Lord doth not in- 
pute iniquity. Vterve the place, 
and you will {ee he vſeth zwputing 
righteouſneſs without works, and mot 
imputizig iniquity, 35 the very ſame. 
Again, inthe Text. ju{{i/7:5 freely by 
his grace. through the »ecenption chat 
#5 inCoriſt, 15 this capreved 18 othe! 
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Scriptures, Redemption through his Eph. 1.7- 
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7 70u therefore. brethren , that through 3839. 


Tp. 


2 miſſion of ſins > and by him all that 
& believe are juſtified from thoſe things 
from which they could not be juſtified 
by the Law of Moſes. The biood of the Vatt- 26. 
of ew Covenant ſhed for the remiſſion of © 
fins. And this juſtification of linners, 
or forgiveneſs of fins, 1s reckan'd as 
one Article of the Creed, as ellenti- 
ally neceſlary to ſalvation to be be- 
lieved. | 
And indeed, the Juttihcation ( 1n 
law ) of faln man, is ail one with the 
pardon of ſin. And as for the reſpe- 
Ctive difference of pardon being a 
diſcharge from the obligation of the 
Law to puniſhment 3 and juſtificati- 
on from the condemnation and ac- 
cuſation of the Law; it is fo little, 
that it 15 not worth while to clear it 
to youg for the obligation of the 
Law to puniſhment, and the con- 
es demnation 
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demnation and accuſation of the : 
Law. are one and the ſame aCt, { 

ſuſtification of one guilty , 1s all 5 
one with pardon of fin. Yet there is | 
this difference between Juſtification | 
taken at large, and pardon, v7z, 
None can be pardoned but an offen- 
der; but a man that was never an of- | 
tender, is capable of being juſtifted 
(as Adam would have been, had he 
{tood) again(t any charge pleaded 
or pleadable againſt him. But if 
once a man be guilty of the breach 
of a Law, his Pardon and Juſtifica- 
tion are all one ; for there can be no 


Juſtification of offenders, but by a 


legal difcharge of the ſinner from 
the obligation to puniſhment, which 
is pardon. So that Juſtification a- 
Gively taken,is an att of God, where- 
by he pardoneth our fins, or diſchar- 
geth us from condemnation, or gl- 
veth right to ſalvation, notwith- 
ſtanding 'our fins. All theſe are the 
ſame. and only differ in words. If you 
ſhould define Fxſtification , An a@ of 
God, whereby he pardoneth our ſins, 


and conſtituteth ws righteous 5 all the 
| fauit 
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fault here is only this, You do tau- 
tologize 3 for there needeth no more 
to righteouſneſs, than pardon of fin: 
for that which putteth an offender 
into ſuch a ſtate, as if he had per- 
formed the Law 1n all things, that 
doth perfe&ly juſtifie, or conſtitute 
him righteous: but, pardon of all 
fins, both of omiſfion and commiſfſi- 
on, doth put a maninto that ſtate, as 
if. he had performed the Law in all 
things ( for it putteth him into that 
eſtate, as if he had tranſgreſlſed the 
Law zi nothing 3 therefore, as if- he 
had performed theLaw in all things). 
It is impoſiible to find a middle. I 
ſay, there needeth no more to righ- 
teouſneſs, than pardon of fin. If all 
his fins be pardoned, he is zpſo / pom 
nor rews , not guiltyz and if not 
guilty, he is juſtzs, juſt. It is impoſ- 
ſible to find any medium is 79 Slug, 
in capaci, Ina capable Subject. In a 
ſubje& uncapable, where there is not 
debitave ineſſendi ; there may be not- 
ouilty, not-unjuſt, and yet not-juſt ; 
as In a Brute or Stone. If a man by 
his ſin be guilty , be obliged to loſe 

H Heaven 
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Heaven and go to Hell, if his fin * 

be once parcouned, this obligation 
once diflolved, heis in ftatuquopriws, |} 
hath right to Heaven, and to be |] 
free from Hell. It right toany good | 
thing that a man ſhould have, if in- 
nocent, ſhould yet be wanting to a 
man pardoned ( as you may ſeeI 
did yield ſuch a thing before as to 
this liie ) the want of that good 
thing 1s part of puniſhment 3 and 
therectore he is not wholly pardon- 
ed, no morethan wholly juſtified as 
yet, except the right to that good 
thing be reſtored. If the pena daw- 
21i,the loſs of the enjoyment of God 
be puniſhment-, then pardon of fin 
reltoreth right to the enjoyment of 
God; elſe not fully pardoned, no 
more than juſtified. If a Traytor 
be pardoned, but muſt loſe his 
Goods, he is then pardoned and ju- 
ftihed as tro his Lite. and Lands, 
but not as to his Goods. So that they 
are the ſame thing . his pardon and 
juſtificationg and there 1s no more 
in the juſtiticatiun of an . offender, 
than parden of ſin, Thoſe learned 
men 
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4 men thar oppoſe this, conſtantly 


grant, That if pardon of fin pur 
an offender into ſuch an eſtate, as 
if he had performed the Law in e- 
very thing, then it would appa- 
rently be the whole of Jultiticati- 
on: and alſo that pardon of ſin 


| putteth him into ſuch an eſtate, as 


if he had offended the Law in no- 
thing ; and alſo that the fatisfaftion 
of Chriſt is enough for pardon of 
fin, But they maintain, that it 1s pof- 
ſible for a man not to have offend- 
ed the Law in any thing, and yet 
not fo have fulfilled the Law in eve- 
ry thing, which I ſhould by no 
means tell them that know it not, 
was it not in duty to inſtruct you, 
that it Is oppoſed without ſhew of 
reaſon. 

And by the way you may fee how 
contrary to Reaſon (as well as Scr1- 
ture) that way of theirs is, who 
hold , That Chriſt's fulfilling of,and 
Chriſt's obedicnce to the Law. is ac- 
counted, imputed, as if believers 
had fulfilled and obeyed the Law in 
his ſo doing: You may hold the active 

| 2 and 
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and paſſive righteouſneſs of Chriſt a Þ 
ſatisfaction to Juſtice for our breach ? 
of the Law ; both of thema valua- 1 
ble conſideration, on which God | 
will acquit the offenders, fo they do | 
but pertorm the Goſpel-conditions; | 
and I can eaſily anſwer all the Ar- | 
guments I have read, to exclude his þ 
active obedience from being part of | 
the ſatisfaction to Juſtice for the 
breach of the Law : But to hold, o- 
ver and beſide ſuch a ſatisfaQion for 
our diſobedience, that there is made 
over to us a right to his obedience, 
ſo as God to account us as if we had 
obeyed the Law in him 3 befide the 
danger of making God account men 
as perfect as Chriſt, and accounting 
that which 1s not true 3 

Firſt , It is altogether needleſs: 
for the. Law requireth not of us, 
both ſuffering and obedience, in re- 
ſped of the ſame time and actions, 
but only one of them 3 either our 
obedience, or our undergoing the 
penalty. And it is vainly alledged, 
that it requireth ſuffering for the 
time paſt, and obedience tor the fu- 

ture, 


: Chriſts Satisfaction, 
FS ture. It is in effe& to deny: Chriſt 
TS hath ſatisfied for future ſins: Ere 
long thoſe future ſins will be paſt; 
and if we do not obey for the fu- 
© ture, we fin 3 and if welin, the Law 
Z requireth only our ſuffering for ex- 
4 piation; and that, Chriſt's Satisfa&i- 
# on, Expiation, Propitiation, hath fa- 
i tisfied for. 
| Secondly , It maketh the death and 
ſufferings of Chriſt needleſs: for if 
we obeyed the Law in him, he being 
in our ſtead, ſo as God accounted 
us to have obeyed in him; then there 
was no need of his death: for though 
we obeyed not inour felyes, yet we 
obeyed in Chriſt, If a Soldier be by 
the Martial Law to watch his hour or 
dye; if another be accepted to watch 
for him, ſo as it may be ſaid another 
hath watched for him; though he 
did not watch, what, Muſt this other 
Soldier dye for him, as well as watch 
for him? No Law requires both. Tt 
was not, Do this, and dye. If his 0- 
bedience was ſo formally for us, as 
to be accepted by God for us, as it 
we had fulfilled the Lay in every 
H 3 thing, 
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thing, What need was there of a Sa- | 
tisfaction, to make as if we had b:o- | 
ken the Law in nothing? @* wice | 
verſi. 

Thirdly, Tf Chriſt fulfilled the 
Law for us in this ſenſe, ſo as it is to 
be imputed ro us, as if we had ful- 
nlled the Law our ſelves 3 then we 
ſhould be freed altogether from any 
obligation from the Law to cobedi- 
ence ; juſt as we are freed from the 
condemnation of the Law , becauſe 
Chriſt underwent it as a Satisfaftion 
for us, we ſhould not then fin in not- 
obeying the Law, and we could not 
be pardoned by Chriſt for our ſins 
In not obeying the Law; for they are 
no fins according to this Hypo- 
theſis, | 

"Tf there be a Law, .That if a ſer- 
vant... hired for a year, ſhall refuſe 
to ſcrve his year's ſervice (if his Ma- 
iter require) he ſhall lyen the priſon 
a year, Suppoſe one hired did not 
ſerve a year, but ancther ſerved a 
year gn0d and faithful ſervice for 
him , Maſt this hired man alſo fei ve 
2 year for himſelf, or he 1» to blame? 

and, 
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and, Muſt this man, accepted to ſerve 
a year for him, aiſolye in priſon for 
him? What it I did not ſervea year, 
yet another ſerved for me, and better 
ſervice than I can perform? What 
need is there, may he ſay.that I ſhould 
ſerve it my ſelf? Do I think I can 
mend his work? do it better my 
ſelf, than I have done it in him ? 

I am almoſt aſhamed to lay open 
the weakneſs of them that hold theſe 
things. after ſuch muJtitudes of learn- 
ed Proteſtants have ſhown their ab- 
ſurdity. How much clearer is the 
Scripture-way, of God for Chriſt's 
ſak-: juſtifying and pardoning us, for 
Chritt's Satisfaction, Propitiation ? 
than to talk of our fulfilling the 
Law 3 yea, or ( which 1s not ſo 1ll) 
our ſatisfying in Him, ſuffering in 
Him , or redeeming our ſelves 1n 
Him, or God accounting us to 
have fatisfied in Him, Theſe are 
Phraſes the Scripture is a ſtranger 
unto: though it they will ſay , as 
ſome, They mean no more by ſuch 
ſpeeches, but that God for Chriſt's 
vatisfaCtion gives us all theſe Gofpel- 

| H 4 mercies ? 
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mercies: I ſhall only ſay, They might | 
ſpeak plainer, And our ſatisfying in 
Him is true, jn a figurative ſenſe, 
though not in a proper ſenſe; and 
ſo God's accounting us to have fa- 
tisfied in Him : yet, in na poſſible 
ſenſe is our fulfilling the preceptive 
part of the Law in Him, true; for, 
this would make Chriſt's ſatisfaCtion 
needleſs. 


Now ſince I have defined Juſtifi- 
cation by pardon of ſin ; it isneceſ- | 
ſary that I cell you what Pardo is: 
Pardon 1s a diſlolution, or diſcharge 
from the obligation to puniſhment. 
It is none of theſe four things that | 
only pretend to come in compett- | 
tion, - | 

1. Pardon of fin is not, A ma- | 
king fin ceaſe to be : for that is to 
be aſcribed to SanCtification, which 
Is a real change in oppoſition to re- 
 {ative. ; 
2, Tt is not, making that it ſhould 
be ſaid, that the fin was never com- 
mitted; this is impoſlible. 
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3- It is n6t, making fin that it do 
not in its own nature deſerve dam- 
nation. 

4. It is not, the executive taking 
off the penalty 3 for this is a conſe- 

uent of pardon, by virtue of ju- 
lice and faithfulneſs. Yet ſome- 
times it is uſed in this improper ſenſe 
in Scripture. 

But it is, A diſſolution of the 
obligation to puniſhment ; the due- 
neſs of the penalty is taken away 
immediately by pardon, and ſfore- 
motely and ultimately the penalty; 
Gad being juſt and faithful, will not 
inflict what is not due, what he hath 
made not due by his Law of 
Grace. 

So that Juſtification aftively ta- 
ken for God's act, is an a& of God, 
whereby he pardoneth our fins, or, 
diſfolveth the obligation-to puniſh- 
ment. And then Juſtification, when 
taken paſſively for the effect of Ju- 
ſtification, is, A diſlolution of, or 
diſcharge from the obligation to 
Hell and Puniſhment, or a right to 
Salyation; or, a right to be free 

from 
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from Condemnation, which is no- 
thing elſe but a right to ſalvation. 

It doth not, in this Diſcourſe, 
concern me to ſpeak of the further 
degrees of Happineſs ſuperadded : 
for, Juſtification of it ſelf compre- 
hendeth no more than right to what 
would have been due tous if we had 
been righteous without pardon, had 
never tranſgreſled the Law : for, Ju- 
ſtification 1s from ſome thing, as well 
as to ſome thing. Yet this, on the 
by : Greater things than we fell 
from, do come to man by the ſame 
Law of Grace, by the ſame 
blood of Chriſt, and upon the per- 
formance of the ſame condition, that 
Juſtification or pardon of ſin doth, 
As for the meritorious cauſe of this 
Juſtification!, I have ſpoken very 
largely of it already: for whoſe 
ſake, merit, Cnjzs intuitu: 1 told 
you that he juſtifies us through the 
redemption that is in Chriſt 3 and 
I dare not ever and anon return to 
ſpeak of it here, leſt I ſhould con- 
found your underſtandings. I ſhall, 
after this, ſpeak of God's working 

Faith 
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caith in us, that we might be julti- 
fied, and Chriſt's meriting of it. 
Therefore do not in your too for- 
ward thoughts over-run me, as if I 
denied any thing I come not yet to 
ſpeak of. | 

Now I will tell you what this act 
of God is; how God diſchargeth 
the ſinner, and diſfolveth this ob- 
ligation to Puniſhment, and fo gi- 
veth right to ſalvation which we 
loſt by our fins, 

It is by fome new Law or Con- 
ſtitution, by ſome Covenant or Pro- 
miſe, founded in Chriſt's Satisfa(ti- 
on. It is ſome judicial juridical act, 
and therefore by ſome Law-act. I 
thus prove It, | 

r. It is impoſſible that a man that 
1s a ſinner ſhould have right to be 
freed from condemnation, but it 
muſt be by fome Law of Grace, 
ſome legal diſcharge. Such a js or 
right cannot poſſibly paſs , but by 
ſome Law-act, IF a Reftor ſhould 
refuſe to inflict the penalty on a 
man guilty or condemned, this is 
not Pardon or Juſtification. You 
may 


223 


324 FTheGzeeatPyopitiation: or, 
may call ic Suſpenſion, Impunity; 
but the offender hath no right to 
the Impunity, the obligation to 
puniſhment 1s not diſlolved by it. 
Yea, ſuppoſe God ſhoyld have re- 
ſolved within himſelf never to in- 
flick the —_— z yet he might in- 
flit jt when he would, without in- | 


juſtice ( though I confeſs not with- 
out mutabilicy ), the ovii:ader hath 
no right to impunity by ſuch an in- 
tention, no jxs, the obligations nat 
diſſolved till ſome lex remedians, 
ſome remedying Law. ſame Refto- 


ral Law of Oblivion, ſome Aq& of 
Pardon and Oblivion: elſe, it is on- 
Iy torbearance , but no . acquit- 
tance, no diſcharge, no pardon, no 
juſtification. | 
2. God will be true to his own 
Laws, and will not leave a man un- 
puniſhed to whom puniſhment is 
due by his own Conſtitutions, all 
things conſidered; but his judgment 
and execution will be according to 
Prov, 17-Truth and Law. He: that condemn - 
oth the righteous, and juftifieth the 
wicked , they both are an abomination 
#9 
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to the Lord. He will ſentence men 
according to his own Laws ; and he 
will not juſtifie or condemn pro H;- 
bits, but according to his own decla- 
red Laws. He will not ſententially 
hereafter juſtifie, nor will he ac- 
count juſtified here, any finner, but 
whom the new Law of Grace. the 
Goſpel founded in the blood of 
Chriſt juſtifieth, which only juſtif- 
eth Believers. | 

3. Condemnation is by ſome Law: 
therefore Juſtification muſt be by 
ſome Law; for, Contraries are of 
the ſame general nature. As con- 
demnation is by a Law-threat 3 fo 
Juſtification .of a finner muſt be by 
a Law-promile. It is a Law-rule, that 
Obligations are diſlolved by the ſame 
way whereby they are made. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of boaſting being 
excluded in Juſtification, asketh, By 
what Law? and anfwers, By the Law 
of Faith; implying plainly, Men 
are juſtified by the Law of Faith. 

4+ We may clearly ſee it by the te- 
nour of the Covenants, Kor. 10.5,5,9 
Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs ws 
the 
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the Law, the tenour of the Cove- 
nant of Works, which would have 
juſtified men, had they performed 
the condition of it : The man which 
doth theſe things, ſhall live in them. 
But the righteoulneſs of faith, the 
tenour of the Covenant of Grace, 
the word which we preach, 15 this : 
Tf thou confeſs with thy mouth, and 
believe with thy heart, that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, thou (halt 
be ſaved. Had man performed the 
Legal Condition, perfe& and perpes- 
tual obedience, the Law of Wot ks 
would have juſtified him. There- 
fore, now, if a man perform the Go- 
ſpel- condition; the Goſpel, this Law 
of Faith, will juſtifie him, See alſo 
Gal.3.16,17,21.22, of the two Co- 
venants. To Abraham and his ſeed 
were the Promiſes made; that 1s, to 
Abraham, and all true Believers that 
are of the Faith of Abraham; as he 


fully explains himſelt in other places 


of the Chapter , eſpecially the laſt 
verſe. And 1s the Law againſt the 
Promifes of God, againſt this Cove- 
nant conlirmed of God in Chriſt, 

_ - _"J hat 
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That he that believeth ſhall live? Had 
there been a Law which could have 
given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould 
have been by that Law © but the Scrip- 
ture hath concluded all under fin, that 
the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
might be. given to them that believe. 
We may argue plainly thus: This 
Law, this Covenant-Promitſe, Believe 
and live; can give life, that is, right 
to lifes for ſome do perform the 
Condition of this Law ; Therefore, 
verily Righteouſneſs is and muſt be 
by this Law, Can any man poſlibly 
give a reaſon why that Law would 
have juſtified, would have: given 
right to life, and fo righteouſneſs 
have been-by it, to a man that had 
performed perte&t obedience ,; and 
not this Believe and live, perform 
the Goſpel-conditions and live; and 
not this juſtifie , give right 'to life, 
and ſo righteouſneſs be by it? 

5. To deny this, is toſay, the 
Goſpel-Promiſes are meer Cyphers 
and Nullitiesz they have no effe&., 
If they do not give right to Impu- 
nity and eternal life, which is Ju- 
ſtification 
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ſtification to thoſe that perform the 
conditions : Nay, it is todeny that 
they are Promiſes; for if Promiſes, 
they muſt have the common nature 
of Promiſes, which is to give right. 
To deny the efficacy of them, 1s to 
deny they are gracious Promiſes it 
is to ſay they are uſeleſs, as to giving 
the right ; we ſhould have had right 
without them. It is no AQ of Obli- 
vion, much lefs a very gracious Act 
of Oblivion, that doth not pardon 
and juſtifie properly them that per- 
form the Conditions of it 3 no A& 
of Oblivion to him that would be 
juſtilied by doing that which is the 
condition of it without it. And this, 
by the way : They that ſay, Faith 


 attaineth right as an Inſtrument, 


and not as a condition, make all the 
Promiſes Nullities; they in efte& fay, 
We ſhould have had right, had we 
performed that thing which is the 

condition, without fuch a promiſe. 
Thus you ſee, Juſtification muſt 
be by ſome Law of Grace; and in- 
deed Proteſtants ſeem agreed, it 1sa 
Jutidical At. Now what Law of 
| Grace 
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Grace is it > What names 1s it to be 
called by? You may call it , The 
Promiſe, the Covenant, the Law of 
Grace, the Law of Faith,the Goſpel; 
by theſe names it is called in Scrip- 
ture. The tenour of it 1s this : He 
that turneth, ſhall live : He that be- 
lieveth, ſhall be ſaved : He that ac- 
cepteth Chriſt in the Goſpel-way, 
on the Goſpel-terms, ſhall have the 
benefit of this Propitiation to his 
juſtification and ſalvation, though 
never ſo great a ſinner. This 1s the 
Goſpel, the Law of Faith , the Law 
or Covenant of Grace founded in 
the blood of Chriſt. Theſe Promi- 
ſes are Tea and Amer in Chriit; are 
the Covenant confirmed of God in 
Chriſt,as the Apoſtle calls them. And 
by this all were juſtitted and ſaved, 
that ever were faved by the blood 
of Chriſt. You ſhall all be: judged, 
that is, juſtified or condemned, fen- 
tentially, according to this Goſpel. 
And, as you ſhall be ſententially 
judged according to this Law of 
Liberty at the laſt day; ſo, you 
are here in this life conſtitutively 

1 juſtified 
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juſtthed or condemned here in law. 
2- The word which Chriſt fpake ſhall 
ONGemn men attic laft day; ſhall ju- 
, COndemn, Soit dock Law- 

© them that obey the Go- 
mere. For not the hearcrs of the 
are aſe before God ( he {peak- 
ih eo the Law of ty ce : it is like 
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nat, Not every oze that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord but he that doth the will 
of my Father. PRs inherit the King- 
dom of Heaven ):; but the doers of 
the Law ſhall be Gaftified, in the day 
whe God fhail pry the ſecrets of. all 


hearts, according to my Goſpet. 

I hope you now begin to ſee into 
the nature of Juſtification 3 and by 
{ccing what it 18. you fee what it 1s 
not. Only theſe things following, 
to my beſt remembrance, are, and 
can with any ſhew be p! <tended to 
be called Juſtification : 5 Except what 
. the Papiſis pretend , That it 1s no- 
; thing elſe bur San@ification 3 whit ct 
\1 pretermit as ridiculous. He wou!d 
not be an abomination to God, that 
could juſtifie the: wicked 3 that is, 
ſanfifie them , according to their 
anterpretaticns Firſt, 
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Firſt, It is not. Our knowing we 
are juſtified, which ſome call Jyſtifi- 
cation in Conſcience, For, 

1. The Scripture never calleth Aſ- 
ſurance (our knowing we are juſtt- 
fied) Juſtification. 

2. We miay be juſtihed 1n Scrip- 
ture-ſenſe by this Goſpel, having 
| the condition of Juſtification , and 
yet not know it, yea, think we are 
not juſtified, and have no right to 
ſalvation ; elſe, wo to troubled ſouls. 
And we may not be juſtified, and 
think we are. 

3. In this ſenſe we ſhould be pro- 
perly ſaid to juſtifie our ſelves, and 
not God to juſtifie us: for it is we 
that know we are juſtified, by the 
act whereby we know it; and not 
God, though God enable us to know 
we are juſtified. 

Secondly, Tuſtification 1s not. 
God's knowing we are juſtified, and 
have right to Impunity, right to 
Heaven : It 1s not God's knowing, 
accounting us, judging us juſtified : 
for we are firſt juſtified , pardoned 
in order of Nature, though not of 

I 2 Time, 
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Time, before he tnows, accounts us 
ſo be. We firſt have this right to 
Impunity, Salvation, before He 
knows or accounts us to have It. 


| The Obje& is in order of Nature 


before the AC = a thing 18, before it 
be known, It there be an Ad of 
Oblivion made, upon condition of 
Rebels laying down their Weapons; 
Offenders are pardoned, juſtified in 
Law-title, upon laying down their 
Weapons, in order of Nature, be- 
fore the King. or any elſe, know or 
account them pardoned. God doth 
not account men's fins pardoned, till 
firſt they be ſo by his own Law of 
Grace. They that juſtifie the wicked, 
or condemn the righteous , are both 
an abomination to the Lord. As God 
did not account Adam guilty , con- 
demned, till firſt he was ſo, by his 
own Law, through lin ; ſo he doth 
not, will not account any juſtified, 
pardoned 3 till firſt they are ſo by 
his own Law of Grace made in 
the Blood of Chriſt, which-1s upon 
their performing of the Condition 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Juſtification is not, God's 
knowing we fhall be juſtificd. God 
indeed doth know men (hall be ju- 
ſtified when they believe : but this 
is not Juſtification. It doth not fol- 
low that a man is juſtified , and his 
ſin pardoned, who is going cn in all 
villany, becauſe he belongeth to the 
Election of Grace. becauſe God 
knoweth he will believe, and ſo will 
be juſtified when brought home. For, 
1. God knoweth, till he believe, he 
is unjuſtified, his lin not pardoned, he 
Is under the curſe of the Law , and 
under the Reftoral diſpleaſure of 
God : for , Without Faith it is iu:- 
Poſſible to pleaſe God. God hateth all 
workers of iniquity with this Redto- 
ral hatred. He that believeth not, 3s 
condemned already; he 1s ſo far from 
being juſtified. You cannot. fay of 
ſuch a man, he is juſtified, his fins 
pardoned, but he knoweth 1t not. 
No; till a man believe. the wrath of 
God abideth on him. Hell is yer his 
due, by God's own Laws of Govern- 
ment 3 though Heaven will be fo, 
when he believes, 2. Elſe Juſtificati- 
| 3 ON 
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on and pardon of fin would be from 
Eternity, which we are ſure is contra- 
ry to all Scripture that maketh them 
conſequent of Faith, Repentance, 
and Converſion , whatſoever ſome 
have ſaid to the contrary , —txrn 
them from darkneſs to light, that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of ſins , and 
inheritance, &c. We have believed, 
that we may be juſtified by the faith 
pn. ,” of Chriſt. To whom righteouſneſs ſhall 

* be imputed, if we believe. That they 

Jer. 35.3: pay return every man from his evil 

way , that T may forgive their ini- 

quity and their ſin. ---leſt they ſhould 

Mar.4.12ſee with their eyes, and be converted, 
and their ſin be forgiven them. 

Fourthly, Juſtification is not, God's 

intending, decrecing., willing that 

men ſhould be juſtihed when they 

believe, 1. Then it would be from 

Etcroity 5 which is repugnant to all 

Scripture: God ſfpeaketh of it as a 

thing future. God intended jrcmE, + 

ternity, That our King ſhould be 

King of Fregland: but he was not 

King of Erg/and till his Father was 

dead, and then hc liad the legal 


# AN 
+ &at s 
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Title. 3. God's intending from E- 
ternity to condemn men tor their 
fias, is not Condemnation ; elſe men 
would be condemned from Eterni- 
ty : but, then men are condemned 
when they ſin, and the Law con- 
demns them. So, God's intending to 
juſtife ſinners upon believirg, isnot 
Juſtification : But, when men be- 
lieve, then God juſtificth them by 
his Law of Faith. 3. To ſay, This 
1s meant by Juſtification, is to make 
non-ſenſe of all thofe places of 
Scripture that make it future. Wher 
he ſaith, God will juſtifie ; we mult 
thenſay the meaning is, He will will- 
Juſtifſe, We mult double the ward 
wil. 
Fifthly Some tell us, That Juſtthca- 
tion is properly and formally Chilit's 
ſuffering or obedience, or properly 
God's laying our fins on Chriſt, But 
then we mult tay, Chriſt never merit- 
ed our pardon or juitifization; we 
are not forgiven for Chril''s fake : 
tor, Chriſt never merited thee things 
which they call Juſt fication, vis. his 
own {ufferings, or our irs laying en 
him, I 4 2uld 
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Could you think of any other 
thing to call Juſtification, belide what 
I have here taught you, I could with 
much eaſe ſhew you the abſurdity of 
it, Theſe are thelikelieſt of any I 
can think of, to pretend to be it; 
that are not it, and are pretended by 
ſome to be it, ; 

You now ſee, or may fee, Juſtit- 
cation 1s God's Juridical A by his 
Goſpel, by his Law of Grace. If an 
AQ of Oblivion be made on theſe 
terms., That whoſoever of ſuch Re- 
bels ſhall go and promiſe before ſome 
Juſtice of Peace, they will be loyal 
Subjects for the future; as ſoon as e- 
ver they have thus promiſed , this 
Law juſtifieth, pardoneth them, [hey 
did not pardon themſelves (that is a 
fooliſh pretence of ſome weak men, 
contrary to the knowledg of all Law- 
yers and Divines, yea, of any ratio- 


nal men), but the Law-gliver did par- 


don them by this Rectoral Act of 
Pardon upon their promile. It there 
be a Law in force, that every Felon 
ſhould dye: but there is alſo another 
remedying-Law, That if tne Felon 

reaG, 
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read, he ſhall not dye: When he 
readeth, the Law pardoneth him; 
the Law-giver by this Law juſtifteth 
him from the charge and cundem- 
nation of the other Law. 

It is by this Goſpel, this perfect 
Law of Liberty, that we are juſti- 
fiedz this 1s that new Law that Mi- 
niſters are ſent to preach : Go preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. He that 
believeth, (hall be ſaved. He that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. This is 
our great buſineſs, Totell men the 
condition on which they ſhall be 
pardoned, juſtified, and ſo ſaved. 
And ſhould any Miniſters be igno- 
rant of their great Meil:ge? yea, 
ſo ignorant as to ſay, Thele are no 
conditions, no terms, nothing re- 
quired of us In order to attaining, 
the benefit of Chriſt's death 2 How 
ſad ſhould this be to us? Men are 
juſtifled or condemned hete in this 
lite, by this Goſpel, in a Law-i-nle, 
and, In this ſenſe, Scripture for the 
moſt part uferhithe word Juſzifte;and 
men (hail hereafter be juſtiied or 
condema'd fententially according to 

this 
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this Goſpel. Thus I have told you 
what Jultification is; which was the 
firlt Queſtion propounded to be an- 
{ered : and I have tacitly ſlidden 
into the ſecond Queſtion , What the 
Covenant is? and anſwered that. 
The third propounded was, To tell 
you what the Condition 15. 
Thirdly, What is meant by this, 
7dy a Fisews Ines , Him that believeth in 
Jeſus 3 or, Hiv that is of the faith 
of Jeſus. This is the Queſtion now 
ro be anſwered, What is the Con- 
dition of the: Covenant of Grace. 
of the Law of Grace, on the per- 
for:nance of which this Propitiati- 
on, this price of Redemption ſhall 
be ours, tor our juſtification and ſal- 
vation? Ours, I ſay, with this limi- 
tation | For our juſtification and ſat- 
vation }; or,'to ſpeak more lirictly, 
The condition of our juſtification 
and ſalvation by it: For, God ne- 
ver giveth us intereſt in his Son's 
Merits and Saitsfaction 1D its ellent1- 
al nature, but only inthe fruits and 
elicits of it. He giveth us his Meric 
Un'y in ſuch a icnle 25 a man may ve 


{aid 
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faid figuratively to give a Captive a 
ſum of money, whici it may be the 
Captive never handled, never had it 
given to him at all properly , but 
only it was paid to the King of that 
Countrey for his ranſome. 

- I anſwer: What would you wiſh. 
or deſire it ſhould be? Think of that 
a little; for that is it, I dare ſay, i; 
you think or delire rationally. 
Should Ged ſay, O ye guilty Re- 
bels, I have found a Ranſome;I have 
tound out a way that I can now par- 
don you with ſafety to my Honour 
and Juſtice, Now, as ingenuous 
men, ſpeak, and tell me, what I inal 
do for. you? Should I pardon you, 
and give you Heaven and Happi- 
neſs, though you ſhould continue 
' tolivein all Villany, hating me anc 
my holy ways, fighting my Law ana 
Government 2 We would anfwer, 
No. This would not become the 0- 
ly and univerſal Magiſtrateand King 
of the World ; this would be unwor- 
thy of God: For, then we miglit 
ſay, We are delivered to commit 


q 1! ſ (. ; ' I - 7 . 9; 
21; their aDominativuns : this we have 


# ; 
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begun todo, and nothing will be 
reſtrained from us which we can ima- 
gine to do ; and there will be none 
to put usto ſhame. Speak then like 
honeſt men that have ſome ſparks of 
ingenuity, We ſhould fay, Make 
not the terms perfeC(t obedience; for, 
we brake that old Covenant that 
had theſe terms, when, we had our 
perfedt ſtrength; and now we are 
weakned wonderfully, ſhattered 
wonderfully by our fall. 

Anſ. Make the condition , the 
terms this: That it we, humbly ac- 
knowledging our defert of damna- 
tion, repenting us of our iniquities, 
and ſeeking to thee for forgivenets, 
ſhall ſincerely delire and endeavor to 
pleaſe thee, and keep thy Command- 
ments, and ſhall bewail it with griet 
when we fall ſhort.,and fail in this our 
duty, that then we ſhall have the bc- 
nelit of this Propitiation:; So that cnly 
our wilful choſen caſting off thee 
and thy Government, hal! undo us, 
And make it, that though we [ſhould 
have long refuſed. thee, yet if at 
length we thus repent and return. we 
{hall fiad this mercy. | T his 
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This is well faid thus far : And 
though this be not now enough for 
us, yet this ſeemeth to comprehend 
all the condition required of men 
to juſtification and ſalvation, before 
the appearance of Chriſt in the fleſh. 
There were Promiſes of Forgive- 
neſs, Juſtification, and right to Hea. 
ven, made known to the World by 
Noah the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
and others, upon the condition of 
repentance and returning to God. 
If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be 
accepted? was ſaid to a great inner. 
This was Goſpel, not L aw 3 tor that 
requires that a man never have been 
a ſinner. The Book of Job 1s gene- 
rally with reaſon held to be written 
betore the Law of Moſes; and his 
Friends knew and taught this Do- 
Ctrine, and name it as coming from 


the Ancients by Tradition, JF any]Job s. 5 


man ſhall ſay, T have ſinned and per- (, 
verted that which as right, aud it 


profits me not; he will deliver his pr. 22« 
from going down into the pit. And 4:23 


theſe Promiſes were made by virtue 
of this death of Chriſt. Moſes cn- 
tereth 


. 
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tereth the people into this Cove. 
nant , To be the Lord's people; and 
promiſeth on that, God will be their 
God- and he ſprinkleth blood, and 
ſaith, Behold the blood of the Cove- 
nant which the Lord hath made with 
you this day; upon their engaging 
to be the Lord's people, and to o- 
bey his voice 3 to lignifie , It was 
made in the blood of Chriſt. And 
he ſaith, 7 have ſet before you life 
and death, in that I command you to 
walk in his ways : And that which 
he commanded , was not the old 
conditions, which were impoſlible, 
viz, Never to have been finners. It 
is not in the Heavens, or beyond 
the Sea but zs n7eh thee, in thy heart 
and in thy mcuth. It was, to love 
God in lincerity , and walk in his 
ways And the Apoltle cites this, 
and faith it is Goſpel, evex the word 
of faith which they preached , Rom. 
10. 6. Tea, and the ſons of ſtrangers 
that joyn themſelves to the Lord , to 
love the name of the Lord, and take 
hold of this Covenant, to them be 
wonld give, &c. And ſo the Pro- 

| phets, 
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phets, If the wicked turn from his 
wickedneſs, he ſhall live, he ſhall not 
dye, This was the Golpe]; this pro- 
miſe was made in the blood of Chriſt: 
for the Law admits of no pardon 
upon repentance. And any that were 
juſtified and ſaved upon the perform- 
ance of theſe conditions, were ſaved 
only by the death of Chriſt promi- 
ſed and undertaken; and this obe- 
dience and turning to God, isa great 
part of the Goſpel-condition.So that 
obedience is called Faith ; and diſo- 


bedience , Infidelity. He that belie- 5, 3.15 


veth on the Son, 3mistvoy , hath cuer- 
laſting life : but he that believeth not, 
5 az«05y , he that believeth not. or 
obeyerh not the Son, or Isnot per- 
lwaded by him. So, To day if ze 
will hear ( that is, obey) hzs woice, 
harden not your hearts, as inthe pro- 
vocation. Take heed leſt there be in any 
of you an evil bears of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God: To 
whom ſware he, they ſhould not enter 
into his reſt? But to them that be- 
lieved not, Tis daeliouct ; Or to them 
that were diſobedient? So ze ſee they 

| | could 


Heb. 3.7» 
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could not enter in becauſe of unbe- 
lief. We ſee how diſobedience and 
unbelief are promiſcuouſly uſed,Heb. 


- 4.1.Let ws therefore fear, leſt a promiſe 


being left us of entering intoreſt, any 
of you ſhould ſeem t9 come ſhort of it. 
For unto us was the Goſpel preached, 
as well as nnto them: but the word 
did not profit them , not beiwvg mixed 
with faith ( or obedience, uſed pro- 
miſcuoutly ) i» ther that heard it. 
You may obferve hence, that they 
had the Goſpel preached to themin 
the Wilderneſs; and you may here 
ice what the Goſpel 183 A promiſe 
of rel[t and happineſs to ſinners, to 
fain man; and we ſee, Heaven was 
promiſed under the type ot Canaan, 
and we ſee, the Goſpel is a condi- 
tional promile : for, if abſolute, the 
miſting of Heaven and reſt would 
have been aſcribed ro God's un- 
faithfulneſs, and not to man's dil- 
obedience or unbelief :; and you ſce, 
what the condition of the Goſpel is, 


by ſeeing faich and ovedience count- 


Heb.4 6.ed as one. Seeing therefore it remain- 


eth that ſome muſt enterin, andihey 
t0 
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to whom it was firſt preached, enter- 
ed not in becauſe of unbelief, 0 ane. 
derzy becauſe of diſobedience and fo 
the Margent of your Bibles have it, 
alſo. ver. It» And the Apoſtle tells 
us what Faith was neceſſary in thoſe 
days, Heb. 11.5,6. Enoch had this 
teſtimony, that he pleaſed God; but 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God: for he that cometh to God muſt 
believe that God is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, It is effential to Religion , to 
believe there . is forgivenefs with 
God, that he may be feared. The 
Goſpel-condition 1s rather the dili- 
gent feeking of Him (if you will 
place it in one of theſe acts only )than 
the believing he 1s, and 18 a rewar- 
der of them that come to him : for, 
this may be without that ſeeking, 
but not that ſeeking without this, I 
think it was not an eſlential condi- 
tion to Juſtification and Salvation 
in thoſe days, to have an explicite 
knowledg. and belief of Chriſt's 
| death and ſatisfaction, thoygh God 
aid pardon them _ their return- 
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ing unto him upon - the account on- 
ly of that #o come Satisfaction. And 
that which is like a Mathematical 
demonſtration to me, that 1t was not 
an eſſential condition of pardon and 
ſalvation, is this, viz. If it was an 
eſſentially neceſlary condition of Ju- 
ſtification then , then no man could 


- be in a ſtate of juſtification and fal- 


vation, without an explicite know- 
ledg of Chriſt's death and fatisfaQi- 
on to come. ,But the Diſciples of 
Chriſt (atleaſt ſome of them ) were 
truly regenerate men, truly children 
of God, and in a juſtified eſtate be- 
fore Chiiſt's Reſurrection , and be- 
lieved it not. That they were truly 
the people of God, and in a juſti- 
fied eſtate before his reſurrection. 1s 
clear ; for ſaith Chriſt (before that ), 
To are clean, through the word T have 
ſpoken to you. And it is ſaid of Na- 
thanirl, A true Iſraelite, in whom i 
#70 guile. And elſe we mult ſay, God 
had no people in the world at that 
day z for you will confels, they were 
the belt. And again, it 1s apparent 


_ they did not believe any ſuch thing 
as 
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as his death, and paying a price of 
blood. Nay , they were fo far from 
believing he ſhould ſo dye. that they 
rather believed that he ſhould not 
fo dye. When ever he ſpake any 
thing of his death, it is ſaid, They an- Mat. 16. 
derſtood none of theſe things : and,yack *5, 
Far be it from thee - and when dead, 31-32 


they thought it unlikely that hh _ p.- 


ſhould be a Redeemer 2 We truſtedLuke 18. 
this was he that ſhould have redeem- 34» 
ed Iſrael. They looked on him as 
the promiſed A/eſſzah, but thought he 
was to be ſome great Temporal De- 


liverer, and his Redemption ſhould 
be with Power, and not with Price. 
How then could they be ſaved, if 
they had then died? I anſwer ;: That 
they, as others before them , belie- 
ved God would pardon ſinners upon 
their repentance, and returning from 
fin unto God ; but for whoſe ſake 

or merit they knew nor. 
| do not here deny but ſome be- 
fore them might anddid know ſome- 
thing of Chriſt's death and Propi- 
tiation :' and I do not deny , it was 
their fault they knew no more, and 
K 2 under- 
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underſtood no more the Types and 
Propheſies of him: but all that I 
contend for, isthis, that it was not 
a neceſſiry condition of ſalvation; 
elfe the Diſciples had not been in 
a juſtified eſtate. And I may add 
this, John Baptiſt was under a clear- 
er diſpenſation than they before him, 


and theleaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven in a clearer than John, and fo the 
Diſciples in a clearer than Joh. 
Hence it is very probable, It the 
Diſciples knew not any thing of it, 
very few before them did, that 11- 
ved under more obſcure Diſpenſa- 
tions, and had not the helps they 
had. Now ſuch repentance fincere 
obedience, and turning, is ſtill a part 
of the Goſpel-condition: for, this 
Is not taken away now under the 
Goſpel; it 1s as much a condition of 
the Covenant, as ever, That we take 
God for our God, and turn from ſin. | 
Will any man ſay, That Miniſters 
are not to preach from thoſe Texts, 
If the wicked turn from his wicked- 
meſs, be fhall live. And, If you live 
after the fleſh, you ſhall dye; but if 

| yor 
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you through tbe ſpirit do mortifie, &*c. 
Theſe things are as much a condition 
as ever. But there is ſomething ad- 


ded under the Goſpel, 


ſumething re- 


quired of us as neceſiary , that was 
not ſo to them. Now, if you believe 
not I am He, you ſhall dye in your 


ins, 


Ie might be replied (to continue 
the former Dialogue), You have 


well ſaid in propoun- 
ding this tobe a con- 
ditionz but there is 
ſomething more yet, is 
fit to be required of 
thoſe that live under 
the clear Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, wiz. 
That we, after Chriſt 
is thus come, ſhould 
explicitely know, be- 
leve, truſt in, and ho- 
nour our Redeemer. 
It is fit there ſhould 
be faith in our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, as well 
as repentance toward 
Cud: That he ſhould 
K 3 


c 


Nonnulla hic dejideyari, Ha- 
bes confitentem reum 7 ſed que 
mihi ſolutionem alienarum 
quaitionum JJ; aydyuns im- 
ponerent. In quibus quidem 
aqua mihi nou multum heret: 
At harum enodatio pluſcus+ 
lum inſumeret chart# ; paucts 
enim expedire non licet. Et 
forſan invidiam miht concilia - 
ret , que ts huzws generis ad 
populum couatibus maxim9- 
pere cavenda efl, Dumque 
nece/ſitas rerum in confeſſo 
ef unde oritny non ates laho- 
randum : nec eit tanti, uobis 
clari evangelii Iuce agentihns; 
noZraenim res non ageretur. 
Quare ferefat animus hc ut 
vides aliquautulum @; ex0- 
aulg, & hiantia, relinqueres 
& proculdubio praftat oper a- 
fis de rebus & explicatu diffict- 
libus tacere quam pauca dicere, 


ſave 
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fave only thoſe that come to God 
by him, and ask in his Name : That 
over and above being true 1ſraelites 
ia whom is no guile, there ſhould 
be a belict of Chriſt, and his death 
and refurreftion. And ſo indeed 
there are new Articles eflential to 
our Creed; Except you believe I am 
he, you ſhall dye in your fins. 

To conclude, This is the Goſpel- 
condition : God faith to us as Solo- 
220n to Adonijah( when fled to the 
horns of the: Altar) : He deſerves to 
dye; but if he will ſhew himſelf « wor- 
thy man,not a hair of his head ſhall fall 
to the ground : but if iniquity be found 
in him (if hewill be falſe and trea- 
cherousto me and my Government) 
he ſhall dye. It is ſeemingly too high 
an” Alluſjon; but the New Teſta- 
ment oiten uſeth the word [worthy] 
for carrying in our weak meaſure 
ſuitably. I mean however no more 
but this; Be but Chriſtians in good 
earneſt ; believe the truth of the 
Goſpel ſtedfaſtly, in ſuch a degree 
as to venture all upon itz aad love 
God and Chriſt heartily, and ferve 


them 
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them according to your weak ſhat- 
tered ability faithfully, ſo that it 
ſhall be the real griet of your foul 
when you fall ſhort; and this ſhall 
ſerve your turn. So the terms are 
the whole of Chriſtianity, the whole 
duty of man, ſo far as integrity and 
fincerity. What doth Solomon mean, 
when he faith , Fear God, and keep 
his Commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man, but the whole 
condition of happineſs? Doth he ſet 
us on any thing not required under 
the goſpel? Theſe are the texms of 
the Covenant of Grace, eſtabliſhed 
in the Blood of Chriſt, which you 
ſhall be judged, juſtified, or conder # 
ned by ; and they are juſt before _ 
God, are juſtified in Law, that do 

thus 3 and ſhall be ſententially pro- 
nounced juſt, that do thus in ſince- 
rity, though not pertectly; and they 
that do not, fhall be condemned, 
notwithſtanding Chriſt's death. Such 
only are of the Chriſtian Faith, [ 
underſtand Faith thus largely; and 
it 1s plain the Scripture doth , when 
ever any promile of Jultification is 
made to It, K 4 Do 
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No but well confider theſe few 
things following , to remove preju- 
dice, and to let you ſee into the na- 
ture of things ; and I hope you will 
ealily be convinced what are the 
terms, | 

1, There are the ſame terms and 
conditions of Juſtihcation and of 
Salvation. Whatſoever 1s the con- 
dition of the one. is alſo of the o- 
ther: For,the Apoltle argueth inthe 


ſame manner againſt ſalvation by 


works, as juſtification by works, 
Yea, it is apparent in the nature of 


_ the thing: tor, Juſtification paſſive- 


Iy taken (as I told you before ) 1s 
nothing elſe but right to ſalvation; 
and we need no more for Heaven, 
than right to it. Do but get aud 
keep right to Heaven (which is Ju- 
{tification), and we need no more on 
our part, As for poſleſſion, that is 
God's work, by his Angels, carrying 
away ſouls, raiſing bodies. Many 
worthy men have ſaid, I hat Repent- 
3nce, ſincere Obedience, are only for 
Poitciſion, and not for Right. But 
We are nat to work for Polleſſton at 

all; 
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all; we need not get upon a Hill, 
when about todye, to ſavethe An- 
gels a labour of carrying our ſouls 
too far. Do but get and keep Right, 
and to deny Poſlefſion to us ( if we 
have 1ight to it by Promiſe ) would 
be unfaithfulneſs in God; which we 
need not to fear. Theretore if you 
will grant, that all thethings I have 
ſpoken of, are required neceſlary 
to ſalvation, then they are alſo to 
juſtification. Only ſt11], it is here, as 
in all other things of like nature, 
Conſent, hearty conſent to the Go- 
ſpel-terms, immediately inſtateth us. 
in Juſtification, and right to Heaven- 
But if we would have continuance 
of our Juſtification and right to Hea- 
ven, we mult continue to conſent to 
thoſe terms, as to the ſincerity of 
our hearts and endeavours; elſe we 
ſhould loſe our Juſtification and 
right to Heaven; and the reaſon 
why we ceaſe not to be juſtified, is 
becauſe God keeps us from depart- 
ing from him, by keeping in us care 
and watchtulneſs, Thus we ſee what- 
loever we may Jlawtiully do for Sal- 

vation, - 
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vation, the ſame we may lawfully do 
for Juſtification. | 

2. Whatſoever duty there is, that 
if we do not, we ſhould have no 
right to ſalvation, or juſtification, 
that is a condition of our ſalvation 
and juſtification. It is too common 
a ſaying, and a great upholder of 
the Antinomiar way: Do but be- 
lieve, ſay ſome, (and by believing, 
they do not mean as I do, the whole 
of Chriſtianity, but ſome one aQ, 
as, believing my fins are pardoned, 
or reliance, or accepting Chrilt for 
my Saviour) and ſuch acts as accep- 
ting Chriſt tor Lord, and fincere 0- 
bedience will follow 3 but they are 
not conditions of Juſtification and 
Salvation z but put that one a&, and 
they will naturally and inevitably 
follow. But ask them, Suppoſe they 
do not follow ? They will anſwer, 
You muſt not ſuppoſe it, they will; 
for, they dare not ordinarily ſay, 
That if they do not follow it, you 
will yet have right to Heaven, I 
will ſhew you the vanity of ſuch 
talk, This is virtually to ſay, God 

never 


Cheilts Satisfaction, 

never made promiſe to theſe as con- 
ditions, never ſuſpended falvation 
on them, but they will follow faith 
naturally, This is to ſay , Godlineſs 
hath not the promiſe oi this lite, or 
however not of that to come; elſe 
it would be a condition of the pro- 
miſe. The inſtance that is uſually 
brought of it, is this : There cannot 
be a ſeeing-eye without the body 3; 
yet it is the eye that only ſees. So 
Faith only is the Condition, only at- 
tains right, but cannot be without 
works. * Now I will bring this to 
make it like the caſe in hand : Sup- 
poſe one promiſe you ſuch a reward 
if you bring him, and give him the 
ſeeing-eye of ſuch a Beaſt, we are 
ſure (if the meaning be according 
to the words) you would have right 
to the reward, if you brought him 
a ſeeing-eye without the body ; 
though indeed you cannot : yet we 
are ſure, if you did, you would have 
right, and he would be unjuſt in de- 
nying you the reward, though you 
brought not the body. And on the 
contrary : Suppoſe we be ſure this 

| is 
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is a truth, If you ſhould bring him 
a ſeeing-eye , it would not attain 
right without the body; Then we 
are equally ſure, that we miſtook his 
words or meaning , he ſpake ſyrec. 
dochically : for then it is equally a 
condition that the body be brought, 
as that the ſeeing-eye be brought; 
and it is equally influential into right: 
for, come to thoſe things that do na- 


'turally and univerſally accompany 
_ and follow one another, and where 


but one of them 1s made the con- 
dition, and the other not; the abſence 
of that which is not a condition, 
would no way hinder right; and ſo 
not right to Juſtification and Salva- 
tion. It a man become a Chriſtzan 
indeed, it naturally and inevitably 
follows, he ſhall be hated of wick- 
ed men; but God never ſuſpending 
Juſtification and Salvation upon it, 
never making this a Condition , we 
may truly ſay, If a man be a lincere 
Chriſtian, it would not hinder his 
juſtification and ſalvation , though 
the wicked did not hate him. So it 
it be true, that a man cannot be a 
True 
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true Chriſtian, but he muſt eat.drink, 
and breathe; theſe are natural Con- 
comitants: yet theſe not being made 
Conditions, though he did never eat, 
drink, nor breathe, he ſhall be ſaved. 
If you can fay of any Grace, or any 
meaſure of Grace, as  Aſlurance, or 
Joy, That it is not neceſlary to ju- 
ſtification and ſalvation: Then only 
you may ſay, They are not Condi- 
tions of theſe. If any one beloved 
fin, knowingly and wilfully conti- 
nued in, would hinder a man's par- 
don, juſtification, or right to Hea- 
ven; then a ſincere deſire and en- 
deavour, according to his ability, to 
get rid of that beloved fin, isa 
Condition of his Pardon and Juſti- 
fication. | 

2. All Conditions of Juſtificati- 
on and Salvation, are equally Con- 
ditions, equally influential into right, 
If only an accident, or mode of a 
thing, be made a Condition with the 
thing 3 it is equally a Condition with 
the thing it ſelf. If one promiſe to 
bring me a white Horſe, and you 
ſhall have ſuch a reward: It is 
equally 


158 


The Great Pzopitiation : or, 
equally a condition, and as much 
influential into right , that it be 
W hite, as that it be a Horſe; foin 
any inſtance you can bring, either in 
fact or fiftion. If I promiſe ſome- 
thing upon condition you bring me 
a Hundred, and you bring only 
Ninety-ninez you have no more 
right than if you brought none; and 
the odd one is as much a Condition 
as Ninety-nine. If any ſhall fay, 
The Condition is a working Faith; 
then, that it be working, is equally 
a Condition, and equally influential 
into-right, as, that it be Faith. 

4. There is no ſuch thing as re- 
ceiving Righteouſneſs , or Juſtifica- 
tion, or Pardon. Many make this 
their great ſtrong hold. Repent- 
ance and fincere Obedience, are not | 
receptive, receiving Graces, as Faith 
is; and fo cannot receive Juſtifica- 
tion and Righteouſneſs. Now this 
falls; for,:there is no act of recei- 
ving theſe, Juſtification , Right to 
Heaven, Righteouſneſs , cometh, on 
Men. The free gift came upon all to 
Juſtification. As by the offence of one, 

jndg- 
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judgment came upon all men to cons 
detmrnation, As condemnation com- 
eth upon men without any a& of 
receiving It, It 1s a reſultancy frum 
the Law upon diſobedience; ſo Ju- 
ſtification, Right to Heaven, is a re- 
ſultancy from a Law-promiſe (the 
condition being performed). I know 
you may object that place , —mmre- 
ed from darkneſs to light , that they 
may receive remiſſwn of ſins, But one 
of an ordinary capacity may - per- 
ceive it is a figurative expreſſion 
( becauſe in natural things, where 
there is giving, there wer as. 
for, 1f once men be turned from fin 
to God, Pardon comes by virtue of 
God's Promiſe; and Right to the In- 
heritance cometh on them. And we 
may figuratively ſay, Adam received 
his condemnation by eating :- And fo 
we read in Scripture of receiving 
condemnation 3 but there was, in 
propriety, no a(tof receiving it. If 
I make a promiſe upon ſuch a con- 
dition; as ſoon as the condition is 
performed, Right to him reſults with- 
out any aCt of receiving it, Right 
comes 


OP 
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comes upon the Felon that reads, 
Right to have his Life ſpared ; Ju- 
ſtification , Pardon to Life comes 
upon him by the Law , by reading, 
without any a& of receiving it. 
Many tell us of applying Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs to Juſtification 3 and 
this is all. It is an obſcure ſpeech; 
and it is, you ſee by this, impoſſible 
there ſhould be any ſuch thing pro- 
perly, I will tell you what 1 gueſs 


' they mean by the word [| apply ] vis. 


Meditating upon any Truth you be- 
lieve. And they mean the fame by 
[ aGFing faith], vis. Meditating ups 
on Truth we believe. This 1sa great 
duty, to meditate on his Death, to 
act Faith upon his SatisfaQtion, and 
the fulneſs of it ; to draw our hearts 
to conſent, and chear our hearts at- 
ter conſent : But if once they un- 
derſtand it is Meditation they mean, 
they will not ſurely pretend it is the 
only Condition of Juſtification. You 
may ſay indeed, That Faith recei- 
veth Chriſt: But then you mult not 
mean. by Faith, Afſyrance, or Reli- 
ance; for, Why doth not Love, or 
F car. 
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Fear, or: Hope, as much receive as 
reliance 2 But you muſt mean the 
moral receiving , performed by the 
natural a& of conſent, acceptance. As 
one receives morally ſuch a man to be 
his Maſter(that deſires his|{ervice) by 
conſenting;zand if you will fay, Faith 
is Conſent ; why is not Conſen>to be 
ruled by him, giving up our ſelves 
to be ruled by him, as much a recei- 
vingChriſt,as Conſent to be ſavedand 
pardoned by Him ? And then if you 
will but grant this , this is to grant 
all I ampleading for. For, Conſent 
to have him for Lord and Saviour, 
1s to conſent to be Chriſtians in- 
deed , to confent to petform the 
whole duty of man; which is as com- 
prehenfive a word as can be ſpoken, 
to be made the condition of falva- 
tion and juſtification : and if con- 
{enting to the whole duty of man to 
the beſt of our power and knowledg 
be the condition of begun- Juſtificati- 
on and Salvation; then you will rea- 
dily ſee,that continuing this Conſenk, 
continuing to be Chriſtians indeed, 
and to perform the whole duty of 
K Man, 
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Man. to the beſt of our knowledg and 
power.in the integrity of our hearts, 
and wherein we fail to lament it. is 
the condition of -our continued ju- 
ſtification and right to ſalvation. If 
a King grants a Pardon to Rebels, 
on condition they will become Loy- 
al Subjects, Conſent 1s enough at 
the firſt to attain right to all the 
benefits of it : But continued Con- 
ſent, and continual loyal carriage (in 
the main) towards him, 1s the con- 
dition of . their continued right to 
Impunity;z and every moment of 
continued Loyalry , is, in order of 


- nature, before their continued Right, 


So, whereas before we conſented to 
the Goſpel-terms, our Pardon, and 
Tuſtification, and Right to Heaven, 
were only offered to us upon condi: 
tion, and were not aCtually exiſtent 
at all: now when we have heartily 
conſented , they are really exiſtent 
and actual, not mcerly conditional; 
ſo that ſhould we dye in that mo- 
ment, we {hould be ſaved, whereas 
had we dyed before we ſhould have 
periſhed, But yet the —_ 

0 


Chiiſts Satisfaction, 


of our Juſtification, and pardon of 
future ſins, is ſtill conditional. 

s. It is a groſs miſtake that many 
take up with, thinking it would 
be a more gracious, liberal, and tree 
ſpeech and promife, to ſay, Only be- 
lieve, rely , accept Chriſt for Savt- 
our, and you fhall have right to 
Heaven, and be juſtified 3 and I will 
require nothing elſe of you for right 
to Heaven *£ This believing ſhall on- 
ly be influential into your right; but 


yet, except you repent, turn from ' 


fin to God, and obey , you ſhall have 
no right. ſhall not be juſtified ; than 
to ſay, Turn from fin to God, re- 
pent, believe, obey, and you (hall 
have right to falvation. For ſuch a 
ſpeech as the firſt , inſtead of being 
a more noble free promife, is non- 
ſenſe, is untruth, and a contradidion 
in the very words : It is to ſay and 
unſay; it is to ſay , All ſhall be e- 
qually influential into right, all ſhall 
be Conditions , and yet they ſhall 
not all be Conditions. and equally 
influential into right, For, a Condi- 


tion is that, whichit we do not, we 
L 2 {hall 
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ſhall have no right to the thing pro- 
miſed. This 1s a Condition as much 
as any Condition, and as influential 
into right as any condition in the 
world that 1s not the whole conditj- 
on : for, every condition 1s only a 
fine qui non, and altogether only ſine 
quibus non, &* cum quibus. And there- 
tore for any to ſpeak thus, is weakly 
to lye for God, pretending to keep 
up the honour of God's free grace; 
Tgnorantly thinking, that if God re- 
qui:e us to repent, return, or no 
mercy, then it is not free; then we 
merit our pardon; It is not of grace : 
contrary to all Reafon and Scripture, 

God hath made the Condition re- 
quired from us, as little, as ſmall a 
matter as he thought would ſtand 
with his Honour, Wiſdom. and Go- 
vernment in the World, and they 
that would make the conditions of 
Grace, Mercy, and Salvation through 
Chriſt, leſs than God hath made 
them ( what ever good intention 
they have to honour God by it) do 
really diſhonour him as an unholy 


God : for God thought it would not 
ſtand 
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ſtand with the honour of his Holi- 
neſs, to accept unto favour and life 
any but they that ſhould return from 
fio unto God. Miniſters are to tclI 
the whole terms , that men may fir 
down and conſider the coſt; and if 
men will be oftended, and ſay it isa 
hard ſaying, and like not Chrilt and 
Life on theſe terms: Let them be 
offended, they have their choice to 
let him alone 53 but they ſhall know, 
they had life and death ſet before 
them on gracious eaſte terms 3 and 
they nave rewarded their own fouls 
evil for good. Again, if aneceſlity 
of Repentance and flincere Obedi- 
ence to Juſtification , would hinder 
ic from being free; then ſuch as.ſay 
thus, and tell us, theſe things are on- 
ly for poſleſhon; do virtually 
grant, that poſlefſion of Salvation 
is not free: But what Chriſtian-ears 
can endure this, that Pollefſion is 
not equally free with Right , that 
both are not of free-grace ? 

6. They that ſay, There is only 
one at to be done by us for Par- 
don, Juſtification, and Right to Hea- 

L 3 ven. 


x 66 The Gzeat Pyopitiation : or, 
ven; and whoſoever ſhall do any 
other duty or a& for theſe ends, 
ſeeks to be juſtified by works, in the 
Apoſtle Pauls ſenſe : They make it 
a certain damning fin, to do any 0- 
ther act that we may be pardoned, 
juſtified , obtain right to Salvation, 
For that certainly was it which the 
Apoltle wrote againſt. Now que #i- 
minm probant , nihil probant, that 

which will prove more than they, 
upon deliberate thoughts, dare grant 
that uſe the argument ; that anſwers 
it ſelf astothem. Surely they dare 
not own what inevitably follows 
from this. Then it follows, that no 
man muſt pray for pardon of lin, 
upon pain of damnation; for this 
is to do one aft more for Juſtifica- 
tion, than that one a&. No man muſt 
repent for this end, That his iniqui- 
ties may be blotted out ; that ts, for 
Juſtification. No man muſt by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing,ſeek 
for glory and immortality; for, then 
he muſt be damned : for, ſurely well- 
doing comprehends more than belic- 


ving, when they take it for one at; 
but 


- 
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but God hath ſaid , To ſuch only. 
he will give eternal lite. No man 
muſt do the Commands of God for 
this end, I hat he may have right to 
ſalvation : If he do, he ſhall be ac- 


curſed ;: whereas God laith , Blej/ed Rev. ult. 
14. 


are they that do his commandments.that 
they may have right to the tree of life. 
What? hath God made promiſe 
to repentance, returning, fincere O- 
bedience, of Pardon, Jultification, 
Heaven; and ſhall we provoke Gad 
it we perform the condition for at- 
taining the benefit , and expedt the 
benefit wypon performing the condi- 
tion? Would not this be as rational, 
to threaten death for ſin, and yer 
be angry at us for fearing his threat, 
for avoidiag the (in upon the account 
of his threat ? as to be angry at us, 
yea, (according to this principle) 
damn us for performing the conditt- 
on of the Promiſe, that we may have 
right to the thing promiſed 2 There 
is no poltible avoiding this conſe- 
quence: for, it you may act for re- 
ward, then for right to the reward : 
for you are nat (as I ſhewed before) 
L 4 to 
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to att for Poſleflion any further 
than for right to it. And if any 
ſhould object, But you muſt not 
exped Juſtification and Salvation to 
come by theſe ; this would be to ſay, 
You mult think God unfaithful, and 
his Promiſes nullitiesz and we are apt 
to be too diſtruſttul herein without 
bidding 3 or. but you muſt not think 
to merit by thele things. Very true; 
but 1s it impoſſible to perform them 
for theſe ends, but we think to merit 
by them? Do they that ſay , they 
may do the one a&@ of Believing for 
Juſtification, think they merit Juſti- 
fication by it? 

Sure I am, that many that held 
| thele things notionally, did not hold 
' them practically : for many of the 
'. worthieſt men, both Prelates and o- 
| thers, that ever Ergland had , held 
_ theſe things notionally, yet ſoasto 
| deny the conſequence 3 but never 
any good man held them practically, 
\ I mean except juſt in a ſudden fit of 
- temptation. 
| I ſhall now yet more fully make 
out to you what this Goſpel-condi- 

tion 
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tion, the Covenant-terms of Juſtifi- 
cation and Salvation, and all other 
benefits by Chrift are, ( tor they 
have all the ſame condition, every 
Covenant-benetit or any Covenants 
benefit ) by reciting ſome of the 
moſt eminent Names the Goſpel- 
condition 1s called by; which 1s an 
ealie matter to do.:: and ſome may 
think it as well let alone, as need- 
les. Bur the thing I am ſpeaking of, 
ſeems to me to be as weighty a mat- 
ter as any point-in Divinity, and 1s 
oppoſed by many ; and therefore it 
{hall not be grievous or burdenſome 
to mez ana for you, Ithink it ſafe 
and needful; and let the more in- 
telligent pardon my uling ſo many 
words, yea, and Tautoloples, fince [ 
do it that the lowelt-parted may 
underſtand me, and doubt no more. 

Fhat Condition which we are to 
be juſtified end ſaved by, is called 
by many Names, which yet always 
mean the ſame thing tor ſubitance. | 

I- It 15 called Knowledg, By his 1c; xx, 
knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant 
juſtifie many. Knowledg here is taken 
| ob- 
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objectively, not ſubjefively, wiz. 
for our knowledg of Chriſt, not his 
knowledg whereby he knows. So, 
This is life eternal (i.e. the conditi- 
on of lite ) to know thee and thy Son; 
but it meaneth alſo, Love, Believe, 
Obey, and carry ſuitably to ſuch 
Knowledg. 

2. The Goſpel-condition 1s cal- 
led Confeflion. If we confeſs, he is 
faithful and juſt to forgive xs our ſins. 
So, if any man ſay, 7 have ſerned and 
perverted that which 3s right, it pro- 
fiteth me not, he will deliver his ſoul, 
But the meaning 1s, $7 cetera ſins pa- 
7ia. Confels ſo, as to forſake, obey, 
&c. Elſeif God meant no more, by 
theſe Promiſes we ſhould have right; 
and he would be unfaithful in de- 
nying us poſleſſion, though we for- 
ſake not our (ins. 

2. Sometime it 1s called Faith. Th 
righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this 
wiſe; that is, the Golfpel, the Law ot 
Faith, in oppoſition to the Cove- 

Rom, 10, 2ant of. Works, If thou confeſs with 
9. thy mouth, and believe in thy heart, 
that God hath raiſed him from the 


dead. 
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dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. What doth 
he mean no more than you mult be- 
lieve Chriſt is riſen? Nay, you mulſc 
believe he is aſcended into Heaven 
alſo; yea, and believe the whole Go- 
ſpel, and obey and carry ſuitably to 
the Goſpel alſo: The Goſpe]-con- 
dition, which 1s a ſincere endeavour 
according to the beſt of our know- 
ledg, to perform the whole duty of 
man, 15 frequently called by the name 
_ of Believing, inthe New Teſtament; 
becauſe it was the great butineſs at 
that time, to perſwade the Jews and 
Gentiles that Chriſt was the Meſhtah, 
and that he roſe again. There were 
new Articles now added to the old 
ones, new Conditions to the old. 
They take it for granted as a thing 
known , that they were to repent 
and obey, that they knew the duty 
of repentance toward God. But this 
was the great difficult Doctrine , to 
perſwade them there was a recellity 
cf Faith in the Lord Jclus, and'to 
believe his death and reſurrection. 


Try the ſpirits , for many Falſe pro” Joh.4.14 | 
phets are gone ont into the world(Cand 2,3. 


g1VES 


I7i 


I72 


TheGzeat Pzopitiation: or, 
gives this as a trial of the Prophets), 
every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God : 
but he that confeſſeth it not, is not of 
God. We may take this as a proba- 
ble interpretation of the place. He 
takes it for granted, that they knew, 
they that taught wickedneſs and ido- 
latry were not of God , whatever 
confeſſion they made of Chriſt. But 
his meaning may bez If any coming 
as a Prophet, ſeeming to be a man 
teaching Holineſs 3 he is not of God, 
if hedeny Chriſt come in the fleſh : 
but if he add to other ſuch virtues, 


Faith in the Lord Jeſus, he 1s of 


God. You may eaſily apply it to the 
caſe in hand. And whatever inter- 
pretation elſe you will give of this, 
as confefſing Chriſt in time of trial; 
yet it muſt be meant, aud teach ſuz- 
tably to ſuch confeſſaon. What do you 
think the wicked Jews meant, when 
they ſaid, 1F we let this mar alone,all 
men will believe on him? What did 
they mean, ſome one act, and that 
one a(t that many now hold to be 
only neceſlary to falvation , though 
not 
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not agreed ordinarily what it is? 
Surely they meant, They will be- 
lieve he is the Meſitah , and fo love 
him, obey him, ſtick to him. If one 
bid you believe in ſuch a Phyſici- 
an, truſt in him, and he will cure 
you 3 cannot you eaſily underſtand 
he means alſo, Take his Counſe], 
follow his directions , by believing 
in him ? So when he faith , Believe, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved 3 he meaneth, 
Believe, and carry as one that belie- 
veth; love, obey, turn. | 

4. Sometime called Repentance. 
Repent , that your iniquities may be 
blotted. John pliner repentance 
for the remiſſuon of ſin. Surely, you 
will grant, that 1s for Juſtification. 
And Chriſt did not take away this 
' Condition; nay, he preached it him- 
ſelf: Except you repent , you ſhall pe- 
riſþ, He meant, believe, obey 
alſo. 

5. Called Converſion. —Tarn 
them from darkneſs to light, that they 
may receive remiſſion. Left they ſhould 
ſee with their eges, and be converted, 
and their ſins ſhould be forgiven _ 


m- 
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Implying the terms that God hath 
bound himſelf to by promiſe through 
Chriſt's death to the world, ſo as he 
cannot in faithfulneſs break. If con- 
verted, he muſt forgive, having made 
this new Law of Grace. 

6, Called Obedience. Being made 
perfe& through ſuffering, having fully 
latisfied, he became the Author of eter- 
al ſalvation to thoſe that obey him. 
Surely this holdeth out the terms on 
which men ſhall have the juſtifying 
ſaving benefit of Chriſt's death. But 
there is implied in this alſo the be- 
lief of the truth of the Goſpel. So, 
Hear and your ſouls ſhall live. That 
is, obey for life, for juſtification, for 
right to falvation. 

7. Keeping the Commandments. 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commanad- 
ments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life. Not the hearers of the Law 
are juſt before God, bat the doers of the 
Law ſhall be juſtified. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord: but 
he that doth the will of my Father, 


Erek. 18. (ball inherit the Kingdom, If the 


21-wicked turn from all his ſins which 
he 
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he hath committed, and keep all my 
ſtatutes, he ſhall live; all the tranſ- 
ereſſions that he hath done ſhall not 
be mentigned. This is not the Law of 
Works, but the Goſpel : for, the Law 
romiſeth no mercy to the returning 
wicked. Conſider theſe three places: 
In Jeſus Chriſt neither cireumciſfuon nor 
uncircumciſton availeth any thing, but ®\+5: 6- 
faith, which worketh by love. In Jeſus Gals. rs. 
Chriſt neither circumciſion, &c. but a 
mew creature, Again, In Jeſus Chriſt i Cor. 7. 
neither circumciſion nor uncircumci- 19 
fron availeth any thing , but the keep- 
ing the Commandments of God. Do 
not theſe three expreſſions mean the 
ſame thing , the ſame Goſpel-condi- 
tion ? | 
3, Regeneration, New Creature. 
Except a man be born again, &c. Not _, —ath 
by works of righteouſneſs which we have. © 
done, but according to his mercy hath 
he ſaved us , by the waſhing of rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, One would think you might 
gather hence, what the Apoſtle Paul 
means by Works, and what by Faith, 
the Goſpel-condition, 
9. San- 
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9. Sanctification. Except 1 waſj 
thee, thou canſt have no part in me, 
And, without holineſs none ſhall ſee the 
Lord. Godlineis bath the promile of 
this life, and that which is*to come. 
Is not Jultihcation, right to Heaven. 
among the number of thoſe things ? 
Waſh you, make you clean , put away 
the evil of your doings , learn to dy 
well. Come now, though your ſins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow: 
though red like crimſon, they ſhall be 
as wool, 

I could name many other Names,as 
Fearing God, Hoping in him, Truſt- 
ing in him, @&c. But I will name but 
ONE MOre. 

10. Sometime it 1s expreſſed by 
words that import a Continuance ; 
and this is indeed the condition of 
the continued Juſtification and right. 


Col.1-21to Heaven. To them he will give eter- 
22:23* wal life, who by patient continuance in 


- well-doing , ſeek for immortality, Tet 
ow hath he reconciled in the body of 
his fleſh, through death, to preſent you 
blameleſs and unreproved in his ſight, 
if you continne in the faith, —_—_ 
ant 
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and ſetled, and be not removed away 
from the hope of the Goſpel, which 
you have heard, and was preached to 
every creature under Heaven, That 
is, upon condition that as you have 
received the Chriſtian Faith, ſoyou 
continue In it to the end , notwith- 
ſtanding all ſufferings; by the encou- 
ragement of that hope which this 
Goſpel ſupplies unto you. 7F we 1 Joh. 1.7 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from 
all ſin. There is no condemnation 10gon,1.s, 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus , who 
walk, not after the fleſh, bnt after the 
ſpirit. Whoſe houſe are we, if we hold Heb. 3.6; 
faſt our confidence unto the end. 

But yet believers are juſtified at 
preſent. But you are ſan@Gified, but 
you are- juſtified, ſaith the Apoſtle ; 
you are fo, upon your firſt cordial- 
conſent to the Goſpel-terms. It is 
here as. in all other things of the like 
nature. What makes a Servant, but 
Conſent? When the Maſter is wil- 
ling to have him,. and propounds 
the terms, he confents to the 


terms, 
M I have 
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I have ſet Life and Death before 
you, and told you the condition of 
Lite by Chriſt. 

Would we go and confider this 
condition, and the reaſonableneſs of 
it, and the glorious things that would 


come by it; and would we go, and 


in the ſtrength of God and Chriſt, 
call Heaven and Earth to record; 
yea, and Hell to witneſs, That we 
conſent, give up our ſelves to be 
ruled and ſaved by Chriſt; would 
we enter into Covenant to be the 
Lord's people, and his Chriſt's, to 
walk in all well-pleafing, and not 
to allow our ſelves in any known 
fin, or in the neglect of any known 
duty; and to uſe the means God 
hath appointed to know his will, 
and forthe deſtruction of {ins and this 
as honeſt men really intending per- 
formance even till death; being fo 
tar from defigning treacherouſly to 
turn alide jn difficulties, that it is our 
greateſt fear and dread, leſt we 
ſhould deal falſly in this Covenant: 
From this time you are juſtified by 
this Law of Grace, and have right 
| to 
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to Heaven, though you ſhould have 
black and ſad thoughts, and think 
you are not: and, you may pra 
with encouragement, Keep this in the 
thoughts of our heart for ever, and 
confirm onr hearts unto thee; and 
God will keep thoſe that thus com- 
mit themſelves unto him. Bur yet 
this is true, if you ſhould fall utter- 
ly away; this Law of Grace would 
ceaſe to juſtifie you, becauſe' you 
withdraw this conſent, and fo ceaſe 
to have the condition of itz and 
the reaſon why we do not loſe Ju- 
ſtification, and right to Salvation, is, 
Becauſe God keepeth his fear in our 
hearts, leſt we ſhould draw back, and 
his ſoul have no pleaſure inus. Do not 
ſay, This is not to be ſuppoſed; for 
you ought to put ſuch ſuppoſitions 
to your ſelves: viz. If I ſhould now 
leave off to be wiſe, and to do good, 
I ſhould periſh. For what elſe doth 
God threaten? for, If the righteous 
forſake his righteouſneſs, he ſhall dye. 
As a man that never maketh this Sup- 
poſition, F If Chriſt had not died, I 
had periſhed; or , if God had not 
M 2 con- 


179 


190 


The Gzeat Pzopitiation : or, 
converted me 7] cannot but be very 
unthankful z which Suppoſitions are 
at leaſt as equally impoſlible as the | 
Suppolition of your total Apollacy. 
So a man that never maketh theſe 
Sappoſitions, [ If -I ſhould fall away, 
I thould loſe all ] cannot but be ve- | 
ry unwary and remiſs in care and 
watchfulnels. | 

Concerning thoſe ſeveral Names 
the Goſpel-condition is called by. let 
me add this Obſervation. I know 
ſometime theſe words may be, and 
are uſed in Scripture in their proper 
ſenſe, for one att, and no more. And 
it may be ſometimes by confeſs , may 
be meant no more than confeſs. And 
ſometime Fazth 1s uſed only for Faith; 
as when he faith , He that cometh to 
God muſt believe that God is : There, 
by believing, is meant only aſlent : 
And ſo when we read of Faith's 
operativeneſs, it means only the be- | 
lief of the Truth ( and fo would I be 
underſtood, when I at any time ſpeak 
of Faith's operativeneſs, as purify- 
ing their hearts by Faith) ; yet when- 
ever any Promiſe is made to any 

_ Grace 
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Crace. or Ac whatſoever of Juſtt- 
fication, Salvation, Pardon; there it 
| implicth the 'whole Goſpel-conditi- 
on, and all Graces eſſential to Chri- 
ſtianity.- It muſt be underſtood, ce- 
teris paribus, if other things anſwer 
thereto. And this I can prove evi- 
{ dently to you by this argument 
elſe a man would have right by the 
Promiſe upon his Confeſling, though 
he did not forfake; and, by belie- 
ving that Chriſt is rifen from the 
dead, though he ſhould refuſe to 0- 
bey the Goſpel; and God would be 
unfaichful in denying him the things 
promiſed. It you promiſe a Yintner 
{ ſo much money to ſend you ſuch a 
Butt that ſtands in his Cellar, and 
he ſends you the empty Vellel; if 
you can aſſure me that you are not 
by truth and promiſe bound to pay 
bim, then I am equally ſure, that you 
meant the Veſlel and the Wine alſo: 
you ſpake S8ynecdochically. 
Methinks I may fay as the Town- 
Clark of Fpheſas once did, with great- 
er reaſon than he, Theſe things are 
evayſicenle , things that cannot be ſpo- 
ken againſt. Ovjed. 
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objeF. Is not this, working for 
Juſtification, or Righteouſneſs? Is 
there no danger in ſeeking tobe ju- 
ſtified and ſaved by works? 


Anſ. No danger at all inthis ſenſe; 
and yet great danger 1n another 
ſenſe: but it is fo far from being 
dangerous in this ſenſe, that it is 1n- 
diſpenſably neceſlary to ſalvation: | 
They only ſhall be bleſſed that keep his 
Commandments , in Golpel-fincerity, 
that they may have right to the tree 
of life ; that 1s, that they may be ju- 
ſtified. And I dare confidently fay, 
that never any did {incerely obey 
God ( whatever confuſed notions 
ſome good men have had in their 
brains , that they held only ſpecu- 
latively ), but for this end , among 
others, that they might have right 
to Heaven, which is Juſtification; for 
as humane nature now is( and [ think 
I may ſay the ſame concerning the 
ſtate of Innocency ), it is not capa- 
ble of undergoing the difficulties of 
obedience, but for ſuch ends, To 
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eſcape the curſe, and attain the bleſ- 
| fing; which is to attain Juſtificati- 
on, and eſcape Condemnation. And 
to ſay otherwiſe, is to ſay, God hath 
indeed made promiſes of remiſlion 
of fins, and Heaven, to thoſe that 
repent, turn from ſin, and obey the 
Goſpel; but I will not regard theſe 
promiſes, I will not be moved by 
them, I will donone of thele things 
for theſe ends; but I will only a& 
out of love. Which yet, I could 
ſhew you, would be impoſlible : 
| For, how can I love him who I 
think hath done me no good? and, 
how can I think he hath done me 
any good , when I think my own 
ſalvation is no good? as I certainly 
do, if I do not defire and endeavour 
it. And God hath threatned thoſe 
that go on 1n ſin, with a Curſe, and 
Hell. Bur I will not refrain fin for 
theſe ends, that I may eſcape Hell ; 
I will only act out of Love; I will 
be above Scripture; I will neither 
be moved with promiſes nor threats, 
But there ts another ſenſe which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of as damaable. 

EN M 4 The 
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The Phariſaical Jews would have 
Juſtification and Righteouſneſs with- 
out pardon; would purely and meer- 
Iy be juſtified, ſo as not to be par- 
doned, that it ſhould be no favour 
to juſtifie them , but their due with- 
out grace and pardon; ( and that 
maketh him prove, out of David, 
the neceſlity of pardon, Rome.4.) and 
that would be in effect to ſay, with- 
out the Satisfaction and Righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt ; andif fo, Chriſt died 
In vain, this would make void his 
ceath, they would have their obe- 
dience to the Moral Law ( which 
they commonly interpreted as reach- 
ing only to the outward act) either to 
be perfect, or ſo little defective, that 
the great meritoriouſneſs of being 
Abrabanes Seed, and circumciſed; and 
their {tri& obſervance of the Cere- 
monial Law , and other Traditions 
never commanded , would make up 
what wanted: And their Righte- 
ouſneſs being compleat of it felt, 
their Juſtification would be of due 
debt from the old Law, through Ju- 
{ticez and not of Pardon and Grace 

"0 | through 
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through a Propitiation. And fo too 


many- among us look upon their 
good works as meritoriousz though 
they be ſinners, and know it, yet 
they think the good works of Alms, 
and other things, which they look 
upon as no duties, will fatisfie for 
thoſe fins; and think God would 
do them wrong, if he do not for 
their good deeds pardon their evil 
deeds; think their good works are 
very good, and deſerving much from 
God; and their evil not very evil ; 
and ſo God would be very hard, 
yea, unjuſt, if he ſhould condemn 
them. If this was true, then no 
need of Chriſt, he then dyed in 
vain; then ſalvation would be of 
debt from natural Juſlice , from the 
old Law, and not of Grace, and 
Mercy, and Pardon through Chriſt. 
Will any dare to ſay, If what I 
have ſpoken be true, that he will 
pardon none but repenting, return- 
ing, believing (ſinners, that it is not 
of Pardon, Mercy, Grace, but of 
debt from the old Covenant, which 
allows no Pardon ? 

I con- 
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I confefs PaxPs Epiſtles about Ju- 
ſtification are hard to be under- 
ſtood; and I am confident many 
Expoſitors are, and have been no- 
torioufly miſtaken about theſe things; 
and that by Faith he meaneth ( as 
I do) Faith and Obedience to the 
Goſpel. I have written ſomething 
to ſhew to my Acquaintants the 
meaning of theſe places, which I 
think make them appear rational 
and plain to this ſenſe, and ( abſet 
werbo invidia) will do fo to ratio- 
nal men. But it is not fit to ſpeak 
fo largely here. I wiſh you to read 
confiderately, Cap.3. v. 5. of his E- 
piſtle to Tit##s. Can you Imagine 
when the Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. 2. 16. 
Knowing that a man #« not juſtified 
by the works of the Law, but by the 
faith of Chriſt , we have believed that 
we might be juſtified, &c. That he 
means, we did not repent that we 
might be juſtified, did not pray that 
we might be juſtified; did not obey, 
turn from (in, that we might be ju- 
ſtifted , or not be condemned? All 


that I will do here further, ſhall 
be 
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be to ſpeak fo as to keep you from 
dangers on both fides, if you will 
obſerve this diſtinftion, and it will 
be plain I hope to the meanelt ca-. 
pacity. 

There is in this Juſtification by 
Chriſt ſpoken of, (there being two 
Laws or Covenants, one of Works, 
| and the other of Grace, a lex re- 
#edians , and both in force ; elſe if 
the old Law, as aLaw, with its pe- 
nalty, was repealed, it would be no 
fin not to obey perfettly z and we 
might ſay, Chriſt his death had not 
ſatisfied for our fins , and the legal 
deſert of them, but prevented them 
rom being ſins, and from legally de- 
ſerving damnation ) there 1s in this 
Juſtification, as it were, a two-fold 
Righteouſneſs or Juſtification; and 
the diltinftion of theſe two is ſo ne- 
cellary to any competent meaſure of 
underſtanding this Do@rine of Ju- 
ſtification, and would be ſo helpful 
to make us underſtand it, and ſpeak 
 Intelligibly of it, that I deſire you 
would never forget it: Paſſive Ju- 
| ftification, the effe&t of ative, is our 
__ right 
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right ; conſtituted as I have ſhewed 
you. But to ſpeak of aGive Juſti- 
fication, It is eſſentially from ſome 
Charge pleaded, or poſſibly pleada- 
ble againſt us. 

I. Suppoſe the Accufation be, We 
are ſinners, have offended God, de- 
ſerved wrath, broken the firſt Cove- 
nant, the Law of Warks: and un- 
der this are comprehended fins a- 
gainſt the Goſpel ; for they are ſins 
againſt the Moral Law, which Chriſt 
hath ſatisfied for all the breaches of, 
that ever were or ſhall be. For the 
Original Law of Nature is this, Keep 
all my Commandments . which I have 
or ſhall reveal to thee any way what- 
Joewer, whether by Nature, or any 0- 
ther way of making my will known 
( the eating of the forbidden fruit 
was againſt this Moral Law, though 
Immediately againſt a particular Re- 
velation ) or thou ſhalt dye. Now if 
this be the Acculation ., thou art a 
ſinner, haſt deſerved death, tranſ- 
greiled the Law, refuſed Chriſt and 
the Goſpel a long time ;. yea, and 
haſt notoriouſly ſinned fince —_— 
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fion. Here nothing will juſtifie, no- | 
thing will anſwer this Accuſation, | 
but this : Chriſt hath dyed, ſatisfied, 
God hath ſet him forth to be a Pro- 
pitiation. It would be improper and 
vain here to plead, We have repent- 
ed, believed : for thou art a curſed 
| Creature, and there 1s no blood or 
ſatisfaction in theſe 3 thou wilt rather 
be damned for thy failings in theſes 
they are imperfeCt at beſt , and how- 
ever cannot buy off thy former fins, 
Here we muſt plead nothing in our 
ſelves to this Accuſation : nay , we 
muſt confeſs we have nothing in our 
ſelves to juſtiffe us againſt this Accu- 
ſation of being ſinners , deſerving 
wrath. That that muſt anſwer this 
Accuſation, is altogether without us. 
To plead, to juſtifie from this Ac- 
cuſation, ſomething within us, is to 
ſpit in Chriſt's face, is damnable: 
for whatever we plead , mult be a 
Righteouſneſs,or it is no way pleada- 
ble. If we have a Righteouſneſs to 
anſwer this, Chriſt dyed in vain. 

2. But now ſuppoſe another Ac- 
cuſation which is poſlibly pleadable 
again(t 
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; againſt us: ſuppoſe the accuſation 
be , But thou haſt no lot or porti- 
on in this Satisfaction; for all have 

; not intereſt in it; but there was a 

i fecond Covenant made, wherein 

+ God made it over only upon Go- 
ſpel-terms, and conditions of repent- 
Ing, believing, obeying ſincerely, up- 

on ſincerity and uprightneſs , and 
truth in the inward parts: for, it 
was enacted that none ſhould have 
the benefit of it, to juſtifie them a- 
gainſt the old Law, but they that 
performed the condition. | 
Here now 1s no danger of plead- 
ing, to anſwer this Accuſation, ſome- 
thing in our ſelves; nay, it 1s duty, 
and we wrong our felves if we have 
the condition, and do not. Ye muſt 
ſay, Yea, through grace I have re- 
pented, believed, endeavoured to 
obey God ſincerely , and have 1a- 
mented when I have faln ſhort; I 
have received Chriſt for my Lord 
and Saviour, & endeavoured to ferve 
him, and do at this day. And this will 
be your righteouſneſs againſt this Ac- 
cuſation, will juſtifie you againſt this 
Accuſation. It 
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It would be fooliſhly impertinent 
to plead here, Chriſt hath dyed, 
hath made fatisfaCtion to the Law; 
when the Charge, the Accuſation is, 
Thou haſt no intereſt in him. and 
his death, and the purchaſed bene- 
fits. And it would be falſe and ridi- 
culous to plead what they that falſly 
are called the only Preachers of Free- 
grace would have you plead, vis. 
That Chriſt hath repented for thee, 
performed the Goſpel-conditions 
for thee. Here you may and muſt 
plead ſomething in your ſelves, even 
the performance of the Goſpel-con- 
dition. You muſt not confeſs you 
have nothing to plead, except you 
have not 3 and then I would fay, Are 
you mad wilfully to refuſe Chriſt? 
I know, men may think they have 
not, and yet have this condition; 
and then God knows , there 1s this 


E good thing in them toward God and 


Chriſt, though they think not ſoz 
and fo they are juſtified, and know 
not. 'But if you ſay, I have nothing 
in me to anlwer this Accuſation, and 
ſay true, and continue in this eſtate 
| you 
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you will be condemned upon this 
Accuſation at the laſt day, when 
judged according to the Goſpel, and 
are at preſent under condemnation 
nw >... 2 

But if you be ſincere Chriſtians, 
and in ſome comfortable meaſure 
know it, you may in this ſenſe re- 
joyce in your ſelves ; you may ſay, 
have proved my own work, and ſo 
have joy in my ſelf, and not in ano- 
ther. This is our rejoycing, the teſti- 
mony of our Conſcience, that in mw 
city and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our converſation in this 
world. You may ſay of a godly man, 
he hath that within him that wall 
bear him out , and mean by it the 
fincerity of his heart; but then you 
muſt not mean it to fatisfie for his 
11] deeds, or againſt the firſt accuſati- 
on; but againſt this only, of having 
no patt in Chriſt. Here a man may 
glory; Let him that glorieth, glory in 
this, that he underſt audeth aud know- 
eth me, Jer.9.24. We may ſay inthe 


Apoſtie John's ſcnſe and words, Our 
hearts, 
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hearts, our conſciences acquit us, 
and condemn us not. 1 Johz 3.20,21. 
If our hearts truly condemn ws, God is 
greater than our hearts, and knoweth 
all things. Beloved, if onr hearts con- 
demn us not. then have we confidence 
toward God: and whatſoever we ask, 
we receive of him, becauſe we keep his 
commandments, and do thoſe things 
that are pleaſing in his fight: 

So that you may now fee, that 
1. God juſtifieth as the principal 
Efficient. 2. The Promiſe or Cove- 
nant of God ( If thox believe, thou 
| ſhalt be ſaved ) asthe inſtrument, or 
lefs principal efficient : for an In- 
ſtrument is eſſentially an efficient 3 
and the a&t of the principal and 1n- 
ſtrument are eſlentially one and the 
ſamea&, and both proper Efficients 
of the effe&. If one ſtrike with a 
rod, he ſtrikes and the rod ſtrikes, 
though lefs principally, yet both 
truly, If a man promiſe, he gives 
right, and the promiſe gives right 
properly, 3. Chriſt's Death and 
Merits juſtifie as a Satisfaction to 
God's Tuttice, that he might pardon 

N with 
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with ſafety to his honour and go- 
vernment. 4. The faithof Chiiit, 
or true Chriſtianity as the condition. 
Now a condition is a cauſa ſine qui 
non; and it 1s agreed that a canſa 
fine qui non , is no cauſe, but only 
ſo neceffari!y called for want of a 
better word ; juſt as we are forced 
to ſpeak always of z0n-entities, as 
it they: were extities whenever we 
ſpeak of them, as Texebre ſunt, Nihil 
Fuit. So I was wittingly forced, 
ſometimes before. to uſe the word 
of Faith's influence into right. And 
it is 8/moſt impoſſible to ſpeak o- 
therwife, but any intelligent man 
may fee, though the performance of 
the Goſpel-condition ſeemeth at the 
firſt view to have ſomething like in- 
fluence into right, like cauſality, yet 
it hath not; but that influence which 
it ſeemeth to have, 1s tobe aſcribed 
in propriety only to God and the 
Promiſe. When a Felon reads, it 
was not his reading that pardoned 
him, but the Legiſlators by the Law 
upon his reading. So that they err 
that uſe to tell us, that Faith 1s a 
cauſe 
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cauſe of Juſtification, and not other 
graces; for it is no caufe, it doth 
not in propriety juſtifie and pardon 
our fins at all. If Faith did merit, 
then it would be a moral efficient 
of our right. Methinks none ſhould 
ſay, Faith is an Inſtrument of Juſti- 
fication; for then it would bea true 
proper ſaying in the ſtricteſt fenſe, 
Faith pardoneth our fins, Faith ac- 
quitteth us. 

You have ſeen upon what honou- 
rable terms God hath diſpenſed with 
his Law in not executing it, how - 
ever not fully executing 1t upon 
oftenders. 

1. He doth execute fome of it in 
this life upon his pardoned ones, 
pardoned as to the great matters : 
for Chriſt did not bargain, that the 
curſe ſhould in every part be taken 


off. immediately upon their belie- 


ving. No, God makes (in evil and 
bitter to them in this life many waysz 
and they muſt dye, and their bodies 
rot in the grave for a time. God 
told Moſes , he had pardoned the 7+ 
raclites (that is, ſo as not to cut 

N 2 them 
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them off from being a people); but 
as truly as T live, all the earth ſhall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord, 
their carkaſſes ſhall fall in the wilder- 
eſe, And 1 doubt not, but this tends 
to the honour of God's Juſtice, to 
leave ſome drops of this curſe upon 
us in this life 3 and we ought to take 
notice of his rigiteouſneſs, as well 
as mercy In aftlicting us. 


Some will object, But the Suffer- 
ings of Believers are not fatisfa- 
tory. 


Anſ. IT know they are not in the 
ſtrict ſenſe of the word: for that 
ſgnifeth compenſation enough for 
the fault; or, In the '{enſe the Pa- 
piſts uſe the word, For little Suf- 
terings buying off other Sufferings; 
yea, the great or eternal ſuffering. 
And ſome obje& , They are not 
vindictivez and when they explain 
the word, they mean, they 
are not eternal or totally de- 
{tructive; which 1s trne indeed, But 
if any by the words SatisfaGory or 

| Vin- 
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VindiFive, mean, that they are not 
inflited by the Rector by virtue of 
the Law for a fault, in token of his 
diſpleaſure, and for the honour of 
his Juſtice, and warning of others. 
I muſt deny it, and ſay, So far as they 
are for lin, they are farisfactory and 
vindictive in this ſenſe ; and can 
plainly prove it. 

2. That which God hath and will 
take off (as indeed all will be clear 
taken off at the great, full, execu- 
tive Redemption, the Reſurrection 
of the body ) Chriſt hath paid deer 
for it, 

3. Though Chrift hath paid this 
great Price, yet we ſhall have this 
benefit by it, only upon ſuch terms 
of honour to God, as acknowledg- 
ing in deep ſenſe of our unweorthi- 
neſs, God's righteouſneſs it he had 
condemned us, and turning from (in; 
accepting the Redecmer. Methinks 
we ſhould be fo far from quarrel- 
ling at, that we ſhould fee high rea- 
ſon for, and admire the wildom of 
God in this whole TranſiG1ion; and 
While we ſee ſome of his ways are 

N 3 raitunal, 
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rational, conclude all are fo, and our 
Ignorance is the cauſe they appear 
no more amiable to us. 

Here 1s no ſhadow of injuſtice in 
the Univerſal Magiſtrate of the 
World, neither to Chriſt, nor to 
Chriltians,nor to the Commonwealth 
of the World, nor to his old Law 
that was not executed, 

1. No wrong done to Chrilt: for, 
he underwent 1t willingly, Et volentz 
20n fit injuria; No wrong can be 
done to a mind willing of the da- 
mage, 

2. Not to Chriſtians : The high- 
eſt praiſes are due to God from them, 
and given by them, for this very 
tranſaction. 

3. Not to the World : It was to 
reform it, and lay a new foundation 
of Religionin lt. 

4. Not to his Law : For, the re- 
pute of that hath been as well ſecu- 
red, and kept as inviolable by the 
revelation of this tobe adored Ju- 
{tice of God, as if it had been exe- 
cured upon all offenders to all Eter- 


nity. 
I will 
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I will anſwer but one Obje&ion 
more, before I come to apply all. 

Some will expe to hear, how 
this whole Dodqrine is confifteat 
with EleGion and Special Grace, 

If you ask pen of different per- 
ſwaſions concerning general and ipe- 
cial Grace , How it comes to pals 
that any of the degenerate ſons of 
Adam are ſaved? They will anſwer, 
Only by Grace and Mercy through 
Chriſt, If you ask them further, 
How comes 1t about that ſome are 
ſaved, and ſome periſh, notwith- 
ſtanding this Grace ? They will fur- 
ther anſwer , Becauſe ſome believe, 
perform the Goſpel-condition,others 
not. It you demand , How comes 
this, that ſome perform the Goſpe]- 
condition, and not others? They 
will {till concent in anſwering, Some 
will, and ſome will not; ſome chuſe 
mercy on the terms of it, and others 
chuſe rather to periſh than to ac- 
cept Chriſt and Mercy on the Goſpel- 
terms. Thus far they agree com- 
monly 3 ſo that it doth not properly 
concern, me to ſpeak (in this Dif- 

N 4 courſe) 
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courſe) of the things wherein they 
differ ; both granting all that I at- 
firm. But if you enquire further of 
them, How comes it to paſs that 
ſome are thus willing, and others 
not? Here they diſagiee : Some will 
fay, this of man's willingneſs, it 1s 
to be aſcribed to man himſelf ; or 
give ſuch anſwer that it inevitably 
tollows from it; and that God'doth 
no more in this caſe for one than for 
another; helps one as much as ano- 
therz and then conſequently it fol- 
lows, that a man converted 1s not a 
Joi more beholden to Ged than one 
not converted, God doing no more 
for him than the other. And ſome 
doQrinally hold, That God giveth 
men only free-will, and the Goſpel 
or objective Evidence; and will go 
no turther with any. I cannot un- 
derſtand how ſuch can pray for 
Grace, or tor God's giving them to 
improve the Goſpel], and his Provi- 
dences, while they mean only, Give 
us Free-will ( which I grant in fome 
ſenſe they have, though [ utterly diſ- 
like the joojponies that ſome plead for? 

| and 
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and the Goſpel and objeCtive evi- 
dence, which they have already, 
and hold that God will do no more 
for any 3 whereas God only diſowns 
reſpe&ting of perſons in ReCctoral 
and Judicial Ads, as puniſhing and 
rewarding, as will appear upon view 
of thoſe places 3 but no where the 
doing that for the working the Con- 
dition 1n ſome, which he doth not 
for others, but owns the contrary. 
I dread to affirm, That a man in 
this ſenſe makes himſelf to differ 
though man's fin and unwillingneſs 
( and fo deſtruction ) 1s plainly of 
himſelf, yet not his willingneſs, 
And though I may well excuſe my 
ſelf from intermedling in theſe Con- 
troverſies, yet I will in ſhort give 
you an account of my thoughts con- 
 cerning them. Though I doubt, 
ſome will ſay ( which I cannot much 
contradict) that I had better have 
ſaid nothing of this nature, than 
ſpeak fo little. All that I ſhall ſay of 
this Difficulty , ſhall bein anſwer to 

this following Objettion, 


Obje(F. 
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ObjeF. Is not the Condition it 
ſelf of Juſtification and Salvation, 
and the working the Condition it 
felt, the fruit and effec of Chriſt's 
Death? | 


Anſ. 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
you how it 1s, and how it is not, 
in thefe Propoſitions. . 

1. The death of Chriſt foreſeen, 
undertaken, or undergone, as a Pro- 
Pitiation, Expiation. Satisfaction, was 
only for ſin, and ſo for pardon of 
fi, that God might with ſafety to 
his Juſtice not execute the penalty, 
but might ſhew kindneſs and favour 
to offenders, notwithſtanding the 
Threat; and therefore, as a Satisfa- 
tion, with this kind of cauſality, 
cauſeth no more 3 and then it being 
agreed between the Father and Son, 
that only Believers ( in the Scrip- 
ture-ſenſe)) ſhould have the benefit 
of it for falvationz We can only 
fay (ſetting aſide the comfortable 
reprieval, and the objeGive evi- 
dence, and whatever other common 

| helps 
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helps and afliſtances of the Spirit 
there are which were necellary in 
order to trial ), He gave his So (and 
Chriſt, himſelf ) that whoſoever repent- 
ed, believed on him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have eternal life. | 
2. This death and fatisfaQtion,an 


the benefit of them offered to fin- 


ners on theſe terms, are as a moral 
cauſe in their own nature influential 
to work the Condition ,, Faith and 
Repentance, The death of Chriſt 
( this promiſe being made with it) 
Is an object, apturm natur, a thing 
objectively, naturally influential to 
work this effet; and ſo being the 
cauſe of this cauſe of Faith, it is the 
cauſe of the thing cauſed : for,there 
would have been no foundation of 
Religion and turning to God, but for 
God's being made ſo far pacitied, as 
to accept linners on theſe terms.and 
make it known to men. But this is 
nothing ſ{ingular, but common to all 
that enjoy the Goſpel ; and it means 
no more but this, It would have this 
efiect if men did their duty, and im- 
proved tt a-right, 

| 2. The 
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3. The working the Condition, 
the making the Goſpel actually cf- 
ficacious for the working the Con- 
dition, is to be'aſcribed to God's De- 
cree, and his execution theseof, as 
moſt properly its eff-& ; and ufeth 
therefore to be aſcribed to the Fa- 
ther, rather than the Son. Take this 
account of it. A foundation being 
laid (or foreſeen as laid) in the 
blood of Chriſt, that God might, 
with ſafety to his Honour and Ju- 
ſtice, return into favour with fin- 
ners; and that he could as Rector 
( and fo would) pardon repenting 
returning ſinners; and that this was 
all he could do as ReQor, with Ho- 
nour and Juſtice ; he could deſcend 
no lower than to make this Law of 
Grace, this at of Oblivion, He that 
repenteth, believeth, returneth, ſhall be 
faveds and he mult be true to his 
own Laws; it would not ſtand with 
his Honour to pardon any but upon 
theſe terms : Now theſe things, and 
this Law being foreſeen, and alſo 


_ fore-ſceing that all men would yet 


periſh by refuſing. Chriſt , rejecting 
| Mercy, 
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Mercy, through the wiltul choſen 
wickedneſs of their own hearts,not- 
withſtanding the death of Chriſt for 
them, and the objeQive-evidence of 
the Goſpel : He doth this other ad 
I am now ſpeaking of, as Dominws, 
Lord Proprietary. For, as ſaving 
and juſtifying them that believe, 1s, 
aFus juſtitie, (the Law being confi. The _— 
dered ) a Redtoral a&, fo, as Lord _ 
Proprietary , he decreed, reſolved Articles 
from eternity to, and doth in cles, Be 
make and cauſe ſuch particular men mean no 
( by ſetting home Truths in evidence, fe6 than 
and ſoftning their hearts by his ſpi- Nod af: 
rit in a way to us poſſibly much un- firmed. 
known, and not fit to be inſiſted on 
here) to believe, repent, return, or 
accept Chriſt on his own terms, 
whom otherwiſe he fore-ſaw would 
reje&t Chriſt even as others. 

I look upon this Ele&ion which is 
aſcribed to the Father, as the foun- 
dation of the firſt difference, of one 
differing from another : For, as be- 
ing regenerate, converted, maketh 
a difference, maketh men attually 
_ choice men, executively ele men, 


ditfer- 
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differing men (the righteous is more 
excelent than his neighbour ): So 
this Decree, to give ſuch men grace, 
to convert them, is the foundation of 
this firſt difference 3 as having the 
condition of the Promiſe, maketh 
the firſt difference, fo the Decree to 
oy it is the firſt foundation of 
kf. 

This is that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of as a depth to be admired, that 
God ſhould condemn men . or de- 
cree to condemn men for their fin, 
that reje& Chriſt and Grace; this 
he doth not wonder at 3 he could, 
and we can give ſufficient reaſon for 
that; neither doth he wonder that 
God ſhould fave or decree to fave 
by Chriſt thoſe that repent and be- 
lieve, and not others; there'ts a con- 

 gruity 1n the thing, a Satisfaction, 
being that he may do it with Ho- 
nour : But, that when all would have 
rejected Chriſt and Mercy . that he 
ſhould harden fome. that is, leave 
them to the hardneſs of their own 
hearts, and foften others, make ſome 


repent, believe, that would have 
| refuſed 
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refuſed grace, this was his wonder. 
and the thing unaccountable to the 
Apoſtle; and fo iris tous. 

Theft are faid to be drawn by 
the arher, and given to Chriſt by 
the t arhers and this of drawing 
Ment £2 Chriſt, making them to ac- 
cept Chriſt, is aſcribed, you ſee, ra- 
ther to the Father than the Son, AZ 


that the Father giveth me, ſhall come Joh.6.37. 


unto me: and him that cometh unto 
we, T will in no wiſe caſt offs, and I 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day. He 
ſeemeth to refer to that giving men- 
tioned, Ask of me, and Twill give 
thee the Heathew for thine Inkeri- 
tance - thatis, I will make that Chriſt 
ſhall be their Lord acually ( like 
that, Zſa. 55.) and they ſubje& to 
his Laws acqually. I will bring them 
to the obedience of Faith, which 
God doth in giving Faith and Re- 
pentance, in giving the firſt Grace, 
in working in them the condition of 
the Covenant, which is the fruit of 
Ele&ion : for this giving cannot be 
meant of thoſe that are actually Be- 
l ievers, or fore-ſeen and looked on 
| as 
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as ſuch by him; for he ſaith, zhey 
ſhall come unto me, ſhall believe on 
me: and this belief and coming is 
named as the <ffe&t of God's giving 
men to Chriſt 3 and fo the givizg is 
antecedent tothe coming in all con- 
ſideration. So Ver. 44. No man car 
come unto me except the Father which 
bath ſent me draw him. Ver. 45. It 
is written, They ſhall all be taught of 
God: every man therefore that hath 
heard and learned of the Father,com- 
eth unto me. Ver. 65. No man cau 
come unto me , except it be given him 
_ of my Father : This he ſaid, know- 
1ng that there were ſome that belie- 
ved not. Such is the wilful wicked- 
neſs of the world, that all would 
reje& Chriſt; yea, and they cannot 
do otherwiſe in ſome ſenſe, though 
they can in another ſenſe { which 
ſenſes I could make plain to you,but 
ic would take up too much time,and 
be too large a digreſſion ), fo that the 
working the ConGition, the firſt 
Grace, the firſt difference tis to be 
aſcribed to EleQion, 


4. Though 
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4. Though the common ſaying 

| Is, That Chriſt's death merited no 
_ Volitions, no Decrees; and to his 
fore-lſeen death mericed not , that 
God ſhould will ſuch and ſuch things; 
and the moſt build much upon A- 
quinas his laying , Deas vult hoc prop< 
ter hoc, ſed non propter hoc vult hoc, 
meaning there are reaſons and mo- 
tives, cauſes of the things willed, but 
. not of the willing of thoſe things : 
yet I look upon this ſaying as meer 
words, and void of truth; and we 
ought to have other conceptions, or 
elſe we ſhall have conceptions un- 
worthy of God. Yet many go in 
ſuch a method in ſpeaking ot God's 
Decrees, that they make this ſuch a 
main Pillar of their Fabrick , that 
for one to hold that God's love or 
pity, or man's mifery, was any mo- 
tive to God to lend his Son to dye 
( which God forbid'any ſhould de- 
ny ) would deſtroy their whole me- 
thod: for, it is impoſſible that any 
thing ſhould be, or be conlidered, as, 
ratio rez volite, a reaſon of the thing 
willed 3 but it mult be, and muſt be 
O Con» 
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conſidered, as, ratio aF us volunta- 
tis, as the reaſon of the willing : 
For, a reaſon or motive is eflenti- 
ally a motive to the will of the 
principal Agent: for, what can it 
poſlibly be conceived to move, but 
the Will? Can it be a Motive, and 
move nothing? or, can it be actually 
a prevalling-reaſon, and not prevail 
with the Will? What ever Goddoth 
in time for the Merits of Chriſt , he 
decreed and willed from eternity to 
do it in time for the Merits of 
Chri(t: for, whatſoever God doth 
now in time for any end whatſoe- 
ver, or upon any motive whatſoever, 
he decreed and willed for that end, 
and upon that motive, from eternity 
to doit. It Godin time created rain 
to make the earth fruitful, then the 
reaſon why he decreed and willed 
to cauſe rain , was, that the earth 
might be fruitful. And for us to con- 
ceive otherwiſe of God, would be 
for us to conceive him to act irra- 
tionally, as willing things for no end; 
ana would put a ſtop to all admira- 
tion of the wiſdom of God _ 

Is 
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his Providence; and therefore, ſuch 
a conception of him would be of- 
fenſive to him: for we ought to 
conceive of him in the moſt honou- 
rable way weare able; and that is 
the molt pleafing to Him, who is 
above our beſt conceptions. If he 
condemn men in time for their re- 
fuſal of Chriſt, then he decreed to 
condemn them becauſe he foreſaw 
that they would refuſe Chriſt : If he 
ſave none, juſtifie.none in time, but 
for their believing ; then he willed 
and decreed from eternity to fave 
none ( with any decree or violence, 
that we are to conceive of as di- 
ſtint from his Will or Decree, to 
work the Condition in men, that 
they might be juſtified and ſaved ) 
but thoſe he forefaw ſhould believe. 
And it ſeems plain , that as he abſo- 
lutely and without condition juſtt- 
fieth and ſaveth none; ſo neither 
did he abſolutely, and without con- 
dition, decree to juſtifie and fave 
any. But God forefeeing what an 
order and concatenation of things 
he would make, and was bound 1n 
O2- Honour 
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Honour to make, notwithſtanding 
Chriſt's death: As in time, without 
Condition, ( though not without 
means) He worketh Faith and Re- 
pentance, worketh the Condition in 
the Eledq, that they may be juſtifi- 
ed and ſaved by Chriſt : So he wil- 
led and decreed abſolutely, and 
without condition, to work the 
condition , the firſt Grace, that they 
might be juſtified and faved by 
Chrilt. 

s. Though Chriſt's death as a fa- 
tisfaCtion, explation, was the cauſe of 
no more to us than this, That, if 
we repent and believe, we ſhall be 
juſtified and ſavedg SatisfaCtion and 
Propitiation being only for (1n: yet, 
conſidering this ſ:ffering of Chriſt, 
as a highly pleaſing meritorious act, as 
a worthy voluntary undertaking for 
the Honor of God we may fay,Chriſt 
did merit that God ſhould. give this 
Faith, work this Condition, and keep 
It in the Ele: for all would, not- 
withſtanding this ( and the eaſe rea- 
ſonable terms made of their intereſt 
in it) through their own wilful wick- 

ednels, 1 
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ednefs, have perithed ; and he deſer- 
ved that his blood ſhould not thus 
far be loſt, as water ſpilt on the 
ground ; but that he ſhould have 
ſome fruit of the travel of his ſoul, 
in ſecing a Seed. a&tua'ly to honaur, 
venerare, and adore their Redeemer. 
Though I mult ſiy, four the benour 
of our Redeemer in this great af- 
fair, He will have ſyme reward in 
thoſe that periſh. in that he did a 
wonderful kindneſs tor them, it be- 
ing oaly through their own choſen 
reiuſal , that they had no benefic by 
it. His Coodneſs 1nd Grace is not 
thereiore no Grace. becauſe men re- 
ject it. And to do 2 good and gra- 
cious aq, is a reward and fatisfa- 
Ction in it ſelf. Aud you may as 
well maintain, That, except God 
be ignorant, and know not that men 
will reject his mercy, he cannot be 
righteous and juſt in punifhing them 
for it; which is contrary to the 
knowledg of the whole world; as 
to ſay, Except God be ignorant, 
and know not that they will through 

their wicked wilfulneſs refuſe his”. 
; O3 Mercy, 
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Mercy, his, Grace and Mercy is no 
Grace and Mercy. If one of you 
take a long, tedious, and hazzardous 
journey, to difſwade your friend 
from ſomething you hear he deſigns 
to do, which you know will undo 
him, though he wilfully perſiſt, and 
will not be perſwaded by you, and 
ſo is undone by it ; yet he is bound 
to thank you all his life after, and 
your kindneſs ceaſeth not to be kind- 
neſs ; and you have this ſatisfation 
and reward, You did a kind act, 
though he reap no benefit. And 
ſuppoſe you might have prevailed 
with him, if you had there ſtayed 
longer with him, and taken more | 
pains; yet your kindneſs ceaſeth not 

to be a kindneſs becauſe you did no | 
greater kindneſs; fince that which |! 
you did, would have been enough, |! 
had it not been for his wilful obſti- ! 
nacy : And his after-ruing of his own 
folly, bears a loud teſtimony to, and 
rw to the honour of your kind- | 
neſs, Oh that I had hearkened ta | 
my Friend! How have I hated in- | 
{truction.and would not incline mine L 
Eal /: 
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ear to him that inſtructed me? They 
in Hell, if they would and could do 
as befits them, or as Chriſt hath de- 
ſerved from them, would ſpend time 
as well in admiring the love of God, 
and the Redeemer, in this wondertul 
once offered and urged Kindnels, as 
in ruing that they loſt it through 
their own choſen wilful madaeſs. 
Some go on ſuch grounds in ſpeak- 
ing of theſe things, that (holding to 
their way ) they muſt neceſlarily de- 
ny that finners in Hell will ever rue, 
and befool themſelves for their loſs 
of falvation by Chriſt : But if any 
will hold fo much power in man to 
receive Chriſt, as that they will rue 
it as their madneſs, and folly, and lin, 
to reje& him, and periſh by ſo doing; 
I can from that demonſtrate ( as 
clearly as I can do any thing ) that 
this I now ſpeak in this digreffion 
inevitably follows. Let me but ask 
you this, Was there no cauſe for 4- 
dam ( when faln from the benefic ) 
to thank God for making that pro- 
miſe, Obey and Live; when as God 
might have annihilated him, not- 
' O 4 withſtand- 
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withſtanding his obedience, had it 
not been tor that promiſe? And do 
you never thank God for it, though 
God knew he would fall? But to 
return :- As Chriſt's ſufferings did not 
as an explation or fatistaGion, but as 
a highly meritorious a(t, delerve or 
obtain, that God ſhould give greater 
things to thoſe that believe, than A- 
dam loſt , for the honour of the Re- 
deemer , andof this great work of 


| Redemption : fo, he did deſerve,that 


God ſhould cauſe ſome to: believe 3 
and fo from eternity his death, fore- 
ſeen or undertaken, was a caule, a 
meritorious cauſe or motive why 
God would, that is, decreed, to make 
ſome, and ſo, though more remotely, 
ſuch particular perſons, the Elec, to 
accept offered mercy and Chriſt, 
which they would otherwiſe (as o- 
thers) have rejected. Some call this, 
the Covenant of Redemption ; but 
1t 1s an immanent act, and from eter- 
nity, and an elicite a& of the will; 
and therefore 1s properly a De- 
cree, and belongeth to the Will 
of Purpoſe, and not to his Legiſla- 
tlye | 
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tive Will, his Retoral Will. Me- 

thinks you may ſee hence, how it 

cometh to paſs that we ſometimes 

read of Chriſt's dying for the world; 

and in other places. that he laid down 

his lite for his ſheep: ſometime, aſt - 

ed death for every man, dyed tor all; 

ſometime again, gave himſelf for the 
Church; in one place, a Saviour of 
the Body; in another, a Saviour of the 

world, He dyed for the Fle& and 
World both, ſo far, that whoſeever 
ſhould believe on him, ſhould not periſh; 
but for the Ele&, as they which 
were much in his eye, being thoſe 
who certainly ſhould believe, and 
ſo be actually faved. Though God 
and Chriſt did , as one faith , gque 
intend this ſatisfaction. a propitiati- 
on conditionally applicable to every 
one; yet hedid not, ex £quo, as tully 
intend it for to be actually applied 
to every man, There Is much of 
truth in that trequently cited pal- 
lage of Ambroſe , Chriſiuzs p1ſjus eſt 
pro omnibas, pro nobis tamen ſjpecia- 
liter paſſus eſt. Like that, a Saviour 
of all men, eſpecially of them that be- 
lreve. Will 
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Will any dare to ſay, Here is no- 
thing of grace or kindneſs to the 
World ? Joh. 3.16. He ſo loved the 
world. that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in hins 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
3ng life. V. 17. For God ſent not his 
Sor into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through hin 
might be ſaved. Cannot you ſee plain- 
Iy here what is meant by the World, 
and that his firſt coming was to ſave 
it, though his ſecond will beto take 
a ſevere account? V. 18. He that 
believeth on him. is not coudemned; 
but he that believeth not , is condem-. 
zed already, becauſe he believeth not. 
Can you ſay, a (ick man dyed, be- 
cauſe he took not ſuch a Medicine; 
when, if he had taken it, it would 
not have cured him? You cannot ſay, 
the Devils continue to be condemn- 
ed, becauſe they reje& Chriſt ; be- 
cauſe, if they ſhould accept him, 
they would ſtill periſh; for there 
was no ſatisfation made for them : 


. And may not the ſame be ſaid of them 


that. periſh, if no ſatisfaction be 
| made 
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made for them ? So John 12.47. If 
any man bear my words, and believe 
ot ( ſurely you will lay this is meant 
of a non-ele& man) 7 judg hin not; 
for I came not into the world to con- 
demn the world, but toſave the world. 
Which reaſon would have no ſhew 
of reaſon, except Chriſt came to ſave 
that man, except he be one of that 
World he came to fave. If Election 
and Redemption were of the ſame 
latitude and ſtri&neſs, you might as 
well fay to ſinners, Repent, for 
you are elefted, for you are fore- 
known in the Scripture-ſenſe , for 
| you are given to Chriſt by the Fa- 
ther, in that ſpecial ſenſe; as, Re- 
pent, for you are redeemed, Chriſt 
dyed for you ; you are bought with 
a price: therefore glorifie God with 
your bodies and ſpirits, which are his © 
But the Apoltle would not venture 
to ſpeak thus, You are elected; 
therefore repent, glorifie God : for 
he ſhould have ſpoken what he knew 

not to to be true. | 
I will ſay no more but this here: 
Whether is it a more likely way to 
lay 
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= a foundation for Religion in the 
orld. to encourage and. draw mens 
hearts to repent, return, to tell them 
Chriſt hath dyed for you, and hath 
obtained this of the Father for you, 
That if you return, you ſhall live, 
notwithſtanding all your former ſins; 
or, to lay, Repent, return : for, for 
any thing you know, Chriſt hath 
dyed for you; for any thing you 
know, he hath obtained this from 
God, That it you turn, you ſhall 
livez though it is ten to one he hath 
not: or however, we cannot tell 
whether he hath or no. And if he 
hath not, then as this is true, that if 
the Devils ſhould repent and return, 
they ſhould yet periſh, becauſe no 
Satisfaction was made for them; ſo 
if you ſhould repent and believe, 
you ſhould yet periſh, becauſe na 
Satisfaction made for you. 


Chills Satisfaction; 


Application. 


Rom all that hath been ſpoken, 
we may learn theſe things ; 


Uſe x. This informeth us, That 
God could not in Juſtice, without 
a SatisfaGion, pardon our (ins. I 
know ſuch moral things confilt not 
in a point; I dare not therefore ſay, 
He could not pardon the leaſt of- 
fence without a SatisfaCtion, or ſuch 
a great SatisfaQion : It is enough to 
ſay, He could not pardon ſuch and 
ſo great fins as ours and the worlds, 
. upon repentance , without Satisfa- 
Ction. Many men of renown of late 
days, have in this too much ſymbo- 
lized withSocinxs,and have maintain» 
ed that God could, if he had ſo plea- 
ſed, have pardoned the world, and 
received them on the Goſpel-terms 
into favour, without a Satisfaction : 
and that the death of Chriſt was 
from the Will of God, andnot from 


his 
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his Juſtice 3 and ſome of the Anci- 
ents have thus ſpoken, Now to 
prove, that we muſt not conceive 
his puniſhing- Juſtice as meerly a free 
at of his Will and Wiſdom ; that 
he might as well do otherwiſe, but 
as a virtue or reCtitude inherent in 
his nature. Let theſe things be con- 
ſidered. 

x. Expreſs Scripture, Hab. 1.13. 
Thou art of purer eges than to behold 
evil; that is, without being angry at 
It, without puniſhing it. Now what 
can be meant by the purity of his 
eyes, but the holinefs, juſtice, and 
righteouſneſs of his Nature, P/al.11.5. 
The wicked his ſoul hateth, Ver.$. For 
the righteous Lord loveth righteouſ- 
eſs; not meerly becauſe he will. 
Joſh. 24. 19. He will not forgive your 
treſpaſſes, for he is a jealous God. 

2. A man cannot imagine God 
indifferent, or almoſt indifferent, 
whether he puniſh or pardon fin- 
ners3 but in fo doing he fancies him 
very little abhorring ſin, very indif- 
ferent whether men obey or difobey; 
which is to have more unworthy 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of him than we have of 
ſome men. It is as neceſſary for us 
to conceive God to do that, which 
we cannot better conceive and ex- 
preſs, than by ſaying and conceiving, 
He croſled a ſtrong inclination , in 
not executing the Law upon Offen- 
ders themſelves, through a ſtronger 
inclination of love and pity to man, 
not to execute, but to provide and 
accept an offering; as it is neceſſary 
for us to conceive of God, as one 
croſſing a ſtrong inclination of af- 
fetion to his Son, in offering up his 
dear Son. And whatever vain and 
bold diſputers may ſay to the con- 
trary, it is our duty ſo to conceive, 
and we pleaſe God in fo concei- 
ving 3 and there is truth in the main 
in our conception, notwithſtanding 
the inadequateneſs of our Concep- 
tions : for, we ſhould have ſinful 
and falſe apprehenſions, if we ſhould 
conceive it was all one to God; and 
that it was altogether , or almoſt, 
indifferent to him, whether he pun- 
iſh the Offender himſelf, or no; 
or whether he offer up his Son or 
noz 
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no or whether man periſh or 
no. 
3. Thevery Heathens knew ſome- 
thing of the Natural Juſtice of God 
by the light of Nature. as we read 
Rom. 1.32. which could not be, if | 
the deſerved Condemnatian ( there. | 
mentioned ) came meerly from the 
free-will of God, and not from his | 
nature: for things of his Free-will 
can only be known by a Revela- 
tion of his Will, and not by Na- 
ture. | 

4. How can his Juſtice be demon- 
ſtrated? By an a& which his Jultice 
requires not 2 What weakneſs would 
It be for a Prince to affe& a name of 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, in doing 
thoſe things he might indeed juſtly 
do, but to the doing of which he was 
no way bound in Jultice and Ho- 
nour. If he could well enovgh, and 
juſtly. and honourably enough, have 
pardoned offenders without, but 
choſe to ſhew his Juſtice and ha- 
tred of (in, inthe death of his Son, 
It would be to demonſtrate and make 
a ſhew of ſomething that is not in 

reallity. 
'F 
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reallity.. To affirmthis , would beto 
accuſe him of Pageantry. Socinus and 
Creliuvs themſelves, that deny God's 
eſſential Juſtice, yet ſay, that he 
cannot 'with-fafety''to his Juſtice and 
Sandity, ſave impenitent ſinners. 
What 1s this but to grant what they 
deny, even an eflentia] Juſtice ? 
They grant in this fo much, that it 
ſeemeth wilfulneſs in them not to 
grant all, To let go that which is 
with much ſhew of reaſon inſiſted 


on by ſome, That all would have 
been impenitent without the Sariſ< 


faction; ſurely, the reaſon why He 
cannot pardon impenitenr ſinners, is, 
becauſe this mode of fin, contuma- 
cy in it, is fin: and where then will 
any fix, and ſay, Hither he may go 
in pardoning without SatisfaQion, 
and no further? See the Apoſtle 
here going further , implying, that 
he: could not have juſtified, ſaved 
repenting believing ſinners, without 
this Propitiation, that he might be 
Juſt , and the juſlifier of him that be- 
lieveth' &c. And the Apoſtle atgueth 
a neceſſity of ſatisfaQtion by Chriſt's 

P death, 
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death. becauſe ſin could not other- 
wiſe have been taken away 3 plainly 
implying, that repentance would not 
have taken it away, Heb. 10..1, 4. 
And how weak would his Argument 
be, to prove a neceſlity of this Exe 
Plation , becauſe. it was impoſlible 
the blood of BuJls and Goats ſhould 

. take it away, If it might be taken. 
away without any expiation at all, 
why then not withſuch low:things ? 

s, God is faid to cotnmend his 
love and kindneſs to us, is that.whew 
we were ſinners , Chriſt dyed for ws © 
but what great love could there be 
ſhewed, if there-was no neceflity of 
ſuch an Expiation ? There was in- 
deed wonderful love, if Juſtice re- 
guired. our blood, for his love and 
pity to overcome, and ſwallow up 
fuch inexorable fury ! -to find out, 
and give for us ſuch a Ranſom! But 
if Juſtice no way required it, What 
great Love would it be? Infuch a 
Caſe, it might indeed be Love; but | 
not eminent ſtupendious Love, To 
pardon: for, he obliges leſs by par- 
doning, that may eaſily pardon with- 
out 
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but diminiſhing the repute of his Ju- 
ſtice, or doing himſelf ( as it were.) 
any injury; and he obligeth and en- 
gageth the more, that . forgiverh 
that which is ſocontrary to his Ho- 
lineſs , Juſtice, and Honour, that 
there needs fo great and atrocious 
a Satisfaction, as putting out, or 
tormenting the Apple of his own 
Eye, his dear Son, to make Expia- 
tion. But if no ſuch thing was ne- 
ceſſary, then to pardon in ſuch a 
dreadful way , as by the death of his 
Son, would not be an act of mercy, 
or of love, but of wiſdom, if of 
any thing; if that indeed may be 
called wiſdom , to give up thus his 
Son without neceflity. W 

6. It ſeems contraty to the Wit- 
dom and Goodneſs of God , when 
he might go fo eafie, and near, and 
plain a way in pardoning ſinners, 
to go in ſo difficulta way, and ina 
way fo far about; for then it was a 
large digreffion to flee to a Satif- 
ration. And ſurely God that doth 
not afflict men meerly becauſe he, 
will, would not afflict his innocent 

P 2 beloved 
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beloved Son, meerly becauſe he will, 
if he could , without reluQancy, 
without grating on his Juſtice, Ho- 
lineſs, and Honour, have ſcattered 
our (ins as a Cloud, with an cafie 
breath of his mouth. | 


ObjeF. But may not one juſtly part 
with his own right? Can there be 
any injuſtice in pardoning a Deb- 
tor without Satisfaction? And is not 
he more to be commended that doth 
it without any Satisfaction 2 May 
not a party offcnded forgivea wrong 
againſt him? If onethreaten to beat 
a man that deſerves it , may he not 
juſtly paſs it over without any fatiſ- 
faction? 


Anſ. He may; and I grant all. 
But the things I am treating of , are 
not Debts, but Offences ; and theſe 
not offences againſt private perſons, 
as ſuch : God 1s ( as moſt hold) the 
Governour of the World, neceſfari- 
ly and effentially 5 however we arc 
ſure he hath taken on him the go- 
vernmeat of. it ; and although _ 

ccn 
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been a free aCt at the firlt eo under- 
take it, yet when he hath once un- 
dertaken it, he by ſo doing obligeth 
himſclf to govern it wiſely, holily, 
and righteoully ; - to puniſh offences, 
and not to let things run at random, 
And God is not ta be confidered as a 
private perſon, that pardoneth as a 
party offended; or as a Creditor, 
that parteth wich his own right; but 
as the publick Judg and Governour 
of the World, who ts, by taking this 
place upon him, engaged to judg and 
rule righteoufly, aud to render to 
men according to their works. 
There is a wide difference between 
Pecuniary debts, which one forgives 
as a private man3 or injuries done 
to a man in particular, which he for- 
gives a$a private man : and Criminal 
offences againſt Law and. Govern- 
ment. A Magiſtrate, being alſo in a- 
nother reſpe& a private man, having 
a private intereſt of his own, may, 
as other men, forgive things which 
belong to his profit, as Debts; and 
may torgive injuries and affronts 
done to him, fo far as they prejudice 
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his private Intereſt : But he may nct 
juſtly (however, ordinarily ) forgive 
things which belong to his Office and 
Duty , incumbent qn him as Gover- 
nour to puniſh, in vindictive Juſtice: 
for hereby he would be wanting in 
his duty, and alfo guilty of viola- 
ting the authority of his own Law 
and Rule, and of undoing of the 
Commonwealth by lenity and indul- 
gence. | { 

I know, a Rector or Governaur 
- may In ſome caſes diſpenſe with, and 
not execute his Law: For fome- 
times Laws are unjuſtly made; ſome- 
time about low petty matters , that 
do not much concern the Common- 
weal to have them executed ; ſome- 
time it would tend to the deſtructi- 
on of the Community , to execute 
them, though not unwiſely made at 
firſt; and fometime hewants power 
to execute them, the offenders bein 
too numerous, or too potent; and G 
it may be his duty 'to pardon and 
diſpenſe with the penalty without 
any more ado: e. g. Sal intcntio» 
nally made a good Law, thrcarned Þ 
TO a death ? 
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death to any that ſhould eat' before 


the evening, that he might obtain. 


the greater conqueſt over his flyio 
Enemies: Jonathan his Son tranſ- 
orefleth it 3 Saul reſolves to execute 
the Law the 'peaple hinder” hirh, 
and reſcue Jonathan ; now Savlequld 
not execute the: Law for want of 
ſtrengths 'for the people 'are the 
ſtrength'"ef- the King. And there 
ſcemerh't6 be much reaſon in what 
Jorathaiw'faid. Tt: was an il! Law, 
and” proved' a | hinderance"to* the 
laughter 'of his ehemies; and in 
what che people plead, to wit, That 
he might''well 'difpence with this 
Law, as t& Jonathas, becauſe he had 
wrought 'with God'that day a'great 
falvation. There was' indeed -fuich a 
deed 'dene' by him'thar day , ſuch 
a high meritorious af, as.would a- 
mount [£0''a partial ;. if nat a total 
fatisfation : So that it would not 
much weaken Government, encou- 
rage Offendors, take off from the 
repute 'of &auPs Reftoral Juſtice, 
to pardon one in fuch a circum- 
ance, £7 00 
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But a Recor cannot without in- 
juſtice, ordinarily , and in weighty 
cauſes, diſpenſe with. his Laws; fince 
it would be, To. be wanting to his 
duty : and it would certainly: tend 
to. the. debauching. and ruin. of the 
Community , by breaking .the reins 
of Government, ; and encouraging 
Offenders. Tt is ordinarily as much 
the - duty of the ſupream | Magi- 
ſtrate, tq execute. good Laws, or 
ſome; way to keep ithem facred:-and 
honourable, as.it. is to;.make, good 
Laws. for, both duties are built up- 
on: the ſame foundation... Who will 
ſay, That Parents may juſtly, law- 
fully, and honeſtly, caſt off all care 
of correQipg their Children for their 
faults, and leave all things ta-their 
wills? This would be, not ſa much a 
parting with their right (as the Ob- 
jeRtion ſpeaks) as a cealjng from, 
and being wanting in their duty and 
office; aud God's ReQoprihip and 
Government, is to be conceived of 
by us, analogically to an Office. 

2. Hence learn the Excellency 
and Satisfaftorineſs of the Chriſtian 
. | elt- 


-» Chriſſs:Satiplactton, 

_ Religion and. our; great felicity in 
living 4n:theſe laſt days. and ſhining- 
days . of: the Son of Man, wherein 
the Earth is, and+hath been filled 
with the .glory of ;the Grace and 
Meroy;' and of the Juſtice and Ho- 
lineff of: God, in compariſon of for- 
mer days. The Chriſtian Religion 
diſcavers: plainly to us, that which 
the: Heatbens. were .fearfully be- 
wildred. about... They had Convidii- 
ons 'of fin, and terrors and conſter- 
nations:of mind for fin, and fearful 
lookings for of judgment and fiery in+ 
dignations They knew , that they 
that did ſuch things as they did were 
worthy of death-z they ſaw need of Rom. :.3z 
attoning God , need of an Expiati- 
on; and.ſome of them ſaw, the blood 
of Bulls.-and Goats could not take 
away lin: Some offered (not know- 
ing what they did) the fruit of their 
body for the fin of their ſoul, when 
they might be ilying and hovering 
about (if their meditations and en- 
quiries after theſe things) like No- 
als Dove, and find no reſt; We 
have this ſafe Ark of the REY 

nes 
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neſs and Satisfaftion of Chriſt diſto- 
vered and opened tous, where there 
is Reſt for the ſole of the foot of our 
fouls. Whea their ſoul drew: near to 
the grave, and their life to the De- 
ſtrayer , they had none to tell them 
_ ſuch a Righteouſneſs, fuch'a Ran- 

Ee, , o* 71:43 i 
The Heathens had indeed 'fome 
obſcure wavering. knowledg of this 
fundamental Article of Rehgion,the 
Remiſſion of fins; partly by Fradi- 
tion, Which in: ancient times was 
more convincing ia after and cor- 
rupter days,more obſcure and doubt= 
ful : partly by the Law -of Nature 
in the Baok of Pravideace 'feeing 
the goodneſs and benigaity of 'God 
to them, acceyichRteniegeticic reat 
provocations,; they might and did 
thence waveringly gather;, | Thae 
God was merciful], and would be 
found in mercy of them ' that did 
turn and ſeek him diligently. He 
left not himſelf without witneſs , wn 
that he did them good, and gave 
+ them rain from Heaven, and fruit- 
ful ſeaſons, filing their hearts with 


food 


- 
- 
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food and gladneſs;, and this was, that At5 14+ 
they ſhould: ſeek the Lord, if haplyg. 11, ,;. 
they might feel after him, and find 
him, But this knowledg was fo 
weakned by the contrary arguments 
that militate againſt it, That that 
very deep apprehenſion of God's 
Holineſs and Juſtice, and thoſe very 
conſternations of mind for fins, 
which were likely to' conduce, in 
working this repentance and refor- 
mation, would be very apt much to 
weaken, if not'almoſt to blot out 
this notion, That there was hope 
for them, and forgiveneſs with him 
that he might be ſerved and feared : 

That it 1s do wonder if it was in- 

effeQual to work this change, and 

theſe diligent enquiries after God, 

and that Salvation which they were 

not fully ſure was attainable; though 

yet it was their hainous fin, and high 

Irrationality and madneſs , not thus 

to ſeek him (though to the undo- 

ing of themſelves in this life ) up- 

on theſe probabilities and half-pro- 

miſes [ if haply ] and | it may be if 

we turn we ſhall live ] and this on 
| e 
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be their greateſt condemnation. Te 
is no wonder if never any did, fin- 
cerely and thoroughly, turn from 
fin to God amongſt them(tince Tra- 
dition was quite worn out, or ren- 
dred ſuſpicious and unconvincing) 
without ſome ſupernatural Revela- 
tion, as by the Prophets and their 
Writings. I ſay, ſince Tradition loſt 
or corrupted * for, in Abraham'stime, 
Abraham thought it probable there 
might be fifty righteous perſons in 
Sodom, though it proved indeed os» 
therwiſez; and he was better ac- 
quainted with the ſtate of thoſe times 
than we are at this diſtance. And 
to come to the Jews before Chriſt's. 
time, that had. the Oracles of God, 
and to whom the Lord ſent Meſlen- 
gers, riſing up betime, and ſending 
them, becauſe he had compaſhon on 
them. ſaying, Turn and live. And,1 
the wicked turn from bis wickedneſs, 
and keep all my Commandments , be 
ſhall live. Yet it is next to an im- 
poſlibility , but that thoſe amongſt 
them that knew little or nothing of 


this great price or SatisfaRion, that 
| ſcarce 


_ Cheilts Satisfaction, 
ſcarce underſtood any thing of their 
Prophelies, Types, and Sactfices; but 
that thoſe ſhould have muddied and 
fluQuatiog yore ang this par- 
don of fin, when deeply convinced 
of God's Holineſs and hatred of fin, 
and of the hainouſneſs of their ſins, 
how it coulo ſtand with his Juſtice 
and Honour ro give eternal life to 
ſuch unworthy wrerches, upon their 
repentance and, poor broken obedi- 
ence. Good hearts, ſenlible of God's 
Holineſs, and the hainouſneſs of fin, 
would be apt to ſay , .Though he will 
parvon fin , yet It may be not fuch 

reat fins as ours. What unanſwera- 

le Arguments taken from God's 
Juſtice and Holineſs, might they 
ſeem to have againſtit! No wonder 
it they , that knew ſo little of this 
great Tranſaction, though fincere 
ones, were all their lives ſubje& to 
bondage. through fear of death. No 
wonder if they were as Servants, 
and our condirion the ſtate of Sons 
in compariſon of theirs; though the 
almoſt viſibly convincing knowledg 
they had of God, and his Hm 

| ne 
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neſs and mercy, did prevail with 
them to perform .the Goſpel-condi- 
tion, to be true I1/ſraelites. lincere fer- 
vants of God. Bleſſed be God that 
hath revealed thoſe things to us, that 
were hid comparatively from many 
wiſe, prudent, yea, and holy men! 
What helps have we, which they 
wanted, to turn to God! What 
helps co the love of God, and to all 
cheerful obedience! He fo wonder- 
fully loving us firſt, even while un- 
godly; as we may clearly and with 
open face, comparatively to them, 
now ſee, Ror.$.3. God commendeth 
his love to ws, in that while we were 
fſneers, and enemies, and ungodly. 
Chriſt died for as. Andif fo, much 
more now when we are converted, 
and fo juſtified by his blood, we may 
eaſily believe, We ſhall be ſaved from 
wrath through him; for, then we 
have a Right by Promiſe , ver. 10. 
For, if when we were enemies, li- 
ving in oppoſition to Heavens and 
fo be, as Rector, an Enemy to us: 
if then he found a ranfome , and we 
were thenreeonciled to God = = 

| eat 
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death of his Son; qzvad meritam, o 
far as concerns -the' price, and the 
conditional pardon made out there- 
upon 3 much more being aQually re- 
conciled ,: as. we are upon the per» 
forming the Goſpel-condition, we 
ſhall be. ſaved by his living to inter- 
cede. for us, and to ſee we have the 
fruit of his Death, and our Faith, the 
falvationof our fouls, v.11, And 
not:only fo, but when thus convert» 
ed, we joy in God, as having now re» 
ceived. the atonement. There was ant 
atonement in his death before ; but 
now. we have intereſt in it, having 
performed. the. Goſpel-condition, we 
areaQually, and not only, qzoad we+ 
ritum, juſtified by it. What madneſs 
ts. iQ,our hearts, if we refuſe to hear 


Him.that hath thus convincingly 


ſpoken to us from Heaven? 0 fools 
iſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
thet you ſhould not obey the truth, be- 
fore whoſe eyes | Jeſus Chriſt was evi- 
dently held out crucified amongf you? 
He. means, by the: Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel : for, Chtiſt:was crucified at 
Jeruſalem , and not at.Galatia. And 
70G g39 the 
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the ſame may by the ſame reaſon be 
urged on us. O' fooliſh, yea more 
than fooliſh, even bewitched : Crea- 
tures we, to :do:ſuch an unreafona- 
ble thing, as to refuſe to obey. the 
Goſpel; even we, before whoſe eyes 
Chriſt is evidently held forth cruci- 
fied. If we perith, we may every 
one of us ſay with him in' Terence, 
Et prudens, & ſcrens, vious videnſq; 
pereo , I periſh knowingly, and with 
my eyes open. We may ſay with 
the Apoſtle, God in times \paſt ſuf- 
Fered ( yet not altogether , but com- 
paratively, as the following \words 
ſhew) al Nations to walk in their 
own ways, As 14. 16. yea; and the 
Fewtiſh Nation in compariſon of us. 
And Gud ( Ads 17. 30. ) negleGed 
thoſe times of ignorance (as the words 
ſbould. be tranſlated ), but row com- 
#:ands , even with almoſt compel- 
ling-evidence and: power,. al/ men 
every where, whereChriſtianity comes, 
fo. reſend; © onE ht 5, 

3. This informs us, That fallen 
man could never:have fulfilled 'the 
Law, or fatisfied Juſtice for the 

breach 
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breach of it ; elſe Chriſt needed not 
to have died for this end, That Cod 
might be juſt: for, God might then 
have been juſt , and the jultifier of 
faln man, after their good deeds, 
and ſufferings, or fatisfaCftions, with- 
out Chriſt's death : whereas the A- 
poltle tells, AU are concluded under 

ſz; and, that therefore all that were 
or are juſtified, were, are, and ſhall 
be juſtified only this way, by the 
pardon of fin through this Propitia- 
tion, upon their. Faith, Repentance, 
and new Obedience. To account 
our Reformations, Humiliations, 

Faith, Obedience, in the place of a 
Satisfaction, Expiation, for our evil 
deeds, is to pervert the deſign of the 


whole Goſpel. Chriſt is become of g,, 6 


one effe# to you , whoſoever of you 
ſeek to be juſtified by the Law. 

How contradictory to this whole 
Doctrine is the avowed Popith Te- 
nent of Merits! Though ſome of 
their deluded ones among(\t us are 
kept ſo ignorant of their own Re- 
hgion, as to tell us, Their Church 
holdeth no ſuch thing, as the me- 
riting 
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riting eternal life by their works. 
I know they are all to pieces about 
this, as well as about other things 
they hold it Hereſite to deny. But 
did theſe never hear or read them 
diſcourfing of their works of Su- 
per-crogationz that they can , not 
only merit, but fo over-merit, as to 
ſupererogate,and have much to ſpare 
for thoſe that need Merits? Many 
of them, as Bel/armine confeſleth, 
ſpeak at a higher rate for Merit 
than he himſelf 3 and yet-this mo- 
derate man is too high of- all con- 


Bellay. de ſcience. Jam vero opera bona juſto- 
Juſtif. lib. 2 meritoria eſſe vite eterne ex con- 
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digno, non ſolum ratione padi & ac- 
ceptationis , ſed etiam ratione operis; 
probatur his Argumentis, &c. He 
maintains here, The good works of 
pious men are meritorious of eternal 


lite, ex condigno, and that not only 


upon the account of God's Cove- 
nant and Acceptation ( which is a 
contradiction 1n the very words); but 
upon the account of the very works 
themſclves. And he tells us, Cap. 12, 
One drop of Chriſt's blood was of 

merit 
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merit enough to have ſaved the 
whole World, for the infinite Dig- 
nity of the Perſon; and cites the 
Decretal Epiſtle of Clement the ſixth, 
to prove it; and then adds: At no: 
diſſimilis debet eſſe ratio meriti in Ca- 
pite &* membris : Tgitur ſicut Chriſt; 
meritum, ita merita juſtorum aliorun 
vice accipiunt « dignitate perſong < 
that 1s, -There 1s the fame account 
of Merit in the Head and in the 
Members; therefore as the Merits of 
Chriſt received their force or virtue 
from the Dignity of his Perſon, ſo 
do the Merits of other juſt and holy 
men from the Dignity of their Per- 
ſons. Yet he allows the . Merit of 
good works to be aſcribed not only 
to the Dignity of the Perſons of 
good men, and worthineſs of the 
works themſelves, but alſo to God's 
promiſe and acceptation; though it 
be a contradiCtion : for if of meri- 
torious works, then not of grace; 
and if of grace, then not of meri- 
torious works; elſe grace 1s not grace, 
and merit is not merit, Row. T1. 6. 
But Yaſquez, the renowned Jeſuit, 

Q 2 _ aftirmeth 
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aftirmeth and endeavoureth to prove 

Gabr, va, theſe three things: 1. Opera ex ſe-ip- 

Com. inſſs abſq; &c. That the good works 

qu. 114, Of juſt men are of themſelves, with- 

diſp. 214. Out any Covenant and Acceptation, 

Cap-5-7>8 worthy of eternal life. 2. Nul/um 
dignitatis accrementum , &c, That 
no acccſlion of dignity doth come 
to the works of the juſt, by the Me- 
rits or Perſon of Chriſt. 3. Operibus - 
juſtorum acceſſiſſe quidem promiſſu- 
nem, &c. That God's promiſe is an- 
nexed indeed to the works: of juſt 
men; yet it belongeth no way to the 
reaſon of the merit. If you be Chri- 
ſtians, you abhor ſuch talk; and I 
will offend your ears no longer 
with it. 

How far 1sthe performance of the 
Golpel-condition from meriting the 
things promiſed , when Chriſt dyed 
for this end , That God might juſtifie 
and fave them that perform it? There 

' # no other Name given under Heaven 
whereby we can be ſaved. Neither 
Saints nor Angels could by any 

. means redeem us, or give to God 


a ranſome for us: for then , Chriſt 
dyed 


___ Chalſfs Satisfaction, 

dyed ſtill in vain; for it is in vain 
for that to be done with greater coſt 
which may be done with leſs. Could 
we once ſee all our righteouſneſs to 
be as filthy rags; could we cry out 
in ſenſe of our unworthineſs, heres 
with ſhould we come before him? Then 
we might with great delight hear 
Chriſt ſayiug, Come wnto me, take 
up my yoke, and you ſhall find reſt 

for your ſouls. 
4. Fhey much wrong God and 
Chriſt, that think, Chrilt dyed to 
procure liberty to fin, or to free 
men from duty, from obedience to 
the Law. He dyed to free men from 
the curſe of the Law. but not from 
obedience to it 3 but from the curſe, 
on condition of their fincere obedi- 
ence. Chriſt hath indeed procured 
pardon for our fins and 1mperfect 
obedience; but enjoins us, under the 
greateſt forfeiture , a ſincere endea- 
vour of univerſal obedience. Some 
have ſaid , Do but believe you ſhall 
be ſaved , and you ſhall be ſaved; do 
but keep up a good conceit of your 
ſafety, a ſtrong faith (as they call it) 
Q 3 and 
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you are ſife. Others, Do but rely, 
and you are juſtified , and ſhall be 
ſaved. This reliance on Chriſt for 
juſtification and ſalvation, is a great 
duty, but a ſecondary one. None 
ſhould truſt in God, or ſtay himſelf 
on him for ſalvation, but ſuch as 
firſt have the main of the Goſpel- 
conditionz ſuch as fear the Lord, 
and obey the voice of his Prophets, 
T{a. 50. 10. It would be a Miniſter's 
lin to bid people rely on Chriſt for 
ſalvation, that are going on reſol- 
vedly in their fins ; for ſuch ſhould 
be ſo far from relying on him to ſave 
them, that they ought to believe He 
will not fave ſuchas they; and it is 
to diſhonour Chriſt to think he will. 
But they are to bid them conſent to 
the Goſpel-terms, perform the Go- 
{pcl-condition, and ſo rely. Reli- 
ance is a very inconvenient word to 
expreſs the condition of juſtificati- 
on by , becauſe it is ſeparable from 
juſtification: for a man may rely,and 
yet periſh, 2/ich. 3.11. And one may 
be 1n a” juſtified eſtate, having the 
true Goſpel-condition of heart-con- 
| ſent, 


GEES 
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him, through ſome miſapprehenſions; 
And ſurely,they do not rely and truſt 


.on him to fave them while they judg 


he will not, though they know none 
elſe can ſave them. But hearty-con- 
ſent to the Goſpel-terms, 1s inſepa- 
rable from juſtification : for, a man 
cannot be or continue in a juſtified 
eſtate, without hearty willingneſs to 
obey the Goſpel. Miniſters are to 
bid the greateſt reſolved ſinners be- 
lieve, while they take belief in the 
Scripture-Goſpel-ſenſe, for conſent 
to the Goſpel-terms,. for accepting 
Chriſt for their Lord and Saviour, 
for believing the Goſpel, and car- 
rying ſuitably to fuch a belief ; but 
not in that ſenſe that many uſe the 
words Faith and Believing. Chrift, 
you ſee, dyed not that thoſe might 
be juſtified that refuſe finally to give 
ſincere obedience to the Law, and 
ſo obedience to the Goſpel but 
that he might be a juſtifier of him 
that is of the Faith of Chriſt , of 
the Chriſtian Faith, a Chriſtian in- 


deed. 
Q 4 5. We 
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ſent, and yet think God will not fave 
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. 5, We may learn hence, the in- 
finitely miſchievous nature of fin. 
What wickedneſs and malignity 1s 
there in it, when nothing but the 
blood of Chriſt could explate it? 
And, ch the deep ſtain that ſin ma- 
keth, that nothing but ſuch prect- 
ous blood could waſh out! A de- 
{perate Diſeaſe ſure, that- required 
ſuch a deſperate remedy ! The evil 
of ſin ſhould be more ſeen by us in 
Chriſt's dying for it, than in mill1- 
ons being damned for it. If wecould 
look into Hell, and ſee the torments 
there, they could not fo fully ſhew 
us God's hatred of (in, as Chriſt cru- 


; cifted doth. 


Sin ſtriketh at the Being of God, 
{triveth with all its might that God 
might not be,it is enmity againſtGod. 
In every act of deliberate fin we make 
a ſcoff at Gad's Holineſs, contemn 
his Juſtice; we flight his Counſel as 
fooliſhneſs ; think we know better 
thanhe, what is good for our ſelves; 
or we think God a deceiver, one 
that envies our good , and counſel- 
ieth us for our hurt; we ſtrike at 

| | his 
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his Rule and Dominion. No won- © 


der if God be anenemy to ſin, and 
ſet himſelf againſt it topurpoſe. No 
wonder, if God with great difficul- 
ty, and much ado, hath returned in- 
to favour with finners, What fools 
are they that make a mock of fin, a 
| ſport at ſin, at a high affront of the 
High and Holy Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth! Will you laugh at that 
which was ſuch a weight on the ſhoul- 
ders of the Mighty God, and Prince 
of Peace, and mult be a bitter weight 
to thee in Repentance, ere thou get 
eaſement? Oh the blindneſs and pro- 
phaneneſs of the fecure World! 
What a leight matter do they make 
of ſin! Make but little matter of 
outward groſs fins; and look upon 
inward ſins, as Pride, Malice, Cove- 
touſneſs, as no fins. How: ealily they 
think God might pardon, and won- 
der God ſhould make ſo much ado, 
think his thoughts ſhould be like 
theirs, and he ſhould hate it no 
more than they. How far are their 
thoughts from his thoughts ! 


Oh 
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Oh you that have ſlight thoughts 
of ſin, as of a tame mild thing that 
hath no ſting , no great hurt in it; 
Let mot my ſoul come into your ſe- 
crets, You do 1n your hearts blaſ- 
pheme this great and {tupendions 
tranſation of Heaven,and that wor- 
thy name of Chriſt wherewith you 
are called: You deſpiſe God in 
your hearts, and ſay as David to 
Saul, After whom doth the King of 
Iſrael purſue ? after a dead dog? after 
a fleas As if he ſhould ſay, Me- 
thinks the great King of 7/rae! ſhould 
never be ſo vain, as to trouble him- 
ſelf about ſuch an inconſiderabletel- 
low as I am. A dead dog cannot 
bite; a flea can bite, but a flea-bi- 
ting is a ſmall matter : you that think 
fin but like a flea, and its hurt like 
a flea-biting, you do charge the 
God of Iſrael in your hearts fool- 
iſhly, as if he made all this ado in 
Chriſt's death about nothing, you 
in effect maintain, as if God did 
7448710 Conatu tragnas HUGAS agere, as 


' if theſe things were but Childrens 


play 3 as if Chriſt dyed as a fool dy- 
| eth, 
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eth, to no purpoſe: for, if fin be 
ſuch a {light matter, then Chriſt di- 
ed in vain, How far are your 
thoughts from God's thoughts! You 
ſhall ſee it an evil and bitter thing, 
and of dreadful deſert; and admire 
at, inſtead of contemning this. Ju- 
ſtice of God manifeſted in this wiſe 
plot of the Trinity, for man's ſa]- 
vation, before ever you come to 
have this great benefit of it. 

6. This ſpeaks dreadfully to all 
unbelieving , 1impenitent, Chriſt-re- 
fuſing ſinners: What will become 
of them that ſlight their Redeemer, 
that ſhall have no part in his blood, 
becauſe they tread 1t under foot? 
It Chriſt died for this end, becauſe 
elſe God could not with ſafety to 
his Juſtice pardon believing , re- 
penting, returning ſinners; what 


will become of them that believe 


not, repent not , return not? The 
death of Chriſt is to incorrigible 
ſinners the dreadfulleſt ſtory they 
can read; it ſetteth convincingly 
forth before their eyes, and thun- 
dereth out to their ears, the on 
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rable Juſtice of God, and what a 
fearful thing it is to fall into the of- 
fended hands of the living God. It 
may make a man ſweat, may put a 
man into an agony, to tell of thoſe 
things that are by the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, proclaimed aloud to the 
World, to befall wilful contemn- 
ers of this offer of Chriſt and 
Grace. If theſe things were done to 
the green tree,what ſhall be done to the 
dry? If he whoſe judgment was not 
to have drunk this Cup, hath drunk 
ſo deeply of it, Art #hou be that 
ſhalt go unpuniſhed? Jer. 49. 12, 
How ſhall they eſcape that megle& jo 
great ſaluation! You that ſay, you 
cannot believe God will be ſo 1e- 
vere to impenitent ſinners, as the 
Scripture and your Miniſters tell 
you : See here dreadful Juſtice,and 
believe 3 ſee here how ſeverely God 
dealt with his only beloved Son, 
when he had undertaken to fatisfie 
for our ſins, to be as 1t were our 
Subſtitute. If any ſhould now el- 


. Cape, ſurely he ſhould 3 he was- but 


as a Surety, How little encourage- 
ment 


Chuiſis Satisfaction. 


ment haſt thou to think he will di- 
ſpence again with his threat, that 
haſt ſeen how hardly he hath di- 
ſpenſed with it before? God hath 
' once indeed accepted of a great Sa- 
crifice for fin; but if men now once 
finally refuſe him that thus ſpeak- 
eth from Heaven, There remains no 
more ſacrifice for ſin. If any man 
when he hears the words of this curſe 
( that fell on Chriſt, being made a 
Curſe for #s ) ſhall bleſs himſelf in 
his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, 
though I walk in the way of my own 
heart, and not after the appoint- 
ment of my Lord-Redeemer; ſurely 
the wrath of God ſhall ſmoak againſt 
that man, and God ſhall blot out his 
name from under heaven, and he ſhall 
bear his iniquity himſelf for ever and 
ever. What remaineth torſuch, bur 
a fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation that ſhall devour 
ſuch adverſaries, ſuch enemies that 
would not have this man ( the Lord 

Jeſus) to rale over them. 
7. This ſpeaks comfort to true 
Believers, to repenting , returning 
{1nners; 
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ſinnersz notwithſtanding their great 
ſins they have been guilty of before 
converſton,and fince converſion. God 
hath, you ſee, ſet forth Chriſt a Pro- 
pitiation. You need not fear, that 
you ſhould feel what he felt , ſuch 
expiatory Hell-ſorrows, or eternal 
and deſtructive puniſhments. Yours 
ſhall be common to men , common 
to Chriſtians; leight affliftions, and 
for a moment , and fancCtified and 
well rewarded. When your hearts 
ake, and conſctences accule, and the 
Law, and Juſtice, and Holinefs of 
God, ſeem to urge for Satisfa&tion, 
look here at Chriſt made a Propi- 
tiation. Do not ſay, It Is we that 
have finned, and we muft ſuffer; the 
fins were committed by us, and muft 
lye on us for ever. What did God 
Jay the puniſhment of our fins on 
Chriſt for ? It would have been thus 
if Chriſt had not dyed; if it muft 
yet be thus, Chrift dyed in vain. #ho 
ſhall lay anything to the charge of God's 
ele? It is God that juſtifieth , who is 
he that condemneth? it 3s Chriſt that 
dzed, yea rather is riſen again, who is 

at 
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at the right hand of God, who alſo 111+ 
kheth interceſſion for as : who will 
make it his buſineſs to ſee you have 
the fruit of his death. God is wel- 
pleaſed with you, through him that lo- 
ved us, and gave himſelf an offering 
and ſatisfaFion to God for a ſmeet- 
ſmelling ſavonr. 

Thou art often, it may be, ſaying 
within thy felf, I want Righteoul- 
neſs; The rigbteous Lord loveth righ- 
teouſneſs; Heaven is a place only of 
righteous ones: How can ſach an 
unworthy Creature ſtand before him 
without righteouſneſs? If I had not 
ſinned, or not ſo hainouſly finned, 
how well it would have been with 
me? O happy Angels and Saints in 
glory, they have righteouſneſs ! 
Why, notwithſtanding our unrighte- 
_ ouſneſs, yet intheLordChriſt we have 
righteouſneſs, whereby we are made 
acceptable in the Beloved. So that now 
Juſtice it {=If 1s become your friend, 
Now becauſe God 1s juſt, the peni- 
tent true Believer is and muſt be ju- 
ſtitted. Now God 3s faithful and juſt, 
to forgive you your ſins; it would 

not 


"1 


The G:eat P2opitiation : or, 
not be juſtice and faithfulnefs to do 
otherwiſe, when he hath made this 


Righteouſneſs over to the World by 


this Law of Grace, this ſecond Co- 
venantz and you have the conditi- 
on of the Covenant. 

You that are ſenſible of the great 
wrong you have done the Lord, here 
you may comfortably ſee it made up 
and ſatisfied for. Lord , thou art 
well paid; thou haſt greater Satiſ- 
faftion in faving than in damning 
me: in damning me, thou haſt only 
my blood for Satisfaftion; but in 
ſaving me, the blood of Chriſt, God 
hath been diſhonoured by you ; but 
look here, and fee Chriſt giving him 
as much honour as you deprived 
him of. | 

The price 1s paid, yea, and accep- 
ted by God; and he hath declared 
his Satisfaftion therewith, and made 
. a Law of Grace upon it, and cannot 
go back; and now faith , Fury is not 
zn 1e. This ſhould be health to our 
| bones, and wine to our hearts. And 

that which hath ſatisfied God for 


the fins of Thouſands now in Hea- 
ven, 


by F, 


| 
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ven, may well ſerve to fatishe the 
Conſcience of any yielding, fubmit- 
ting, turning (inner upon earth. Here 
is a Pillow to lay heads and hearts 
on; here is ſtability and certainty; 
here is ſomething for the ſole of the 
foot of our ſouls to reſt on. You 
may come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, having ſuch a High-Prieſt. 
You may lit under Chriſt's ſhadow 
with great delight, ſhaded from the 
heat ot God's diſpleaſure. He was 
ſcorched with God's wrath, that we 
might be cooled, ſhaded, comforted, 
by that ſhadow that he hath made 
for wearied ſouls, by being hanged 
on a Tree. All other ſhadows are 
ſhadows fleeing away, Worldly 
comforts and ſhadows are like Burn- 
ing-glaſſes, the more they ſhadow 
us, the more they {corch-us, for the 
| moſt part. There is a Worm in all 
other Gourds; they dye, but our 
*Redeemer liveth; and becauſe T live, 
you ſhall live alſo. 
8, This ſpeaketh, comfort may 
I call it ? that ſeems too high a word; 
and therefore I will rather ſay, Tr 
R ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks encouragement to finners 
thinking upon a return, and to fin- 
ners to return. Here is a great en- 
couragement to come, Return and 
live, There 1s no greater hinderance 
to motion, than want of hope; [| no 
man hath hired us J; we haveno wa- 
ges offered us. Judah was called up- 
on to return ; but ſhe anſwered, No, 
for there is no hope; for IT have loved 
ſtrangers, and after them IT will go, 
Jer. 2.25, It Is as good, we uſe to 
{ay, ro fit idle, as work idle. How 
little encouragement would there 
have been for Prayers, Tears, Re- 
pentance, Reformation, if Chriſt 
had nnt dyed ? Eſax ( we read, Heb. 
12.17._) found #0 place of repent- 
ance, though he ſought it carefully 


with - tears, The meaning is (as 


you may plainly ſee by peruſing 
the places) though he ſought it 
with tears, that his Father 7/aac 
would repent and change his mind, 
and call back the blefſling trom Ja- 
cob, and give it to him; yet he found 
no place for his Father's repentance, 
for change of his Father's mind, 
though 
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though he wept, and ſaid, Bleſs me, 


O my Father. So, if Chriſt had not 
dyed, you would have found no 
place for God's repentance, for al- 
tering his ſentence, Cxrſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things 
written, &c, Though you had ſought 
it carefully with tears, He would 
have faid, What Thave written, T have 
written. It would have been uncom- 
fortable praying, when we muſt in 
effe&t ſay , Lord diſhonour thy ſelf 
for our ſakes : Uncomfortable ask- 
10g , to ask for that which God in 
Juſtice and Honour cannot grant 3 


when God may anſwer, Ever ak 


the Kingdom alſo : Ask as well that I 
be not God, as that I be not juſt. 
But now though God may have glo- 
ry in my deſtruQion ( the glory of 
his Juſtice); yet he may have greater 
glory in my falvation, eventhe glo- 
ry of this ſtupendious Juſtice and 
Mercy? Now there may be glory 
to God on high, and yet peace on 
earth, and good-will towards ſinful 
man, 
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Here is yet hope for the greateſt 
ſinners : It is now no blemiſh to 
Gog's Honour to ſave the greateſt 
Offenders. He defigned great things 
n giving Chriſt; there 1s plenteows 
redemption. He is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt them that come to God by 
him. 1he blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
| from all ſin. No ſpot or ſtain is of 
ſo deep a dye, that the blood of 
Chriſt cannot waſh it out : No Dil- 
eaſe ſo deſperate, that he cannot 
cure it: No Debt fo great as to be 
unſati-fied for. Aggravate thy fin 
to the higheſt , and ſpare not; this 
Red Sea of Chriſt's blood is large 
enough, deep enough to drown the 
tall Feyptzan Hoſt of thy fins, 

It one man by his fin was able to 
deſtroy a World, ſurely God by his 
Sufferings is able to fave the World, 
would the whole World run after 
him, as the Jews once envioully 
ſpake. So long as thou art one of 
the World, and thy particular fins 
are not ſo great as the fins of the 
whole World, thou haſt encourage- 
ment to come 3 They that come to m_ 

e 
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- Chrilts Satisfaction, 
he will in no wiſe caſt off, as 1f a- 
bove his power to cure and heal. 
Come unto me all you that labour. and 
are heavy laden; take up my yoke,and 
T will eaſe you. He laitii not, I will 
doit if I can; it is a provacation 
to make (ſuch a ſuppolicion = to de- 
ſpair here, 1s to make Chriſt as no 
Chriſt. /boſoever will, It him come. 
None ſh.ll ever be able to lift up 
their heads ſo high againſt God 
he:ea't-r. as to ſay, Lord I would, 
and thou wouldſt not ; I would have 
had thee on thy own terms at laſt, 
though I long rejected thee, and 
thou wouldlt not help me , or re- 
celive and accept me upon this my 
hearty willingneſs, No. God will be 
able to ſay of thoſe that periſh, I 
would, and you would not. Nothing 
but final wilful refifal ot . Chriſt and 
his Government, ſhall undo you. It 
was a convincing fign of recovery 
from ſickneſs, to Hezekiah, that the 
Sun went back, Are we (ick, fin- 
ſick, even to death ? Let this be a 
convincing lign of -hope to us, Our 
Sun, the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath 
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gone back many degrees. Let this 
perſwade thee, he will not deceive 
thee; if he would, he could have 
done it atan eaſier rate than the blood 
of his Son. God 1s willing ; waſt 
thou but willing, all is done. It is 
certain there cannot be any other 
hinderance. How willing was God 
to ſave thee , that ſent Chriſt todye 
for thee? and ſure Chriſt valued thy 
Soul much, or he would not have 
eiven ſuch a Price. 


Chufts Satisfaction, 


a. 


EXHOARTATION. 


r. CTudy this Truth, this Myſte- 
ry of Chriſt's death more. 
The Angels themſelves delire to look 


into itz they are Students 1n this . 


piece of Divinity , though it little 
concern them in compariſon of us. 
Socrates (aid of Philolophy, Thatit 
was nothing elſe but a meditating 
on death, We may with more ſhew 
ſay of Chriſtianity , Chriltian Divi- 
nity; It is nothing elſe but »2editatio 
mortis Chriſti, the Meditation on 
Chriſt's death. How unworthy are 
they of the name of Chriſtians,that 
negle& this ſtudy? that had rather 
hear or read any Moral Diſcourſe 
of commendable Heathens, than the 
Goſpel of Chriſt? When Auſtin 
could take little delight in Tylly's 
Works (though worthy ones in their 
kind ) becauſe the Name [ Feſas J 
was not found there : Yet ſome look 
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on Chriſtianity, and the ſtudy of 
Chriſt, as below them. 

How unworthy of that worthy 
Name, wherewith yet they would be 
called, are that ſort of people riſen 
up in our days, that call our Chriſt 
a carnal Chriſt ? that call this Chriſt 
without us, that dyed at Jernſalem, 
roſe again, and fits in Heaven, A 
carnal Chriſt? They are all for a 
Chriſt within us, a Spiritual Chriſt 
(asthey ſpeak ), and that. in oppo- 
f1tion to a Chriſt without us. W hat 
do they mean by a Chriſt within us? 
a work of Grace on the heart? Let 
us grant they take it in ſuch a ſober 
ſenſe: This 1s indeed the condition 
of our interel(t in Chriſt without us; 
but this 1s not the Atonement , the 
Propitiation that the Angels deſire 
to look into: For, this Holineſs 
they have in a more glorious man- 
ner, than our Chriſt withinus, our 
1mpertect holineſs, can preſent to 
their view. This was not that Chriſt 
crucified that the Apoſtle did ſo prize 
the knowledg of, And this work of 
(Grace couid never have been within 

us, 
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us, had it not been for a Chriſt 
without us; and had it been within 
us, yet it would never have been a- 
vailable to Salvation or Juſtificati- 
on, but for the Chriſt without us. 
T here is no blood, no ſatisfaction in 
this Chriſt within us; nothing but 
what would have been eſteemed by 
God, and 1s, in reality ,, as menſtru- 
ous rags, in reſpect of attaining Ju- 
ſt;fication without this work of 
Chritt without us upon the Crofs. 
And yet theſe would make, Grace 
ſhould I fay? I rather ſay, Morality 
and Civilityz yea, to ſpeak truly of 
ſome of them, Incivility and Diſcour- 
telie, their righteouſneſs 3 though it 
be a Goſpel-command to be courte- 
ous. Theſe delight fo little in our 
Chriſt without us, that it 1s with 
much difhculty that they will con- 
feſs Chriſt come and crucified inthe 
fleſh, if indeed they will confels it : 
for-ſome fhrink at ſuch a queſtion, 
and would fain put it off, And1I 
dare ſay , That any of youthart ever 
heard them talk, can bear witneſs, 
that they ſpeak not as men delight- 
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ing in, or making any account of this 
Propitiation, Ranſom, ec. 

Curſed are they that love not our 
Lord Jeſus. Theſe honour not God. 
The honour that cometh to God by 
works of Creation and Providence, 
1s counted as no honour in compa- 
riſon of the honour that comes to 
him by this Redemption ; therefore 
it is ſaid , He that honoureth not the 
Son, honoureth not the Father. God 
accounteth all honour as no honour 
in comparifon of this; Hence we 
read Epheſ. 3. mult. Unto him be glory 
in the Church , by Jeſus Chriſt. Phil. 
T.I1. Being filled with the fruits of 
righteonſueſs, which are by Jeſws Chriſt 
unto the glory aud praiſe of God. And, 
Spiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God by 
Jeſas Chriſt, And in Heaven the 
loudeſt and higheſt praiſes will be 
upon this account, Worthy 3s the 
Lamb to receive honour , &c. Theſe 
ſeeking to eſtabliſh their own righte- 
ouſneſs, make void the righteouſneſs of 
God, through their ignorance of the 


righteouſneſs of God. Wonderful ! 


that ever the Devil ſhould fo be- 
| witch 


a 


Chaiſſs Satisfaction. 
witch people ! that ever the Gad of 
this world ſhould ſo far blind men's 
eyes ! that ever he ſhould fo prevail 
with this device to work Chriſtia- 
nity out of men's hearts, ſo as to 
make them renounce the Chriſtian 
Religion, under pretence of high 
Chriſtianity! to look on Chriſt as 
a carnal Chriſt , or the blood of 
Chriſt as a common or unholy thingz 
on our Redeemer ( whom all Chri- 
ſtzans venerate and adore) as a low 
nothing 5 and to call his faithful Mi- 
niſters Lyers and Deceivers. 

But ſtudy you theſe things, that 
you may admire Chriſt ; for he 1s, 
and 1s to be admired in, and of all 
his people. Here is not ſuch obſcu- 
rity, as to diſcourage your endea- 
vonrsz nor ſuch facility as to oc- 
caſion your contempt. You may ea- 
fily ſee enough to admire all your 
days, and yet ſtill you areto learn. 
It may be ſaid to them of the higheſt 
form, Go and learn what it means, 
what Chriſt crucified means. Here 1s 
a riddle of Mercy, a riddle of Wil- 
dom, a riddle of Juſtice. Chriſt 1s 

| called 
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called | Wonderful ]; He is ſo in his 
Natures, Offices, Death. Let theſe 
things be much in your mind. It is 
like his complaint , Diem perdidi, 1 
have loſt a day; to have cauſe to 


_ fay, I have lived another day, and 


have not had a ſerious thought of 
Chriſt and his Death. Do this ix re- 
mmembrance of me. Look upon him 
whom we have pierced. Study the 
reaſons and ends of his ſorrows and 
ſufferings. He dyed not as a fool 
dieth; it was for ſome great End, 
and this end mult not be fruſtrated. 
Wo to us if it be as to us! This 
knowledg would be better to us than 
our daily bread; this ſtudy is more 
neceſſary than our appointed food, 
Is there but one Medicine in the 
World to heal us, and will you 
not learn it, ſtudy it, and the uſe 
and virtue of it, and how to apply 
it by Meditation . that it may bave 
its diverlity of effects upon us ? St. 
Paul delired to know nothing but 
Chriſt and him crucified. And Pe- 
ter*'s laſt words of Exhortation in 
nis laſt Epiſtle are, Grow z# grace, 

and 
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and in the knowledg of our Lord Je- 
ſas. And aRing our faith and know- 
ledg of theſe things , by Meditation, 
would be hugely influential to work 
and encreaſe Grace, Come to other 
knowledg, and he that encreaſeth 
knowledg, encreaſeth grief and for- 
row: but he that encreaſeth in this 
knowledg, and is ſuitably affeQed 
with it, lJayeth a foundation for 
perfect peace , quietneſs , and aflu- 
rance for ever. 

Let Miniſters ſtudy this more, and 
ſo preach this more. 7 deſire to know 
nothing among you (that is, to know 
ſo as to preach nothing among you) 
ſave Chriſt and him crucified. Preach 
not your ſelves, but Chritt. Uſe wnch 


plainneſs of ſpeech. Preach not like - 


Moſes, with a vail on your face, Let 
not people live and dye in igno- 
rance of .Chriſt, it you can help it; 
Diſcover all to ſinners. Let them 
ſee the Lord their Righteouſneſs. 

Now in ſtudying and contempla- 
ting theſe things: Admire! 


1, Admire the Juſtice of God. 
Never 
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Never was ſuch Juſtice heard of 
jince the world began; Juſtice ina 
Myſtery 3 He ſpared not his Son, 
- that he might ſpare Sinners. He 
hardned his heart againſt the cry of 
his Son, that he might opeu his heart 
to the cry of Sinners. Behold how 
he not only loved us, but hated fin! 
The dreadful -inſtances of man caſt 
out of Paradiſe, the drowning of 
the World , the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, the reſervation of the faln 
Angels in horror and darkneſs, are 
teartul Monuments of God's hatred 
of fin. 

But here Juſtice and Holineſs 
ſhine as the Sun in the Firmament. 
When his beloved Son ſtood in the 
place and ſtead of Sinners, he muſt 
dye ſuch a ſhameful, painful, accur- 
{ſed death, Surely had there been a- 
ny reſpe& of perſons with God, 
could Juſtice have been perverted 
and drawn afide with any conſidera- 
tions, his only beloved Son ſhould 
have eſcaped. Here is inexorable 
Juſtice ! inflexible Juſtice ! This de- 
clared his Righteouſneſs indeed, _ 
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he would not ſpare Sin, but puniſh 
it, though on his innocent Son. Here 
1s infinite Juſtice, fear it, dread it. 
Make this God thy fear and thy 
dread. 


2. Admire the love of the Father 
and the Son, The Father : Bleſs God 
for this Propitiation, How dreadful 
was our condition! How if Juſtice 
had taken thee by the throat, and 
ſaid, Pay me what thou oweſt? thou 
couldſt not have reply'd, Have pa- 
tience with me, and I will pay thee 
all. God lays great engagementsup- 
on us, in caufing his Sun to ſhine, in 
giving rain and fruitful ſeafons , in 
_ making proviſion for our bodies; but 
that which ſhould endear him moſt 


to the world, and ſhould occafion 


our higheſt praiſes,ſhould be the pro- 
viding a Righteouſneſs for our ſouls. 
Oh that the Lord ſhould look upon 
ſuch dead dogs as we are. What 3s 
man that thou art mindful of him 
and the ſon of man , that thou ſhouldſt 
viſit him! That thou ſhouldſt give 
him ſuch a Phyſician as thy Son, to 

cure 
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cure him with his blood! hat 
man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie , and 
ſet thy heart upon him! Admire and 
wonder at the love of the Son; that 
Chriſt, the Lion of the Tribe of J- 
dah, ſhould be willing to dye tor 
iuch dead dogs! That God's fellow 
{ſhould be willing to be ſmitten and 
wounded, that by his ſtripes we 
might be healed ! that he ſhould give 
Himſelf, his Blood, and Soul, a Ran- 
iome for Traytors, for Enemies! T hat 
he ſhould intercede, as Moſes,Blot me. 
T pray thee, out of the book, of life; and 
lay as Paul, Let me rather be accur- 
ſed! That he lhould fay to his Fa- 
ther, It they have wronged thee, 
put it on mine account, I will pay 1t;z 
written, not with my hand, but with 
my blood! That he ſhould ſay with 
Rebeccah, On me be thy curſe, my 
Sor! That Chriſt ſhould go into the 
fire, that we may be as brands pluckt 
out of the fire ! That the moſt bleſ- 
ſed ſhould be willing to be curſed, 
that we curſed ones might be bleſ- 
ſed ! That ſuch a Tree of life, ſuch 
a fruit-beariog Tree, ſheuld be wil- 

ling 


Chills Satisfaction, 


ling to be cut down and dye, to ſave 
Trees of death, dead, dry, and bar- 
ren Trees, cumbring the ground. lt 
is commonly faid of men undone by 
Suretiſhip , Their own kind hearts un- 
did them : We may ſay of our Re- 
deemer , His own kind heart laid 
him thus low, brought theſe cala- 


mities upon him. How dear ſhould. 


he be to us! Quanto pro me vilior 
tanto mibi charior. 

Labour to know the love of God 
and Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledg, 
that you may be able to compre- 
hend with all Saints , the heighth, 
length , depth , and breadth of it, 
Eph. 3. 18, 29. Had we hearts as full 
of love as they could hold, yea, as 
full as all the hearts of Men and 
Angels could hold , we could not 
love him as: he deſerves from us. 
We had need, with the Widow, to 
beg and borrow Veſlels to fill ; our 
hearts cannot hold enough. Were 
we not cold frozen pieces of earth. 
the fire would burn while we are mu- 
ſing. This love of God and Chriſt 
would ſet our hearts on fire. 

S 3, Ad- 
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3. Admire the Wiſdom of God 
in this great Tranſaction ! This wag 
matter of reproach amongſt the Hea- 
then, their grand Objeftion againſt 
Chriſtianity , Deas veſter Patibulo af- 


fixas eſt: Your God was crucified : 


and, Chriſt crucified was to the Jews 
a ſiumbling-block , and tothe Greeks 
fooliſhneſs. But it is wiſdom to them 
that are perfeF;, and to them that 
are ſaved by Chriſt, Chriſt 3s the wiſ- 
dom of God, and the power of God, 
x Cor. 1. :8, 24, 25. Never was ſuch 
a ſtrain of Wiſdom heard of as this, 
fince the World began. O the wife 
plot and contrivance of the Trinity, 
for the ſalvation of loſt man ! here 
are Treafures of Wiſdom, unfearcha- 


| ble riches of Wiſdom; Wiſdom in 


a myltery, to find out a way for the 
orcateſt Juſtice and Mercy to meet. 
Wifdom bringing light to us out of 
Chriſt's darkneſs, life out of his 
death; making the fall of Chriſt 
the riſing of the World. 'Such Wil- 
dom as the Princes of this World 
knew not; ſuch Wiſdom as the _— 
el 


Chiiſts Satisfaction, 

til Devils could not fathom. Wiſ- 
dom confounding the Devils, and 
making them to help forward our 
ſalvation , by endeavouringourruin 
in deſtroying Chriſt. He deſtroyed 
his own Kingdom, in ſeeking to de- 
ſtroy Chriſt's Kingdom. 


Am 


2. Exhort. Keep humble and low 
thoughts of your ſelves; yea, be 
aſhamed and confounded in your 
ſelves, becauſe of his kindneſs in be- 
ing thus pacified toward you. Look 
to the hole of the pit whence you 
were digged, and fee what you were 
by nature, and what your lot and 
portion was, Look at your ſelves, 


at the beſt, but as Beggars 1n the el- ' 


der Brother's Clothes. Say of your 
Righteouſnefs , Alas, it was but bor- 
towed! Some are admiring their 
own virtuous lives, the innocent 
lives they have lived; thefe cannot 
but ſleight the Death and SatisfaCti- 
on of Chriſt : This is a dire&t oppo- 
fition to the Grace of the Goſpel : 

| 3 2 and 
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and Publicans and Harlots will have 
benefit by this, before them that ju- 


' ſNtifie themſelves. What needed Chriſt 


todye for thee, if thou be ſo good 
as thou wouldſt make thy ſelf > The 
deſign of the Goſpel is, That every 
mouth might be ſtopped in boaſting, 
and all fleſh be guilty in their own 
ſight before God. And this is one 
part of the condition of life and 
righteouſneſs through Chriſt, To be 
deeply ſenſible how juſt it would 
have lans with God to have damn- 
ed us. And the full ſoul, in this 
ſenſe, cannot but loathe this honey- 
comb. And theſe Truths would be 
ſweet unto tis, were we pinched 
with want and hunger. 


3. Prize your Souls; ſet a high 
value on them, ſince God did fo, 
Chriſt did ſo: They wete ranſorn'd 
at a high rate. You have heard 
ſometime of the ranſothe of a King, 
as a huge matter, it is nothing to the 
ranſome of a Soul 3 this is precious 
indeed, Chriſt that well knew the 
worth of Souls, paying fo dear for 

them, 
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them. Our ſouls were zot redeemed 
with corruptible things, as ſilver and 
gold ; do not ſell them away for (11- 
ver and gold, for that which could 
not purchaſe them. We were not 
free-born; with a great ſum was this 
freedam , this reprieve and hopeful 
timeof trial obtained ; fell them not 
away for trifles. Thirty and two 
years and upwards was this Temple 
in building, this Soul in redeeming, 
by Jeſus Chriſt the San of God; loſe 
it not, fell it not, for the ſinful fa- 
ding pleaſures of a few days 3 de- 
{troy it not in three days. 

4. Look too, that this Blaod be 
not loſt; this great Counſel of Hea- 
ven loſt asto us. Look to your ſelves, 
that we loſe not the things which we 
have wrought, but that we receive 4 
full reward, 2 Joh. v. 3. 

Itis aſad thing for a man tocom- 
plain, I have beaten the air, and 
ſpent my ſtrength in vain, Have you 
done and ſuffered fo many things in 
vain, if it be yet invain? But much 
more ſhould this prevail with us; 
Take heed that yau lole not the 

| S 3 things 
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things that Chriſt hath wrought. A 
fad thing for Miniſters to complain, 
We have ſpent our ſtrength in vain; 


but much more for Chriſt to ſay, I 


have loſt my labours, tears, wounds, 
death, as to theſe men. 

The Righteouſneſs, and Pardon, 
and Life, which he hath purchaſed, 
were not for Himſelt; he hath no 
more need of them, than the Hea- 
vens have need of rain, or the Sun 
of light. Cut off, but not for him- 
ſelf: therefore, if you refuſe this 
offer, you endeavour interpretative- 
Iy that it may be ſaid of Chriſt, He 
died as a fool dieth. You ſay to 
Chriſt's face virtually, You might 
have. been wiſer than to work and 
take pains for one that gives you ſo 
little thanks. 

Is this thy kindneſs to thy Friend? 
Is this thy thanks to thy Redeemer ? 
Hath not Chriſt deſerved thee ? It 
the Devil and Sin have, and will do 
more for thee, let them take thee: 
Say then, I love my Maſter Sin and 
Satan, and will not go out free. But 
itzdy how thou wilt anſwer it to 

| God, 
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God, and look thy Redeemer 1n the 
face. Do you mock God, and your 
Redeemer? and ſay, You might have 
ſpared your ſelf, as Peter bade you? 
Who bade you thus love me? You 
might have let the loving me alone. 
God wili not be mocked; Be you 
not mockers leſt your bonds be made 
ftrong, And Chrilt will yet have 
ſome reward 1n well-doing, and ho- 
nour in thy ruin; thy retulal, and 
puniſhment for it. 

But theſe are ſecondary Ends, and 
Ends only upon ſuppoſition of re- 
jection of his Grace. The primary 
End oft his Death and Law of Grace, 
is your Salvation : for, he came not 
into the world primarily to condemn 
Z the world, but that the world through 
J him might be ſaved. God ſweareth, 
he deſires not the death of the wicked, 
but rather that he would turn and 
live, The primary End of the Go- 
ſpel and Law of Grace, is your Q- 
bedience and Salvation ; and ſecon- 
darily, upon ſuppolition of your re- 
fuſal, Condemnation. It cannot be 
ſaid of a Governour making a Law, 

S 4. it 
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It was weakly done of him when he 
forelaw many would break it, ex- 
cept he want Power or Juſtice to 


_ vindicate it. Dare you ſay, It was 
| not wiſely done of God to make the 


firſt Covenant with Promiſe to 4- * 
dam , becauſe he foreſaw he would | 
loſe the benefit of it , and incur the } 
curſe? And dare you ſay, It was no | 
kindneſs? Suppoſe God had not {| 
known; Would that have made any # 
change in the thing, by making the | 


 fingreater, and God's kindneſs more? {| 


This is to fay , God's Omniſcience |} 
hinders him from being ReCtor of | 
the World, from being ableto make }! 
gracious Promiſes to the obedient, } 


and juſt Threatnings to the diſobe- | 


dient. Take heed of ſuch Doqrines 
as would in their own nature cauſe } 
you to have hard thoughts of God, ! 
and diſcourage your return to him; 
and conclude they are falſe, that are ; 
{ſo expreſly contrary to the whole te- | 
nour of the Goſpel : Though you 
know not how to anſwer the Obje- 
Ctions, I dare confidently tell you o- 


thers caf, and have anſwered in the 


main 
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main ſuch difficulties fatisfaQorily, 
and that ina way well agreeing with 
ſpecial grace. And I could do it fa- 
tisfaforily to you I think; - and 
ſhould now , if I thought it not in- 
convenient to turn to an alien ſub- 
je&. But ſuppoſe I could not, nonor 
the ableſt men , muſt we thcrefore 
deny plain Scripture-truths, becauſe 
men know but in part, and can an- 
ſwer many difficulties but imperfe&- 
ly 2 But to return : Shall Chriſt fall 
ſhort of the primary End of the tra- 
vel of his ſoul? This is the reward 
and fruit Chriſt waits for, To ſeethe 
travel of his. ſoul ; to ſee his ſeed, a 
generation of ſinners, turning and 
accepting his offered ſalvation; and 
then he will ſay, My blood was well 
ſhed indeed; I am well paid, well 
ſatisfied. ſo Iſrael be but thus gather- 
ed : and this he waitsfor, and ſtrives 
with thee about. - 

Apain, Is this thy kindneſs to thy 
own ſoul, Not to hearkento the c 
of its neceffity for a Saviour ? It 1s 
in your power to reje& the counſel 
of Gad againſt your ſelves, to your 
hurtz 
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hurt ; it is in your power to fruſtrate 
all, and to make your felves of thoſe 
that ſhall have neither lot nor por- 
tion in this matter. But if you pe- 
riſh, it is not long of Chriſt, but of 
your felves; you chuſe it. Would 
you be wiſe, you ſhould be wiſe for 
your ſelves; but, if you be corners, 
you alone ſhall bear it. Once all 
was lolt, hopeleſs and helpleſs you 
were; but through this Propitiari- 
on It 1s once more brought to your 
choice whether you will periſh or 
no. Why will you dye ? It you will 
dye, who can help it? Icannot: I 
can only witneſs, I called, and you 
refuſed to come: And I hereby call 
you, Noverint univerſi, &c. Be it 
known therefore unto you , Men and 
Brethren , That through this Man,and 
this Name, is preached to you the for- 
giveneſs of ſins; and by him all that 
ſhall believe, all that ſhall receive 
him , ſhall be juſtified. Andthere is no 
other Name under Heaven giver where- 


by you canbe juſtified and ſaved; and 


if you refuſe bim, it is in vain io 


look, for another. 
Are 
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Are you willing to comply with 
this delign of God for your eter- 
nal welfare? Or mult I ſay you re- 
fuſe to come? Will you, or will you 
not, acccept Chriſt for your Lord 
Redeemer, to ſanCtifie and ſave you? 
If you will indeed, you ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaved: If you will not, 
why will you not? What diſplea- 
ſure have you taken againſt Chriſt ? 
What blemiſh do you ſee in him? 
What 1s there that offends you in 
this wiſe ſtupendious diſpenſation 
of Chriſt crucified? What preju- 
dice have you entertained againſt 
this Counſel of God 2 What, do 
you think his terms too hard, fo 
that all things conſidered, it would - 
not be for your good? x 
Then you think Chriſt 1f any doubt of the 
counſelJeth you for your  {futh of the Serip” 
hurt: if fo,you have inter- them, if they judg 
pretatively worſe thoughts their ſouls worrh (0 
of Chriſt, than you ought thole learned Book: 
to have of the Devil; for, lately written in fia- 
you ought to think the 5797-315 MD 
Devil .. worſe than he is: m_ I 
and if you think Chriſt 

calleth 
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calleth you for your hurt and Iofs, 
and tells yau what you ſhall never 
find truez you think Chriſt envies | 

our good, and would deceiveand | 
cheat you, by perſwading you out | 
of itz and what is this, but to think 
him worſe than the Devil? for the | 
Devil, though he - would deceive | 
you, yet he never dyed and ſhed his ' 
blood to deceive you: but, if it be | 
for your hurt to turn from ſin, and | 
deny your ſelves, and take up his 
yoke, Chriſt hath dyed to undo youz 
which would be ſtrange maliciouf- 
neſs! O the hainouſneſs of this ſin of | 
refuſing Chriſt! It 1s virtually to | 
eſteem him the horrid'ſt Impoſtor 
that ever the Sun ſaw. 

What a dreadful thing it is to 
ftay a day or a night under the 
guilt of this refuſal of Chriſt! He 
that thus believeth not; is condemned 
already, and is yet under the curſe - 
and it he do but walk up and down 
the few moredays, and fleep out the 
few more nights of his life, he will 
be remedileſs : for there i n0 more 


ſacrifice for ſin. 
F But 
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But yet there is Balm. in Gzlead; 
there is a Phyſician there; why is 
not our health recovered? There 
are Treaſures in Chriſt; Treaſures 
of Righteouſneſs he would fain part 
with. Oh fay, Theſe and theſe neg- 
le& Chriſt, deſpiſe his Riches ;z It 
may be thy Maſter ( if thou be a 
ſervant ) (leights this great and ho- 
nourable One's Treaſures , and will 
not receive at his hands the things 
which he hath _— and brought; 
but ſay thou , as Gehazi, Arthe Lord 
liveth, I will run after him, and take 
ſomething of him: and I can aflure 
thee in his Name, whoſe Meſlenger 
I am, That he will be as ready to 
part with it to thee, as ever Naewmar 
was to Gehazz, 


5. Have nothing to do with Sin. 
The — would not tread on 
the threſhold they thought brake 
their Idol Dagor's neck. The Jews 
would not put the Thirty pieces gi- 
ven for betraying Chriſt, into the 
Treaſury , becauſe it was the price of 
blood, Mat. 27. 6, Will you look = 
in 
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fin as gain? on that which you have 
gotten by ſin, as gain? It is the 
price of blood. Should that be plea- 
{ing to thee which was ſo bitter to 
Chriſt? David would not drink of 
the water his Worthies had ventu- 


red their lives for, but poured it out, 


and ſaid. 1s not this the blood of the * 
men that went in jeopardy of their | 
lives? 2 Sam. 23.17, Wilt thou put ' 
that Serpent into thy boſome, that | 
hath ſtung to death thy deareft Re- 
lation? A (ſtrange fight for a Child 
to delight in that Sword or Knife 
that killed his Father. Some wall 
break God's Law for the gain of 
two-pence. God made not ſuch a 
lejght matter of the breach of his 
Law. Let this conſpicuous Juſtice of 
God be as a flaming-ſword to keep 
you from lin. Since Chriſt hath dy'd 
tor fin, Jet us dye unto fin ; yea, let 
us rather chuſe to dye than to (in. 


Lafily, Live to your Lord Re- 
deemer; walk as they that are bought 
with ſuch a price fay to Chriſt , as 
the people ro Gzdeor, Kale thou over 

WS, 
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#5, for thou'haſt delivered as from the 
hand of our enemies. He died, that 
they which live , might not live to 
themſelves. A ſtrong and conſtrain- 
ing bond of obedience and thank- 
fulneſs, is laid upon us.Offer up Souls 
and Bodies a living ſacrifice to him, 
that offered up himſelf a dead fa- 
g crifice for us. Be cheerful in ſuffer- 
4 ing for him; grudg not at ſuffering 
& any thing for him, that ſuffered fo 
much for thee. Chriſt loved not his 
life unto the death for our ſakes. 
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Son 


A Diſcourſe concerning the Apoltle 
Paul's meaning, by Juſtification 
by Faith, occaſioned by ſome 
pailages in the Sermons. 


An Endeavour to make apparent, That 
the Apoſile Paul, by Juſtification 
by works , and by the Law, means 
Juſtification for mens deſerts and 
merits, or by unſinning obedience 

. without pardon: And by Juſtifica- 
tion by Faith, means pardon of 
fin upon mens believing and turn- 
ing from ſin to God: And that it 
#* not in the leaſt his deſign to ex- 
clude Repentance and ſincere Obe- 
dience from being a condition of 
our juſtification > but that be in- 
cludes them in the word Faith. 


"Irſt, We are ſure, whatever the 
. Apoltle teacheth, is confiſt-nt 
with himſelf and the whole tenour 
of Scripture: Therefore his mean- 
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. 1ng cannot be, That it isnot neceſ- 
| ſary, or that it is dangerous for any 
 torepent and turn from fin, for par- 
don, or juſtification and ſalvation; 
But this I have already cleared. 
Secondly , We are ſure, What- 
ever the Apoſtle faith is true, and. 
his arguing cogent ; as when he tells | 
us, Rom... 4. To him that worketh, 
the reward is not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt : and Rom. 11. 6. If by 
grace , then it #s no more of works 
but if it be of works , then it is no 
2zore of grace. Now this would not 
be true (for a reward may be of 
works, and yet of grace) unleſs by 
works he underſtand meritorious 
works, or full and compleat inno- 
 cency. If there be a promiſe made 
of a reward to a work;, yet if the 
work be inconſiderable in value to 
the reward, this reward 1s to be 
aſcribed to the grace , and favour, 
and kindneſs, of him that promi- 
ſeth and giveth the reward, and not 
to the merit of his work that re- 
ceives it, It would be in this caſe, of 
Grace 
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Grace as the Cauſe,though of Works 
as the Condition; the Works not 
being meritorious. Elſe it would 
| be impoſſible for any promiſe to be 
a gracious promiſe, that hath any 
duty for the condition of it 5 which 
to affirm, would be the abhorring of 
any rational foul, yea though the 
condition was to be performed by 
the man's own ſtrength ( whatever 
any ſay to the contrary ), which yet 
is not in the caſe-in-hand, I willing- 
ly grant; yea, a conditional pro- 
miſe would not be one jot leſs gra- 
cious, if the condition was to be 
performed by man of himſelf; and 
is not more gracious, becauſe God 
cauſeth us to perform it; only this 
cauſing us to perform it , 15 more of 
grace, Dare any deliberately ſay, 
theſe conditional promiſes were not 
of grace, becauſe a work made the 
condition? viz. If the wicked turn, 
he ſhall live. Repent , that your ini- 
quities may be blotted out. Nay, do 
we not exprefly read, Such are of 
grace? Jer. 3. 1,12, Thox haſt playd 
T 2 the 
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the harlot with many lovers; yet res 
zurn, and I will not cauſe mine anger 
3o fall on you: For T an gracious and 
merciful. 2 Chron. 3o 19. The good 
Lord pardon every one that prepareth 
his heart to. ſeek, &c. though he be 
rot cleanſed according, &c, Nehem. 
13.22. Remember me, ty God , con- 
cerning this alſo , and (pare me accor- 
ding to the greatneſs of thy mercy. 
Jonah knew, 1: God ſpared Nize- 
weh upon repentance, it would be an 
at of grace; I know thou art a gra- 
cious God, and merciful, Jonah 4. 2. 
W hatſovever any one gives or promi- 
ſes to another who works, more 
than the merit of the work amounts 
to, is of grace; and the juſtificatt- 
on of any man upon any terms leſs 
than the obedience of the Law in 
every thing, 1s of Goſpel-grace, to 
wit, of pardon. 

Thirdly , The oppoſition of the 
Apoltle 1s good and true, if by 
works be meant meritorious works, 
deſcrving the reward, or full and 
compleat obedience to the Law in 

every 
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every thing, viz. IF of meritorious 
works , then not of grace; then the 
reward is no more than what is ow- 
ing in ſtrict Juſtice; and one need 
not cry gratias , grace, grace; need 
not give thanks for ſuch a reward. 
And, if of compleat unfinning obe- 
dience 3 oneneeds not pardon, can- 
not be pardoned, cannot give thanks 
for the reward, as having of it, up- 
on the account cf ſ1n, pardoned. 


ObjeF. But would not Adams ju- 
ſtification have been of grace, if 
he -had 'continued in his innocency, 
though it would have been of - 
works? 

This ſome obje&t againſt this Te- 
nent , That the Apoſtle meant it of 
meritorious works, or full obedi- 
ence; and I never ſaw this well 
cleared, and many are much puzled 
with it; therefore I will ſpeak the 
more largely to it, 

Anſ. IT diſtinguiſh here between 
juſtification ſimply taken, as juſtifi» 

* & I cation 


294 


The Great Pyopittation : or, 
cation of an innocent man accu- 
ſed or accuſable, though fallly ; 


and between the juſtification of a 


man. with the reſulrancies from itz 
which , though immediate reſultan- 
cles, yet come on him upon his meer 
Juſtification, by virtue of ſome gra- 
cious Law, Promiſe, or Covenant, | 
made on condition 'of his inno- * 
CENCY. 


Firſt, Suppoſe there had been | 
no 'promiſe made of everlaſting 
happineſs to Adaw, on condition 
of continued innocency 3 but only 
a threatning, That if he ſinned, 
he ſhould dye, be damned- Firſt, 
In this caſe While he had conti- 
nued innocent, it would have been 
of debt, not to have condemned 
him as a (inner 3 and fo juſtificati- 
on of him from any thing befal- 
ling him for the breach of the 
Law, would have been of debt, 
and not of grace; no thanks. Se- 
condly, But his juſtification in this 
caſe would have reached but alit- 


\/ tle 


of 
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tle way, would have reſulted no 


further than I have expreſled : For 
God might yet when he pleaſed, 
have annihilated him; for it ſeems 
not rational to aftim, That if 
God make a rational Creature , he 
may not lawfully. and in equity un- 
make and annihilace it, except it 
offend him: this would be to im- 
poſe hard terms on God. Bur yet 
It would be of due debt, that this 
annihilation ſhou:d not be as a to- 
ken of his diſpleaſure, and for the 
breach of the Law, if he had not 
broken it, as is ſuppoſed. 


Secondly , Suppoſe the Covenant 
ran thus: It he obey, he ſhall live 
eternally happy but if he ſin, he 
ſhall dye, be damned; as it is ſup- 
poſed it did. | 


Firſt, Here, while man keeps his 
Innocency , That he be juſtified as 
innocent, and not condemned as 
guilty 3 is of natural equity, and 
not of grace, Which would have 

| T 4 | been 
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been enough , had we no more to 
ſay, to jultifie the Apoltle's ſpeech, 
if we take it not ſtritly, but aswe 
uſc to do other moral ſayings; the 
foundational and moſt immediately 
obvious part of juſtification, being 
of debt. 

Secondly , But that this very ju- 
ſtification ſhould reach ſo, far as 
right to continued life and happi- 
neſs, would be of grace; becauſe 
that promiſe that cauſes this right 
to reſult, during him innocent, was 
of grace, and not of debt. 

Thirdly , Yet this juſtification 
thus reſulting to continued lite and 
happineſs, would not { man conti-' 
nuing obedient ) have been of Go- 
ipel-grace, of that kind of grace 
which the Apoſtle hath occaſion 
mainly to ſpeak of, which is Mer- 
cy and Pardon; it would not have 
been of Goſpel-grace, of forgive- 


- "neſs; which is the thing the Apo- 


{tle hath much in his eye. No 
thanks would be due upon the ac- 
count of forgiving him any thing. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, But to clear all beyond 
poſſibility of exception; The Apo- 
{tle only ſpeaks ex hypotheſt, and on 
fuppoſition: for the Creature can- 
not poſſibly merit any thing of God 
( but-as above- ſaid, that, if innocent, 


{ "he be not condemned as guilty and 


the Apoſtle knew, their works were 
not meritorious, that his oppoſers 
pretended were fo. Now ſuppoſe, 
I ſay, that obedience was meritori- 
ous of eternal life, of the reward ; 
ſuppoſe, man did any thing merito- 
riousof Heaven; then ex hypotheſe, 
{ſalvation would not be of grace in 
any ſenſe, but properly of debt, 
which 1s all the Apoſtle here affirm- 
eth.' And it ſeems the Pharaiſaical 
Jews went as high ( as ſome Pa- 
piſts do now ) as to hold their good 
works meritorious of eternal life ; 
and our Jewiſh Antiquaries mani- 
feſt, that this Tenent was common 
amongſt themz and you ſee, if of 
meritorious works, then not of 
grace in any ſenſe. And in this ſenſe 
Adam's juſtification to life upon his 

| unlin- 
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unſfinning obedience, would not 
have been of meritorious works, 
but of grace, though not of par- 
don and Goſpel-grace and Mercy. 
It is ealie to anſwer, take it which 
way you will. For if you will by 
works underſtand no more than per- 
fect obedience to the Law. then ju- 
ſtification will not be of Goſpel- 
grace, which is pardon. But it by 
works you will underſtand works 
properly meritorious of ſalvation 
then if of works, not of grace at 
all. And in ſome places the Apoſtle 
ſeems ta take the words 1a one ſenſe, 
ſometimes in the other. For, as 
here: he ſeemeth to mean proper 
meritz fo, Gal. 3. 10. As many 
as are of the works of the Law, are 
arnder a curſe; for it is written, Cur- 
ſed is every one that continueth not, 
@*c. implieth, Man ſhould have been 
bleſſed and not curſed, as being ju- 
{tifted by works, had he ftulfilled,&c. 
Here juſtification would have been 
of works not properly meritorious, 
but being of Law-works, it would 

not 
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not be by Goſpel-grace and par- 
don; though there would have been 
in ſuch a caſe the Law-grace ſpo- 
ken of. For (to ſpeak by way of 
anticipation ) 1 od was not 
bound in ſtrict Juſtice to make fuch 
a promiſe, If man obey perfetly, he 
ſhall be happy; it the making ot it 
was of grace, the making of it doth 
not hinder the performance of it 
from being of grace, law-grace 3 no 
more than God's making this law, 
That ſinner that reperits and be- 
lieves , ſhall be ſaved , maketh man's 
juſtification for being of Pardon 
and Goſpel-grace. 


ObjeF, The Jews Works and Pri- 
viledges were not meritorious nor 
perfect : Therefore'the Apoſtle doth 
not mean by works, meritorious 
works, or perfect. | 


Arſ. Firſt, It 1s true, they were 
not meritorious, elſe they would 
have been juſtified and ſaved of 
debt, without Chriſts fatisfaftion. 
| Second- 
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Secondly, But they maintained 
and pretended their works ſuch, and 
this was to make Chriſt's death vain. 
This very opinion made them {light 
Chriſt, and Kept them from ſubmit- 
ting to the righteouſneſs of God,the 
Goſpel-way of juſtification. And 
( by the way ) if any ſhould 
now have this conceit | concerning 
faith, repentance, lincere obe- 
dience, works of charity, viz. that 
they are meritorious of their juſti- 
fication and ſalvation, a -fatisfati- 
on for their {1ns, recompence e- 
nough to Juſtice; they would be 
in the ſame condemnation with 
theſe, and Chriſt ſhould profit 
them nothing. For, this was the 
reaſon why Circumciſion and other 
obſervations of the Law would un- 
do them ( Gal. 5. 2.), not be- 
cauſe they had that merit 1n them 
which they ſuppoſed; for then they 
would have been juſtified and fa- 
ved by them: but becauſe they 
conceited them meritorious, making 


them worthy deſerving mens = 
| fo 
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fo could not poſlibly, during this 
conceir, expect or defire juſtificati- 
on in God's way of grace or Mer- 
cy through a Propitiationz they 
could not but deſpiſe it, as eſteem- 
ing they had no need of it, as in- 
deed they had not, it their conceit 
was true. 


Fourthly, Faith and Repentance 
are works ( it would move a man 


3OI 


with pity to fee the weakneſs of _ 


mens attempts to prove that faith 
1s not a work, when Chriſt him- 
ſelf calls it a work) therefore his 
deſign 1s not to exclude every good 
work from any intereſt in jultifica- 
tion; elſe he would exclude Faith 
it ſelf; but only perfe& or meri- 
torious works, or works conceited 
ſo to be, which comes all to one: 


for as works really compleat or me- | 


ritorious, would eflentially hinder 
pardon by Chriſt's death, being eſ- 
ſentially inconſiſtent : ſo a man con- 
ceiting his works meritorious, is by 
Gad's Law of Grace exciuded from 


any 
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any intereſt in this Propitiation, For 
he hath made it a part of the con- 
dition, That men be ſenſible of 
their unworthineſs, unrighteouſneſs, 
and undone eſtate without Chriſt 
and Pardon, You fee what the A- 
poltle's meaning is not. Now that 
you may ſee what his meaning 1s, let 
theſe two things be well confidered, 
viz. What the Jews Opinions 
were; and, What the Apoſtle's De- 
fign was. 


Firſt, What the Jews Opinions 
were which Paul oppoſed ; which 
are ſomething plain trom Scrip- 
ture , and are made more plain by 
the Writings of ancient Jewiſh Au- 
thors. | 

Firſt, They held their good 
works meritorious of eternal lite: 
yea, ſome of them maintained, that 
any one Commandment kept by a 
Jew, thus merited. 

Secondly, They had high thoughts 
of. their great worth, as being Abra- 
ham's leed, ana circumciſed worthy 

men : 
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men : Think not to ſay, We have A- 
braham to our Father, They' were 
great boaſtersz Where is boaſting 
then 2 Many of them held, all Jews 
( with very little exception ) ſhould 
Inherit eternal life; yea, though 
dying by the hand of Juſtice tor 
crimes. 

Thirdly , Yet the more Phariſai- 
cal ſort talkt of repentance asa thing 
of little uſe to them that were of 
ſtri& obſervance to make up what 
' wanted : The righteows perſon need- 
ing n0 repentance, ſeemeth to be ſpo- 
ken alluding to their opinion. The 
common people that knew not the 
Law, that knew not or uſed not 
their Traditions, were looked-on by 
them as curſed, hopeleſs ; no juſtifi- 
cation for ſuch, nothing would ſerve 
to ſave them, but taking. up their 
way. John's Doctrine of remiſſion 
of ſin, and juſtification upon re- 
pentance and leading a new life, 
without Phariſaical , ſtri&, unwrit- 
ten obſervances and traditions, which 
were not poſſible to be kept by peo- 


ple - 
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ple of ordinary employment, was 
almoſt new doctrine amongſt them, 


' and was derided by the Phariſees, 


as much as ſuch dof&rine would be 
by the ſtri& and religious Orders 
(as they are called) among(t the } 
Papiſts; but was embraced as wel- | 
come news to the common people; } 
for ſalvation to be a thing of poſ- 
{ible attainment ,. by ordinary peo- 
ple ſenſible of their guilt; yea, and 
by Publicans and Soldiers , without 
lexving their courſe of life, provi- 
ded they. carry regularly in it; and 


_ by Harlots, upon leaving their leud 


courſes, | 

' Fourthly, They held the Law 
required no more than the obſer- 
vance of the outward man, 

It was a determined caſe amongſt 


TO their * Doctors before, and about 
mchi in - 

Pſzl. 66. theſe days, That evil thoughts and de- 
v.18. 4beu fires were not (in ; and that the Tenth 


Ezra in 
Dialog. 


Commandment was not a Command, 


Foſephus but a Counſel, which men would do 
th, 12-4%- yell to ob{crve; but finned not in 16 


tiq, Fe 
Fudaic. 
cap. 13, 


plecting the obſervance of ir. Th: y 
h:1 
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had determined that, unleſs in the 
caſe of worſhipping falſe Gods, no 
fin could be committed by the will, 
without an a@ual commiſſhon fol- 
lowing; and ſo, that it was no ſin 
to delire to adulterate a Neigh- 
bour's Wife, fo the a&@ followed 
not. And then, no wonder it many 
of them ſuppoſed themſelves to 
need no pardon or Goſpel-favour 
from God ; no wonder, it the Pha- 
riſees be repreſented as having no- 
thing to confeſs, never asking for 
pardon, never ſaying, God be merci- 
ful to me a ſinner! 

Fitthly, They placed the moſt of 
their confidence in Ceremonial mat- 
ters, tything mint, &c. negleFed the 
weightier matters of the law , faith, 
repentance; placed much in obſer- 
vance|of unſcriptural- Traditions, to 
make up what might any way want 
of their external obſervation of the 


' Law to juſtifie them. And it ſeems 


the Phariſaical Jews in the Apa- 
{tles days never pretended any me- 


ritoriouſneſs of faith in God or 
V Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, fear of God, loveof Gad, 
repentance, Chriſtian obedience 3 
therefore he never ſpeaketh direQly 
of excluding theſe trom merit, 
thongh, b yconſequence, and by{the 
parity of reaſon, they are excluded. 
It rather appeareth, that they look- 
| ed on ſuch things as low unworthy 
things, in compariſon of thoſe 
things they molt gloried in; and 
thought them needleſs as conditi- 
ons, and that they might be juſti- 
fied without them upon theltr exter- 
nal obſervances , or elſe he would 
' more coploully, and ex profeſſo, 
have told us, how theſe alſo are fo 
far from meriting, that it would 
be damnable to account them me- 
ritorious, as he doth by conſe- 
quence and would have yet tuld 
us more fully, they are conditions 
of the promiſe ( as the Apoltle 
: James doth afterward ) and 1nclu- 
-ded in the word Faith which he 
uſeth. But this not being the Con- 
troverſie, he tecurely comprehends 
all thefe things, obedience to the 

Goſpel, 


pRo_ 
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Goſpel, the whole of Chriſtianity, 
in the word Fazth, as being a word 
uſed ordinarily by Chriſtians to com- 
prehend] the whole of Chriſtianity. 
By Fauh, he meant Believing, and 
Living ſuch lives as thoſe Chrittians 
at that time ( that obſerved not the 
Ceremonial Law) lived. And we 
now by the word Believers, mean 
ſincere Chriſtians, When that great 
diflention aroſe, A&F-s 15. 5. ſome 
teaching, that except meu were cir» 
cumciſed , and kept the Law of Mo- 
ſes, they could not be ſaved or juſti- 
| fied; they meant, by Moſes Law, 
thoſe Commands that required ſuch 
obſervances as were now really un- 
neceſſary to juſtification and ſalva- 
tion, being »:ortue dead, though not 
yet zzortifere deadly : For had they 
only taught, That except- men re- 
pent, and fear and love God, and 
obey him, they could not be ſaved; 
the Apoſtles would not: have oppo- 
ſed them init. But they meant . Ex- 
cept men were circumciſed, and did 
thoſe things many of which none un- 
2 CICCum- 
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circumiſed were to do ( according 
to the Jews own opinion ) they 
could not be juſtified and ſaved. 

Now their allegations to main- 
tain their merits, being diverſe and 
various, and not punqually ſet 
down, becauſe well known to thoſe : 
to whem he more particularly 
wrote: It need not offend us. that 
ſometime the Apoſtle hath refer- 
ence to one of theſe pretences, 
ſometime ro another ; and that tran- 
ſittons are cften obſcure; and that 
he ſometimes ſpeaks only of the Ce- 
remonial Law, ſometime only of 
the Moral, ſometimes of both z and 
{ſometime it is not eaſily to be de- 
termined which .he ſpeaks of. 

Nay, ſuppoſe that true which 
ſome alledg ( to prove that it is not 
much of the Apoſtles bufineſs here 
to prove man's juſtihcation lies in 
pardon of fin) 412, That it is im- 
probable any ſhould think they 
needed no pardon ( which yet isan 
opinion too trequent with men now, 
it there be any ſuch, as none que- 
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ſtion but there are, that think they 
have ſo lived, thar ſer one thing 
againſt another, it would be hard 
or unjuſt meaſure tor God to con- 
demn them : for theſe judg freedom 
from the penalty to be due from 


Z natural Juſtice , and ſonot pardon ) 
2 yer how ordinary is it for men that 
EF will pertinacioully defcnd an error, 


as theſe did ( to wit, the excluding 
of the Gentiles without circumci- 
ſion) to flye to fome allegations that 
they can ſcarce believe themſelves? 


Secondly , Conlider what was the 
Apoſtle's Deſign, what he aimed 
mainly to prove, in thoſe ſeemingly 
diticulc pafſiges about Juſtification, 
and you will find it was no way 
pertinent to it, to make an oppoſi- 
tion between what God hath join- 
ed as neceſlary, viz, Beliet of, and 
obedience to, the Goſpel. Now you 
will find his great Deſign, by ob- 
ſerving what occaſioned thoſe paſl- 
ſages trom him, which was this. 


V 3 The 
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The Phariſfaical Jews, all of them, 
yea ſome of them that were ſo far 
convinced of Chriſt's being the true 
Meſhah, (by the undoubted atteſt- 
ing evidences) as to profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians (A@s 15.5. Certain 
of the ſeF of the Phariſes which be- | 

lieved, ſaid, that it was needful to 
circumciſe the Gentiles, and to com- 
mand them to keep the Law of Mo- 
ſes ) were wicked oppolers ot Paul's || 
(the Miniſter of the Gentiles)preach- 
ing to,and receiving into the Church 
the Gentiles ( 1 Thel. 2. 15. They 
Pleaſe not God, and are contrary to 
all men ,, forbidding us to ſpeak to 
the Gentiles that they might be ſa- 
ved ) they could not endure that 
the ſinners of the Gentiles (as they 
were called probably ordinarily by 
them in oppoſition to Jews by na- 
ture , Gal. 2. 15. ) ſhould be eſteem- 
£d in as good a condition as they, 
when God had once purified their 
hearts by faith; and ſo no ditter- 

Ence In that reſpe&, 

They are (think they ) unwor- 
thy 
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thy, baſe, vile, men; though Chri- 
ſtians, they are uncircumciſed men 
( Eph. 2.11. To# are called auncir- 
curciſion (' i. e. by way of con- 
tempt) by that which is called cir 
cumeiſion in the fleſh ). 

But theſe Jews tnought them- 
ſelves brave, worthy , deſerving 
perſons ( yea, though they lived 
wickedly ) in that they were Abra- 
bans (eed,, and obſerved the Cere- 
monial Law, in which they chietly 
placed their merits; they gloried, 
te have Abraham to our Father , we 
are circumciſed z and thought upon 
that account they delerved great 
reſpect from God and man: and 
ſhould the vile uncircumciſed Gen- 
tiles be in as good a condition as 
we, upon their receiving the Go- 
ſpel? What, are not Jews better 
than other men? And indeed. the 
Apoſtle himſelf, before his great 
change, thought theſe things high- 
deſerving priviledgesz and he names 
them as things he had much ado to 
obtain of himſelf to deny, formerly 
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counting them great gain; much a- 
do he had to quit confidence in 
things which he counted of, as ma- 
king him ſuch a full, rich, worthy 
Perſon, as to need no favour , mer- 
cy, or forgiveneſs; though atter, he 
counted them as nothing for theſe | 
ends; yea, as loſs and hinderance, 
as he had uſed them, Phil 3.23. Be- 
ware of dogs , and of Conciſion (that 
1s, theſe Phariſaical Jews) : for we 
are the circumciſion , which worſhip 
God in the ſpirit, and rejoyce in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence 
z# the fleſh ( he called them conciſton, 
tearing dops , rending, perſecuting, 
as the word fignitieth; and they 
were: and faith, we are rather the 
circumciſton , 1. e. truly honoura- 
ble). V.4. Though I might alſo have 


' confidence in the fleſhs if any other 


#nan thinketh he hath that whereof 
he might truſt in the fleſh, T more; 
being circumciſed the eighth day, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Phariſee, 
zouching the righteouſneſs which is of 
ihe law, blameleſs: but theſe things 

which 
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which were gain ( of much deſer- 
ving worth- in my thoughts) 7 ac- 
counted as loſs. that 1 might be found 
in Chriſt, not having my own righte- 
onſneſs which is of the Law, but that 
which is of Chriſt by faith. 
It would be (trange, unwelcome, 
ea, abhorred doctrine, to teach 
the Religious Orders ( as they call 
them) amongſt the Papiſts, That 
they are no better than others, ex- 
cept they live better. They would 
reply, Notwithſtanding our vict- 
ous lives, yet we are of ſuch an 


Order, and have obſerved ſuch 


rules in diet, garments, and fo 
have many good merits, are men of 
great deſerts. You may ealily gueſs 
what the things were they placed 
merit in, if you conſider that few 
men uſe to place merit in the fear 
and love of God, or lincere de- 
fires and univerſal endeavours to 
obey him, but in ſome external ob- 
ſervance, void of internal ; and or- 
dinarily, chiefly in fuch things as 
Either are no duties , as Popiſh au- 
{teritics; 
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ſterities3 or in ſuch things as they 
account no duties, as giving alms; 
and ſo think they thereby ſuper- 
erogate, do ſo much not-required 
as will recompence their negle& of 
God and inward holineſs, 


They might, and it is probable 
did plead thus againſt the Gentiles 
being ſaved. 


Firſt, They are or were great 


finners , idolaters, ſfnmers of the Gen- 
tiles, and ſo there is no {ſalvation 


for tnem by the Mefitah. God 
would not be rightecus , to admit 
ſuch into favour, to juſtifie fuch ; 
this would be to acal with men 
contrary to their deſerts, to juſtific 


unrighteous men. 


Secondly, However there can 
be no hope for them except they | 
become Jews firſt; and then their 
becoming Jews, and being circum- 
ciſed , and obſerving the Ceremo- 


nial Law (which they looked up- 
on 
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on as things of great worth) may 
make ſuch an expiation and recom- 
pence for their Idolatries; will 
make them ſuch worthy perſons, as 
God may admit them 1nto favour 3 
as they thought that Ruler worthy 
to whom Chriſt ſhould do that 
kindneſs; for, ſay they, be hath built 
#5 a ſynagogue. But without thus 
doing, ſuch low things as their re- 
pentance, and belief cf, and obe- 
dience to, the Goſpel, will ſtand 
them in no ſtead, they cannot be 
juſtified and ſaved. 

And they. might have this car- 
nal motive, thus to oppoſe their 
admittance without circumcilion ; 
We {hall glory in their fleſh, in thus 
getting them circumciſed; for it 
will keep thoſe things ſtil] in re- 
pute; and we ſhall however be the 
chief , being natural, and the other 
but adventitious Jews. - + 

Now the Apoſtle begins to an- 
{wer to theſe things, toward the 
end of the ſecond Chapter to the 
Romans. 

Ver. 
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Ver. 17. Behold thou art called a 
Jew; a very honourable Name, but 
too worthy and honourable in your 
elteem; and reſteſs in the laws; 
chiefly in the Ceremonial 3 and ma- 
keſt thy boaſt of God, as having God, 
in having Abraham to be your Fa- 
ther; like that, The Temple of the 
Lord, The Temple of the Lord. 

Ver. 19. And art confident thou 
art a guide, an inſtructor of the 
Fooliſh, eſpecially in ceremonial ſer- 
vices and traditions; but thou ne- 
glecteſt the weighty matters of the 
Law , thou liveſt looſly and wick- 
edly, and yet counteſt it enough 
thou art a Jew, and ſo a worthy 
deſerving man. 

ver. 25. Circumciſion and ſuch 
things wauld' profit, or however 
would have profited; if you did 
ſincerely obey the Moral Law, if 
you did walk in that inward holi- 
neſs that ſuch things as Circumci- 
ſion obliged you to. But if thou - 
live wickedly, thou art no more 


..a truly worthy perſon, than the 


Gen- 
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Gentiles that live wickedly. 

Per. 26. And if the uncircumci- 
ſion, the. Gentiles, be converted 
and keep the righteouſneſs of the 
law, live holily, do that which 
circumcilion obliged you to, they 
ſhall be accounted the circumciſed 
men, the better men. 

Ver. 28, For he is not a Jew, a 
worthy man, who 7s only ſo inſuch 
externals; zezther 3s that the avail- 
able thing to be circumciſed in the 
fleſh. V.29. But he is rather the 
excellent man, and he 1s appro- 
ved of God, who is circumciſed in 
heart. And though this be looked 
on as nothing by you, and fuch as 
you, in compariſon of outward 
circumciſion , yet. his praiſe 3s of God 
God eſtecms him, and approves 
him, though of grace. And this, 
as he had told us before in- this 
Chapter ( wot the hearers but 
the doers of the Law ſhall be juſti- 
\ fied, in the day when he ſhall judg all 
men according to the Goſpel) 1s the 
conditiva of juftincation and fal- 
vation, 


* 
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vation, and not the outward. 

Chap. 3.v.1. What advantage then 
was there to the Fews 9 and what 
profit of circumciſion & 

Ver. 2. Much every way; it taught 
you and obliged you to this in- 
ward holineſs ; but chiefly, becauſe to 
them were committed the oracles of 
God; you had great helps that o- 
thers wanted. For what though you . 
Jived wickedly? this doth not hin- 
der but that theſe things did in their 
own nature ſtir up , teach, and ob- 
lige you to holineſs. 

Ver. 9. But what, were not we 
Jews better than the Gentiles, ſo 
as they to be finners, and we holy 
worthy men? No; we confets on all 
hands, the Gentiles were great (in- 
ners, and ſo I will prove from the 
Scripture were the Jews alſo. Noze 
righteous, no mot one; none that doth 
good: their throat is an open ſepul- 
cher. 

Ver. 19, Now whatever the Law 
faith , it ſaith to them under the Law; 
that is, whatever the Scripture 

ſpeak 
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ſpeaketh, it ſpeaketh of them that 
lived in Scripture-places; and this 
was Written by David .a Jew, and 
ſo he meant it of the wickedneſs of 
the Jews, 

So that all are finners.'and under 
condemnation , you Jews as well as 
others, whatever your thoughts are 
to the contrary. And x9 fiſh can be 
juſtified in his fight by the deeds of 
the law, no man (ſhall be juſtifhed 
as being a man that deſerves1t, or 
as having no need to have his fin 
pardoned, fo as his juſtification to 
be of debt, and not tobe of grace, 
favour, and pardon, 

Ver. 25. But thus man's juſtificati- 
on comes about; God hath ſet torth 
Chriſt a Propitiation , fince all are 
ſinners 3 and God juſtifieth men by 
this, for his ſake pardoning their 
ſins. 

Ver. 27. Where zs boaſting then 2 
it 3s excluded; but is not excluded 
by the Law of Works: for if a 
man was juſtified that way, he 
might boaſt, God pardoned him no- 


thing 3 
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thing 3 but by this Law of Faith, 
by this Goſpel-way of pardoning 
ſinners without merits or ſtrict Law- 
righteouſneſs, And therefore the 
Gentiles may be ſaved if they be- 
come Chriſtians, and have this heart- 
circumciſion ( though they have not 
theſe outward priviledges . which 
you account things of ſuch great 
worth)Godpardoning their ſins upon 
their believing the Goſpel, and ha- 
ving their hearts purified by it, which 
you account ſuch low ignoble 
things. 

Chap. 4. This Chapter 1s account- 
ed by the oppouſers of the doQrine 
I taught, to have the greateſt ap- 
pearance againſt it 3 but I ſhall ma- 
niteſt, it doth not in the leaſt op- 
pole it. The defign of this Chap- 
ter, as you will ſee, is to.prove the 
whole buſineſs, That the Gentiles 
may be juſtified and ſaved by grace 
and pardon of fin, upon their turn- 
ing trom idolatries, and believing 
and obeying the Goſpel, without 
Circumcition; and he proveth it by 

this 
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this argument, viz. Abraham was a 
finner , and was not juſtified for 
any Original righteouſneſs, as ha- 
ving never ſinned; nor for any me- 
ritorious works or priviledges of 
his that in Juſtice deſerved the re- 
ward, by making ſatisfaction for his 
| ſins ( for that would ſtill be of debt 
from natural Law and Equity ; if 
a man could do ſomething after 
great Crimes that ſatisfies for them 
all, it would be ſo of Juſtice to 
acquit him, as not to be of Graces 
it would however be, as the Apo- 
{tle expreſſeth it, «5 4Z teyuv riue, 45 8 
were by the works of the law, Rom. 
9.31. as it were by the works of 
the Law : though not wholly or al- 
together, yet in a fort, or as it were. 
They that grant they are ſinners, 
and yet ſuppoſe they make amends 
by ſome ſtri&& obſervance , ſo that 
it would be hard and ſevere if God 
ſhould condemn them , do eſteem 
their ſalvation due, as it were, by the 
works of the Law , they eſteem it 
not of grace. But when it is ſaid, 

Abra- 
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Abraham was juſtified; the meaning 
is, he was pardoned; andif fo, God 
may. juſtifie the Gentiles on that 
manner,” viz. by pardoning them. 


Ver. 1. Shall we ſay that Abraham 
found (3.e. all that kindneſs , fa- 
vour, and juſtification ) froz the 
fleſh, 3. e. from works, as we ſee in | 
the following verſe ? for xd]? oye, 
according to the fleſh; 1s in the fol- | 
lowing verle repeated and expoun- | 
ded by iz tywr, by works. So Gal. Þ 
3. 3» made perfe® by the fleſh, he | 
expounds v. 2, 5. by the works of the | 
law; and ſo, by the fleſh, may ſignifie | 
unſinning obedience tothe law, or, by 
the fleſh, might be meant ſome ſuch 
meritorious priviledges as thoſe the 
Jews boaſted of; for Ph31. 3.3. 4. in 
expounding what is meant by the 
Beſb, he reckons up Hebrew of He- 
brews , circumciſed the eighth day, a 
Phariſee. We may here underſtand 
either, but rather both;. for his ar- 
guing excludes both equally. 


Ver, 
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Ver. 2. No ſure. For if he was 
juſtified in ſuch a way by the law of 
works, as having never been a fin- 
ner 3 or by ſome high merits deſer- 
ving ſuch things from God , then he 
had whereof to boaſt, and ſay he 
was not pardoned, and that his ju- 
| ſtification was of merit, and not of 
grace. But not before God, i.e. but he 
could not boaſt and ſay, God never 
pardoned his fins; and that he was 
one of ſuch worth and merits, that 
whatever God did for him, was due 


debt , whatever glorying he might 


make of his innocency toward 
men. 
Ver. 3. He proves it from Scrip- 
ture, that Abraham could not thus 
boaſt : What ſaith the Scripture 9 A- 
braham believed God, and it was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs. 
Now this very word | counted | pro- 
veth this fully, that ir was not due 
debt from God ; and alſo, that his 
believing did not merit it. For the 
word [| counting } is like the Law- 
word [| acceptilatio ] , which word 
X 2 [ accep- 


IJ 
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[ acceptilatio |} 1s uſed in ſuch caſes as 
when a man accepts from his deb- 
tor a penny for a hundred pound, 
and acquits him upon it. So this 
very word implieth that his belie- 
ving was ſo low a thing, as not to 
be any way meritorious of thoſe 
great things God rewarded him 
with upon it. He lays all the ſtreſs 
( as you will ſee by the following | 
verſes) upon this word [| counted ] 
that it Hhgnifieth graciouſly acquitted | 
him , and not as a juſt man that de- } 
ſerved It, 
Ver. 4. If Abraham had been a |; 
man of high merits and deſerts, or | 
his faith any thing meritorious, it } 
would not have been ſaid, God ac- i 
counted ir, which (ignifies God gra- ? 
cioully accounted it : For to him that | 
worketh, i.e, that meritech by his | 
works; the reward is rechaned of | 
debt, and not reckoned of grace, as 
this word fignifieth. This very word 
implies, that God might juſtly have 
refuled to have juſlified him upon | 
his belleving. This is the ſame ar- | 
gument | 
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oument with that, Rom. 11. 6. If it 
be of grace, then it is not of works, 
ze. of meritorious works 5 other- 
wiſe grace is not grace and mercy : 
but if it be of works, 1. e. merito- 
rious works, then it is no more of 
grace and mercy, elſe works 3s not 
works 3 that is , merit is not merit, 
merit doth not deſerve 3; which is a 
contradiction. 

Ver. 5. ---Counted it to him for 
righteouſneſs, It cannot be ſaid that a 
man's believing, or repenting , or 
any other duty, is counted, that is, 
graciouſly counted for righteoul- 
neſs, excepr the man be. and theſe 
things be void of merit. There- 
fore it implies, That Abraham be- 
lieved one that juſtified -an ungod- 
ly \man, an undeſerving man , a ſin- 
ner, a man unjuſt: juſtified a man in 
the ftri& ſenſe of the law unjuſt, by 
pardoning his fins, bis unrighteouſ- 
neſs. Yea, it is probable, that by the 
word | angodly } inthis verſe, is im- 
plied, that Abraham was once an I- 
dolater as the Gentiles are. This 

R 3 plain» 
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plainly proves , his juſtification was 
by pardon of fin; and that he was 
a man God might juſtly have refu- 
ſed to have thus juſtified; and that 
he was not righteous in God's fight, 
in the primary, ſtri&, and proper- 
eſt ſenſe of the word, but meerly of 
grace and pardon. 

Ver. 6. And David fully pro- 
veth this, in his deſcribing bleſſed- 
neſs, and wherein it lies: tor he ta- 
keth for granted, that bleſſedneſs 
comes not by unſinning obedience, 
or meritorious works, which are in- 
conliſtent with pardon; elſe he 
would have ſaid, Blefled are they {| 
that never ſinned, or have made full | 
ſatisfaction ſor their ſins: But he *' 
tells us it lies 1n not imputiog 1ni- | 
quityz and imputing, accounting 
righteouſneſs, is nothing elſe but 
pardon of fin; imputing righteouſ- 
neſs, and not 1mputing fin, are all 
one, and fignifie the ſame 3 becauſe 
to impute or account righteous, 
ſngnifieth, as he proved before, gra- 
ciouſly to imputezand that can be no- 

| | thing 
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thing but pardon of ſin: and ſo the 
meaning is, God pardoned Abra- 


harm's fin upon his believing God. 


W hich ſheweth, he was no ſuch wor- 
thy man as you think your ſelves, ſo 
as to need no forgiveneſs. 

Fer. 9. Now will this bleſled- 
neſs of Juſtification come only on 
you Jews? Are not the wicked Gen- 
tiles capable of it, if they turn from 
fin and Idols to God, and believe his 
teſtimony of his Son, and obey him, 
though they never be circumciſed ? 
for we ſay. his faith was reckoned for 
righteouſneſs : 1t was not from his 
worthineſs, but by pardon of his 
lin upon believing. 


Ver. 10. He yet improveth this - 


Scripture-citation as further cogent, 
' thus: Was this juſtification confer- 
red on Abrahaz: when he was cir- 
cumciſed, or when he was uncircum- 
ciſed 2 You will find this was ſaid 
concerning Abraham before he was 
circumciſed, when he was as yet uncir- 
cumciſed, when he could not pre- 
tend to this high meritorious pri- 

X 4 viledg 
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viledg you boalt of, viz. Circumci- 
fion; but when he was as the Gen- 
tile-believers now are, that are con- 
felledly void of ſuch accompliſh- 
ments. Why may not they there- 
fore be juſtified in ſuch a Goſpel- 
way as he was, having their fin par- | 
doned through the Propitiation, up- 
on their only believing and obeying 
the Goſpel? For though you look 
upon Faith and Obedience as low 
things in compariſon of Circumci- 
fion ; yet theſe were graciouſly ac- 
cepted from him by God, and his 
ſins pardoned thereon 3 and why may 
they not be accepted from them, 
without meritorious works, if it be 
granted ſuch are ſo, which you ac- 
count ſo? 

Ver. 11. And he received the ſign 
of circumciſion , the ſeal of the righ- 
teouſneſs of the faith which he had 
being uncircumciſed, that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumciſed, that 
righteouſneſs might be imputed unto 
them alſo, | 

I ſhall 


I ſhall here take a liberty not al- 
lowed me by my deſigned method, 
to ſpeak largely of theſe words, be- 
cauſe they are difficult, and there is 
a ſtrange diſagreement about the 
meaning of them. 


The words that theſe are coup- 
led unto, are theſe, It was connied 
to him in uncircumciſion 3 then fol- 
lows, and he received the ſign of cir- 
cnmciſion. 

And, that is, and then, or, and 
after, it is ordinal, as It is fre- 
quently, 

The ſign of circumciſion, or Sacra- 
ment of Circumciſion; it 1s an ordi- 
nary manner. of ſpeaking, the gerz- 
tivus ſpeciez as we ule to ſay, the ſa- 
crament of Baptiſm , for the ſacra- 
ment Baptiſm; 19, the ſign of Cir- 
cumciſton , tor the ſign O— 
and Beza faith he found it ſo, in 
the Accuſative caſe, in an ancient 
Copy. 

By receiving the ſign of circum- 


cifion, is not only or chiefly meant 
his 
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his receiving it in his body, though 
he did fo; but his receiving it in the 
inſtitution or law of it from God, 
as John may be faid to have recei. 
ved baptiſm, being the firſt to whom 
It was delivered by God, as an Or- 
dinance, to be by him as a Miniſter 
adminiſtred. 

And as Aoſes is ſaid ( AGs 7. 28.) 
to receive the lively oracles of Godto 
giveto the Jewsz and John. 7. 22, 
Moſes gave unto you circumciſion, 1. e. 
the Ordinance of it. Without doubt 
he is ſaid here to receive circumcifi- 
on in the ſenſe that God is ſaid (4Fs 
7.8.)to give him the covenant of cir- 
eumciſion, not in the ſenſe wherein he 
gave it to himſelf, circumciſed him- 
ſelf. Igrant it doth connote ſecon- 
darily his receiving it in his body, 
yet ſtill as in the law and ordi- 
nance of it, ſo as to begin it to 0- 
thers. And that which makes it fur- 
ther appear to be ſo meant, is this, 
becauſe the ſtreſs of his becoming 
the father of all that believe,&c. ſeem- 


eth to be laid here; For if it ſhould 
have 
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have the other ſenſe, all circumei- 
ſed might on the ſame account be 
called Fathers of them that believe, 
And elſe it is probable the Apoſtle 
would have uſed the ordinary word 
FEetTS7pii]as , and have {aid he was 
circumciſed, and not , he received 
circumciſion. Abraham was honour- 
ed by God to be the firſt receiver 
of this Inſtitution, Indeed the 'pro- 
miſe or covenant that this ſealed, 
had been made known to the world 
long before, viz. That whoſoever of 
faln man ſhould repent and believe 
God, and obey him fincerely, ſhould 
be ſaved: and all that were juſtifi- 
ed before Abraham, were jultified 
by this law of grace made in the 
blood of Chriſt: but Abraham was 
the firſt that received from God this 
viſible ſeal to confirm it to the 
world. | ; 

The ſeal of the rightsouſneſs of the 
faith, rk he bad AEES 
ciſed. Theſe words ſeem an exege- 
tical Parenthelis, or a Parenthetical 
explication of the former words, re- 

| ceived 
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ceived the ſign of circuraciſion. For 
theſe words, that he might be the fa- 
ther, ſeem to have their dependance 
on, and reſpeC@t to, the former words, 
received the fign of circumciſion. In 
theſe words here is a definition of 
that, and alſo of every other Sacra- 
mental Inſtitution. Circumciſion is 
called a ſign or token of the Cove- 
nant, Gez.17.11. and It 1s called fi- 
ouratively the Covenant, v. 10. and 
AGs 17.8, even as the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper is alſo called 
the Covenant; This is the new cove- 
nant in my blood; that is, the ſign or 
ſeal of the Covenant tounded in my 
blood, 

By the faith of Abraham is not 
here to be underſtood that perſo- 
nal individual faith which he had ; 
but a faith of that ſort or kind, 
which he had, even in ſuch a ſenſe 
as that faith which dwelt firſt in his 
Grandmother Lozs, and Mother Ex- 
2ice, is ſaid to dwell in Timothy, to 
wit, not the ſame individual ag- or 
habit, but a faith of the ſame fort 

OI 
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or ſpecies, 7. e. faith unfeigned, as 
he explains it , 2 Tim. 1-5. and fo 
theſe words , the faith of Abraham, 
(ver. 16. of this Chapter ) muſt 
neceſſarily be underſtood to this 
ſenſe. 

Again, Circumciſion 1s not faid by 
the Apoſtle to be a ſign or ſeal of 
his faith, or any one's elſe; no,that 
is a miſtake; though I know in a- 
nother ſenſe Circumciſion was, and 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are, 
a ſeal or ſeals of mens faith or reſti- 
pulation, viz. as they are mens ſeals. 
We receiving them, engage and pro- 
fels we do reſtipulate and oblige 
our ſelves to perform faith, the con- 
dition, and ſeal it by receiving the 
elements: We ſo ſeal, as hereby to 
oblige our ſelves , and ro be guilty 
of falſhood in the Covenant if we 
do not perform. Yea, he that is bap- 
tized while an Infant, is a debtor to 
the Goſpel, as well as he that was 
circumciſed when an Infant, was a 
debtor to the Law. But this is not 
meant here; for this definition ſpeak- 

| eth 
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eth only of Circumcifion as God's 
ſeal, and God doth not ſeal that a- 
ny man believeth reſtipulateth; he 
ſealeth only what he faith and te- 
ſtifieth, to wit, his own part of the 
Covenant, He no where teſtifieth, 
that this or that man believeth; 
but that if he do, he ſhall be ſa- 
ved. I (ay, it is not ſaid to be a 
ſeal of his faith, but of the righte- 
ouſueſs of his faith, of that faith 
IT 4 had _ A: ene of 
{ach a kind of faith. That 1s, itis a 
ſign or ſeal of juſtification upon con- 

- dition of believing as he did while 
uncircumciſed. It is a ſeal of the 
truth of this Covenant or Promiſe, 
and of God's faithfulneſs in ſtand- 
ing to it. He that believeth with 
ſuch a kind of working-faith, ſhall 
be juſtitted and ſaved ; or, to ſpeak 
more properly, he that believeth 
and obeyeth as Abraham: did. 

It was indeed a ſeal of the righ- 

| teouſneſs of Abraham's faith (ſubje- 
Gively and individually taken) but 
not as his faith ; elſe it would ſeal 
righ- 
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righteouſneſs and juſtification to 
none elſe, upon ſuch a faith as 


his. Though it did ſeal his Juſtifica- 


tion, he having that fort of faith 
the general promiſe was made to 5 
yet it did not ſeal his juſtification 
primarily, but only conſequentially, 
vis, by ſealing the general oct 
It did not ſeal juſtification to his 
faith as hisz but as true, unfeign- 
ed, or faith of ſuch a fort, ſuch an 
operative, obediential one, as the 
Promiſe was made to, which was 
ſealed. It would have ſealed that 
thing it did ſeal (that promiſe, he 
that ſo believeth ſhall be ſaved ;, he 
that believeth with ſuch a kind of 
faith as is deſcribed by being called 
the faith which Abraham had being 


uncircumciſed ) whether Abraham. 


had believed or no: for, that he 
believed, was, as we uſe to fay, con- 
tingent or accidental to the thing 
ſealed. I know fome Anabaptiſts,to 
elude arguments drawn trom hence, 
would have it a ſeal of the righ- 
teouſneſs of Abraham's faith _ 
an 


- 
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| / and that it was fo to noneellſe; in- 


terpreting it to this ſenſe, to wit, 
That it was given as a reward to 
him, a great and ſignal beltever,and 
others were circumciſed upon other 
accounts. But if this was the - mean- 
ing, we might as well call every 
great bleſſing (which he had as a 
reward of his faith, as having chil- 
dren in his old age, deliverance 
trom dangers and diftculties , and 
conquering enemies, which were g1- 
ven to him as rewards of his faith, 
and tokens of God's love) a ſeal of 
the righteouſneſs of his faith, and a 
ſign or token of. the Covenant, as 
this is called, Ger. 17. 11. and as 
the Rain-bow is called a fign or 
—_— of another Covenant, Gez. 
9. 8. | 

Now it Circumciſion was not a 
ſeal of Abrahams faith at all, nora 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of Abra- 
baw's faith as his ( as hath been, and 
might further be made apparent) but 
of the righteouſneſs of ſuch a kind 
of faithas his was; then it Oy 

an 
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and eſjentially follows, that it was 


+ a ſeal or confirming-ſign of this do- 


arine, covenant, or promiſe, made 
to the whole world, That whoſoe- 
ver of faln man ſhould believe God 
as Abraham did , ſhould be righte- 
ous , treated by God as righteous; 
be juſtified , pardoned, rewarded, 
bleſſed, (theſe words are promiſcu- 
oully uſed ) whether he be circumci- 
ſed or not; and ſo the Apoſtle faith 


' In the latter part of the verſe , that 


righteouſneſs might be imputed to them 
alſo that believe, though not circum- 
ciſed. For that he be circumciſed, 
is ſo alien from the promiſe, as to be 
no part of the condition : for elſe 
Circumciſion had ſealed an untruth, 
if a man that ſhould perform the 
condition, ſhould not be juſtified 
though -he be uncircumciſed. 
And indeed, ſince Baptiſm 1s a ſeal 
of the ſame, viz. of juftification or 
remiſſion of ſins upon repentance, 
and bringeth forth fruits meer and 
ſuitable, as is faid of Johx's Baptiſm 
(and fure you will grant the faith 
| requi- 
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required in thoſe days was included 
in the word ARepentance): And the 
Lord's Supper is a ſeal of the ſame 
New Covenant made in Chriſt's 
blood, called alſo the Goſpel which 
the Apoſtles were fent to preach. 
And the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, He hath 
made ws able Miniſters of the New 
Covenant, 2 Cor. 2.6. and we lee 
what that Covenant is, Rom.19.6,8, 
The word of faith which we (that 1s, 
he and other Apoſtles) preach - the 
law of taith is this, If thou believe, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Since , Iſay, this 
is the tenour of that which Baptiſm j 
and the Lord's Supper ſeal , if men 
believe and obey the Goſpel , they ſhall 
be ſaved ; it doth demonſtrably alſo 
iollow, that if a man did perform 
tre Goſpel-condition, the condition 
ot that Covenant whereof Baptiſm 
15 a ſea], he would be juſtifted and 
iaved whether he were baptized or 
no, whether he received the Lords 
Supper or not (as our Divines uſe 
to prove againſt the Papilts ), elfe 
they did {cal an untruth, And iurely 

none 
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none will deny, but thoſe holy An- 
cients we read of in the primitive 
time of Chriſtianity , who terrified 
through an Error taught by ſome, 
(viz. That there was no remiſſion 
for (fins committed after it ) deferred 
Baptiſm till toward their death, 
were juſtifted before Baptiſm; and 
they that ſo delayed, as todye with- 
out it, were yet ſaved by virtue of 
the Goſpel-promiſe which it ſeals: 
IF it it ſeal this, He that beliewveth 
in the Goſpel ſenſe, that is, believeth 
and obeyeth the Goſpel, ſhall be ſa- 
ved; then it evidently follows, that 
the receiving the feal is no part of 
the condition , nor neceſlary with 
this kind of neceſſity as the conditi- 
on. Though could ſhew you how 


it may indiretly, and quaſe poſili- 


minio jure , come to be neceſlary to 
the condition; and alſo how it Is 
direftly neceſſary upon other ac- 
counts'; not only neceſſitate precepts, 
but by way of accommodation, to 
work, preferve, and encereaſe the 
condition, and to comfort and atlure, 

Ty And 
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And the Obje&ion here ariſing 
1s incon{iderable, viz. That one that | 
ſhould reiuſe to be baptized ( ha- 
ving never been baptized before ) 
and to receive the Lords Supper, 
cannot have the condition. For 
though in ordinary circumſtances in | 
our days, wherein there 1s much 
light, and ſach things are made 
plain; it would be next to an im- 
poſhbility that a man ſhould heartily 
believe all Fundamentals; and be 
heartily willing, and earneſtly de- 
lirous, to obey God and Chriſt in 
every command, to the beſt of his 
knowledg., and 'yet through ſome 
£170r retuſe the Sacrament; yet ſuch 
: thing it may be is poſlible : for 
v2u will not be fo uncharitable as 


 e9 deny this of thoſe Ancients, Ec- 


clefialitical Hiſtory tells us of. But 
however, let it be granted that this 
cannot be ( as it is indeed certain it 
cannot be in ordinary caſes ; for it 
would be ordinarily a wiltul know- 
iog refuſal to ſubmit to Chriſt's rule 
and dominion, which indeed is per- 

tectly 


E -* 
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fetly inconfiſtent with performing 
the Goſpel-condition) yet this doth 
not oppoſe this hypotheſis, for it 
ſpeaketh only on ſuppotlition , If a 
man were a truly believing and (in- 
cerely obedient one, who ſhould 
thus refuſe to comply with theſe be- 
neficial commands, he would be ju- 
ſtifted and ſaved. And by the way 
you may obſerve, that which may 
be very helpful to you for the un- 
derſtanding theſe and many other 
things, viz. this, the difference bee 
tween that which is neceſſary as a 
condition of a promiſe, and that 
which is not a condition ,, but 1s ne- 
ceſlary upon ſome other account 3 
you may ſay of any performance 
that is not a condition of a pro- 
miſe, That if he perform it not, he 
will yet have right, ſo he do but 


perform the condition, though he 


cannot perform the condition with= 
. out performing this thing. And coa- 
ſequently , if any ſhould deny (in- 
cere obedience to be a condition of 
juſtification , he muſt ſay ( or he ig- 

1 3 norantly 
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norantly contradicts himſelf ), That 
if a man ſhould believe, though he 
did reſolve, never to obey, he muſt 
be juſtifked and ſaved, though it 
ſhould be granted he cannot believe 
without obeying. 

The Apoſtle here hath proved, 

T hat Circumcition 1s fo far from be- 
ing meritorious, as the Jews held, 
that it was not ſo much as a condi- 
tion neceſlary to juſtification. And 
though it might be obje&ed here by 
the Jews , But why are not the be- 
lieving-Gentiles then circumciſed 
upon thoſe other accounts? Yet here 
is enough ſaid for the preſent ſcope 
in proving juſtitication may be had 
without itz and this is anſwered by 
the Apoltlein other places: and al- 
ſo they might ealily anſwer them- 
ſelves, knowing there was another 
ſeal inſtituted inſtead of 1t, vis. Bap- 
tim, called the circumciſion of Chriſt, 
Col. 2.11. BE 1 
| am ſenſible that I have let my | 
Pen run out of my deſigned ſhort 
method, thinking thete words need- 
tul 
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ful to be underſtood, to rectific ma- 
ny vulgar miſtakes, and to give 
light to theſe and other contro- 
verſies. : 

If any diſlike what is here ſpo- 
ken, or do not underſtand me, or 
think I contradict my ſelf 3 they 
may pals this over , as being ſome- 
thing alien, and only read this fol- 
lowing, which 1s enough to my main 
delign. | 
What pretence have any from 
this place to maintain, That repen- 
tance or obedience are not neceſ{a- 
ry to juſtification or right to Hea- 
ven, or that they are not included 
in the word Faith? May we not 
ſay or Circumciſion, that it was, as 
Baptiſm is, a ſeal of remiſſion of 
fins upon repentance and faith? was 
it not a ſeal of this promiſe, He that 
repenteth , believeth, and obeyeth, 
walketh in the ſteps that Abrahart 
walked in, ſhall be ſaved? Yet that 
you miſtake not ſome words IT have 
here uſed, take notice, That whenT 


ule theſe words, ſuch a kind of faith 
FT 4 as 
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a Abraham's, an operative faith ; 1 
orant I ſpeak vulgarly, cultomari- 


\ Iy, and improperly. and not natu- 


rally and ſtrictly uſing the word 
[ Faith } for that which 1s properly 
ſo called : for 1 know, that it is not 
of the eſſence of faith to be opera- 
tive or not operative; the effe& is 
no part of the cauſe; nor doth 7z- 
gredi definitionem ; it 1s not the divi- 
lion geveris in ſpecies ſuas , but ſub- 
je@i per adjunGa, or cauſe per effe- 


- Gus. Sowhen we ſpeax of operative 


knowledg, we mean by it ſomething 
more than knowledg, yea ſomething 
that is not knowledg, but that know- 
ledg produceth, For all that is (tri&- 
Iy and properly knowledg . that is 
underſtood in this phraſe , opera- 
tive krowledg, may be in a wicked 
man. If you ſhall obj-& , But mot 
fo clear a knowledg or faith; Let that 
be as It will, true or taile, the degtee 
doth not alter theſpecics. Sothat if 
I would have ſpoken ſtrictly and 
properly , T ſhould have ſaid. He that 
bericuith and obegeth with that kind 


of 
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of faith and obedience that Abraham 
did, ſhall be juſtified. T his I could 
make plain; but it is not my bufineſs 
here. to prove, but my deſignis only 
to anſwer, thinking I have proved 
ſufficiently already. But to proceed 
with the words. 

That he might be the father of all 
them that believe , 


though * not cireumei- go expoBusiag , non ob- 


ſtanre przputio. Are huic 


ſed, that righteouſneſs ſimile, x Pet. 3. 20. Oto 


; anime ſervatz ſunt I; 
might ' be imputed *0 5 3\fog, per medias aquas, 
them alſo. That he vel, non obſtantibus : & 
might be the Father, ſorſan illud, 1 Tim. 2. ult. 


owlnos]oar Sid Tis Jexroye- 
&c. Theſe words ſeem ,j,,, {ervabitur, non ob- 


to have reference to ſtante puerperio: nec ab- 
the words before the file cotnoda os Sis 
. NUpbs y I COre 3. 25» 

exegetical parenthelis, 

viz, theſe, and he received the ſign 

of circumciſion The meaning is, his 

taiths azd then. or, and afterward, 

he received- the honour from God 

to have this gn firſt given to him, 

to uſe himſelf fur his comfort, and 

to tranſmit to others, vis. his poſte- 

rity, and thoſe that ſhould concor- 

porate wita them, to ſeal this, that 

wholoever ſhould do as he did, 
ſhould 
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ſhould be juſtified ; that he might be 
the father, that is, an eminent ex. 
ample, or prime pattern of the ju- 


ſtification of others : for in this, the 


Apoſtle ſeemeth in this place to lay 
the ſtreſs of his Fatherhood®Sin his 
being a copy of the juſtification of 
others, as appears by theſe words 
following , viz. That righteouſneſ; 
might be impnted to them alſo, whe- 
ther circumciſed or not. If we ſhal]} 
go further, and ſay, There may be 
included this alſo, That God's te- 
ſtification of his being juſtified on 
his believing, and his having this 
honour, to have this Ordinance firſt 
given to him, to ſeal, that whoſoe- 
ver walked in his (teps ſhould. be 
juſtified; and the great exemplari- 
neſs of his faith, that. all theſe to- 
gether are as a moral Cauſe obje- 
tively influential to make him a fe- 
cund cauſative exemplar, to beget 
many children of his faith, te cauſc 
them to walk in his ſteps, that they 
may be juſtified as he was. This 1s © 


truth ; but either is no part of his 
mean- 
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meaning 3 or, if it be, alſo conno- 
teth in the phraſe ( as it is likely it 
is) it ſeemeth not tobe inſiſted on 
here by the Apoſtle, as his chief 
meaning of his being a father ; but 
' this only or chiefly, his being a 
prime firſt patyern of the juſtificati- 
on both of the Gentile and Jewiſh 
believers. I think, I could ſhew you 
great inconſiſtencies and inconveni- 
encies in any other explication of 
this verſe, ſetting the prefent con- 
troverlie afide. And becauſel uſe to 
think I cannot ſpeak very intelligi- 
bly in ſuch things without an in- 
ſtance, I will here give you one : 
Suppoſe a great King ſhould give to 
an offender that hath pleaſed him 
by ſome exploits, a Livery to be 
worn by him and his Family, 1n to- 
ken, to ſeal and oblige himſelf to, 
and aſlure others of, this promiſe, 
That whatſoever offender or offen- 
ders ſhall do as he did (before his 
receiving of it ) he or they ſhall be 
acquitted from all penalties. Here, 
I. The firſt receiving this Livery to 
be 
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| be wornby him and his, is given as 


a reward to him (and not by way 
of ſealing) and as a peculiar token 
of the Royal favour; and the ſame 
may be ſaid of his exploits being 
mentioned in the promiſe to deſcribe ' 
the condition by : For it is to re- 
ward and caſt an honour on him, to 
make them a pattern to others. 
Theſe two agree to none elſe 3 and 
therefore herein muſt the father- 
hoad lye. 2. As a ſeal of the pro- 
mile, his Livery ſealeth his particu- 
lar acquittal only ſecondarily, even 
by ſealing the general promiſe pri- 
marily and immediately, viz. That 
whoever do as he did, ſhall be ac: 
quitted, whether they have the Li- 
very or no. That it is more aſſu- 
ring and comforting, &c. to his Fa- 
mily, having the Livery , and per- 
forming the condition, [ grant, bui 
paſs it by as alien. 3. The King bz 
thus honouring him, by giving hin 
this Livery as a reward, and alſo i 
giving him it firſt, and alſo as: 
ſeal, with this fignification , thai 

whoſo 
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whoſoever ſhall do ſuch exploits, ec. 
& alſo by making his exploits the pat- 
tern the regula and zerſura, hath put 
this honour on him, to make him as it 
were a father of all after thus ac- 
quitted, as receiving this honour to 
be the firſt and chief pattern of the 
acquitting of all that do as hedid, 
they being acquitted after him in 
like manner only as he was, 4. He 
may alſo be called a cauſative fa- 
ther (in the ſenſe I have explained 
it ) of men after him doing as he. 
did , and conſequently being acquit- 
ted as he was, his exploits being 
morally influential to incline men to 
attempt to expreſs and copy them 
out , becauſe fo taken Notice of by 
the King, as to be propounded by 
him to notifie what kind and what 
manner of exploits they muſt be 
that this acquittal is promiſed to. 


Firſt, A father or pattern of the 
manner of the juſtification of the 
Gentile-Chriſtians, repreſenting,that 
as he was graciouſly pardoned, not 
juſtified 
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juſtified for any worthineſs of his 
own, being a ſinner, and an idola- 
ter; but pardoned upon his belie- 
ving and obeying God, and follow- 
ing his call, yea while uncircumci- 
ſed : fo may the idolatrous nncir- 
cumciſed Gentiles, that have none 
of the outward priviledges you 
Jews boaſt of , be received into fa- 
vour upon their turning from their 
idolatates, and believing and obey- 
ing the Goſpel; and fo he is their 
father. 


Per. 12. And fecondly , A father 
or pattern of the manner of the 
juſtification of us Jews, that have 
theſe outward priviledges, in that 
we mult be juſtified as he was. He 
was indeed circumciſed as we are; 
but his juſtification was not by that, 
or any merit of that; but the con- 
dition of his juſtification was his 
heart-=circumcilion, his believing, o- 
beying, fearing God; and ſo muſt 
be, and always was the juſtification 


of any Jew, not by, or by the me- 
rit 
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rit of any outward priviledges, but 


by God's pardoning their great ſins 
in a Goſpel-way, upon their heart- 
circumciſion, or walking in the ſteps 
of that faith of our father Abraham. 


Ver. 13. For the promiſe that he 
ſhould be heir of the world, that is, 
have great things , have great tem- 
poral and ſpiritual mercies, Canaar 
and Heaven, the world tocome ty- 
pitted by it , was not made to him 
and his ſeed, that is, fuch as he. obe- 
dient believers ( as you may ſee by 
the places after cited) through the 
law, Obey perfe&ly, and live with- 
out pardon, and ſo notof Goſpel- 
gracez but through the righteoul- 
neſs of faith, by a promiſe of for- 
giveneſs in a gracious Evangelical 
way , upon their repenting , belie- 
ving, obeying God. See Rom. 10. 6. 
what is meant by the righteouſneſs of 
faith, to wit, a law of grace. 


Gal. 3. v.14,15,16,17,18, is a 
place parallel to this, where the 
Cove- 
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Covenant confirmed of God in 
Chriſt to 4brahar and his feed, that 
1s, of an inheritance and bleſſedneſs 
to men walking in the ſteps of his 
faith, is called the promiſe whereby 
he gave the inheritance to Abraham; 
and by his feed there, are meant be- 
lievers, as you may lee plainly by 
v.29. and by Chriſt, 2.16. 1s meant 
Chriſt myſtical, vis. Believers, as Ex- 
 poſitors agree. 

So alſo Heb.9. 15. 4A Mediator of 
the new teſtament, or covenant, that 
they which are called (3. e. eliequ- 
ally called, obedient believers )mzght 
. receive the promiſe of the eternal in- 
heritance. 

Ver. 14. For if only they that arc 
of the law ( that is, they that are 
righteous without pardon, that per- 
fectly obey, ſee Gal. 3. 10. ) be heirs. 
are to have great things, ther faith 
is made void, andthe promiſe made of 
one effeF ; that 1s, then there is no 
place, no reward for faith, repent- 
ance, and turning from {in to God, 
for thoſe that have been ſinners, or 

obey 
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obey not the Law perfe@ly, and 
that implied promiſe , which is im- 
plied in Gods juſtifying Abraham 
upon believing, God not being par- 
tial; bur whoſoever feareth God, and 
worketh righteouſneſs , ſhall be accep- 
ted :,and that promiſe which was 
ſealed in circumciſion, That whoſoe- 
ver ſhould believe and obey. God as he 
did, ſhall find great reward as he did, 
is made of none effect, if men be 
to attain the reward by the Law of 
works without. pardon.: And the 
Law given Four hundred thirty years 
after ( if it require periect obedi- 
ence, fo as to accept nothing leſs). 
hath diſannulled this promiſe. Then 
none can be juſtified unleſs they be 
men of ſuch merits as you ſuppoſe 
ſuch outward obſervances and pri- 
viledges make youz that it is due 
of ſtri& Juſtice, and not from a 
gracious promiſe made to finners. 
And alſo I will ſhew, that you that 
are of the Law, and ſtick to that, 
cannot be juſtified or ſaved, whate- 


ver you think to the contrary, 
VS Ver; 
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Ver. 15. For the law worketh 
wrath: for where there is no law, 
there is no tranſgreſſion. This pro- 
veth whar he aftirmeth before, That 
happineſs comes not by the Mora! 


' Law, and fo neither by any ſubor. 


dinate revelation which is redu- 
Gively comprehended in it 3 not by 
the whole ſyſtem or body of pre- 
cepts given by Moſes, as for in- 
ſtance, by the command of circum- 
ciſion, which redufively belongs to 
the Moral Law, for that is, Obey 
whatever I ſhall any way command 
you, or dye; and none pertefly 0- 
bey. That place Gal. 3. 10. is like 
this; As many 4s are of the works of 
the law (1.e. ſtick to that for juſtt- 
fication ) are wnder a curſe * for it 
written, Curſed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things written in 
the law to do them: Which conſe- 
quence of the Apoſtle's would be 
inconſequent, but that it leans upon 
this implied foundation that none do 
{o, vis, all things written, 
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So here the meaning is this : theſe 
laws, take them as laws and com- 
mands, they only work wrath, and 
make fins more, by multiplying 
commands more, and ſo make the 
Jews more guilty than any, and fur- 
ther from juſtification than any, ha- 
ving more laws, and more clearly 


revealed. A man that would look 


to be juſtifled by exaCt obedience 
to every precept, and will logk for 
no pardon, will find theſe laws will 
be fo far from jultitying him, and 
conferring right to any reward.that 
they work only wrath , and oblige 
him the-more to condemnation. For, 
where there is no law. there is no 
tranſgreſſuon. _— of thele things 
which you Jews finned in omitting, 
would have been no fins , had not 
God thus revealed his will to you 
in ſuch multitudes of commands; 
and others not ſo great (ins. 


Ver. 16, Therefore happineſs 1s 
not by the law, that is, by unlin- 
ning obedience, or making all up by 
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meritorious works; but by faith, 
that is, in a Goſpel-way, by ſome 

romiſe made of pardon to finners, 
called the law of faith; by ſome 
promiſe made to finners (to whom 
juſtification cannot be of debt); up- 
on their repentance, belief, and fin- 
cere endeavour of obedience. And 
it is thus. of faith, that it might be 
of grace and mercy. And it 1s thus 
of tayh, that the promiſe might be 
ſure to all the ſeed. that is, to all that 
walk in the ſteps of Abrahams faith, 
that believe, repent , obey God in 


difficulties, whether they have thoſe 
great priviledges you boaſt of, as 
the Jews; or none ſuch, as the Gen- 
tiles And ſo he 1s the father of us 
all both Jews and Gentiles, 3. e. a 
pattern of cur juſtification ; both, be- 
Ing juſtified the ſame way as he was. 


Ver. 17. As it 3s written, I have 
made thee a father of many nations. 
Either this is a remote meaning of 
theſe words cited ; or it is an allu- 
hve accommodative making uſe of 

this 
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this citation, which ſeemeth frequent 
with this Apoſtle, The meaning 
however of the Apoltle is this: As 
I have received thee into favour up- 
on thy believing me in every thing, 
and obeying and following my call; 
ſo, many of ſeveral Nations, both 
Jews and Gentils. ſhall receive grace 
and fayour, and ble{{erIneſs ;rom me, 
in thus turning from fin, aad belie- 
ving and obeying me, as thou halt, 
and ſa be juſtified ia ſuch a way as 
thou art ; and fo thou ſhalt be their 
Father ,, a prime example or pattern 
of their juſtification, 


Per. 19, 19, 22, 21, He ſheweth 
the faith of Abraham was a preat 
and ſtrong - faith; he believed the 
moſt unlikely things upon God's 
credit 3 believed againſt hope , be- 
lieved God was able to do what he 
promiſed, though never fo unlikely; 
he never conlidered the difficulty : 
It was a faith that carried him out 
to truſt and obey God in every 
thing, So would the Gentiles be- 
T 3 lieve 
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lieve the refurreion of © Chrilt 
( which he compares there to 4bra- 
ham's believing God could quicken 
the dead, the dead womb, and alſo 
dead T/aac, Heb. 11. 19.) and the al- 
moſlt-incredible things of the Go- 
ſpel; and be carried on by ſuch be- 
lief, to obey and follow God and 
Chriſt, notwithſtanding all their ſuf- 
ferings and diſcouragements, they 
may be juſtified and ſaved without 
being circumciſed , and keeping the 
Ceremonial Law, or perfectly the 
Moral Law 3 as he applies this be- 
lief of God's raiſing the dead, to his 
raiſing Chriſt from the dead, v.24. 


Ver. 22. And therefore it was im- 
puted to him for righteouſneſs. That 
18, as I have again and again explain- 
ed it, he was graciouſly accepted 
and acquitted, and rewarded upon 
it , and treated as if he had been 
an innocent juſt perſon, though he 
was not ſo in the {tri ſenſe of the 
law, or natural equity, 


Ver, 


| Chiiſts Satisfaction; 


Ver. 23, 24. Now it was not writ- 
ten for his ſake aloxe that it was in- 
puted to him; but we may make uſe 
of it 3 it was written for ſome great 
end; and therefore ſhewerth, that 
thaugh the Geatiles be unworthy 
*perſans, and have no meritsby ſuch 
priviledges or obſcrvances, as the 
Phariſaical oppoſers of their recep- 
tion ſuppoſe themſelves to have 3 
yet if they do as Abraham did, they 
ſhall fare as he fared; if they be- 
lieve this great difficulty of raifing 
Chriſt from the dead, and carry ſu- 
table to ſuch a faith , righteouſneſs 
ſhall be imputed to them alſo; that 
1s, they ſhall be pardoned, their fins 
ſhall not be imputed to them 5 which 
was the thing to be proved, ns #6 
OAGats 


Chap. 10. v. 11, The Apoſtle re- 
aſſumes the ſame; and here are ſome 
 paiſages ſome may think make againſt 
what I have preached. 

Ver. 2. The Jews have a zeal for 
God, bus nat according to knowleds. 
Z 4 Ver. 
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Ver. 3. For they being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs ( 1. e. his way of 
juſtifying ſinners 'by pardon ) and 
going about to eſtabliſh their own righ- 
teouſneſs ( of perfe&- obedience or 
meritorious works ) have not ſubmit- 
ted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of 
God, that is, God's way of pardon- 
ing finners by the Goſpel , as he ex- 

plains It, wv. 6. | NN. 


Ver. 4. For Chriſt is the end of the 
Law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth. It is to be acknowledged 


that the Law, as every Law, doth 
require as its. end perteq obedience 
Primarily 3 and upon default of that, 
ſeconqgarily the puniſhment of the 
tranſgreſiors. But - Chriſt hath ſatiſ- 
fied this, as much to God's honour 
and 1ts content, as if it had been 
perfectly obeyed, or the penalty ſuf- 
tered by us. And this Propitiati- 
on is for thoſe that believe , that 
perform the Goſpel-condition. So 
that there is no. neceſſity now of 
our unlinning obedience, -or our ma- 
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king fatisfaction by meritorious 
works in order to our juſtification 3 
but only of our performing the Go- 
ſpel-condition : and they are 1gno- 
rant of this way of God. | 


Ver. $. For Moſes deſcribeth the 
righteouſneſs of the law, the Cove- 
nant of Works, the way that they 
tick to for juſtification, thus : That 
the man that doth theſe things, ſhall 
live by them ;, 1. e. without pardon, 
Lev. 18.5. Gal, 3.12. Moſes deſcri- 
beth, that is, thele words of Moſes 
taken in the ſtrict law-ſenie, as a 
law, and in the ſenſe you under- 
ſtand them , repreſent that way you 
ſtick to for juſtification 3 I ſay, re- 
preſent that way. 

_ For it is apparent that thoſe very 
words, and the whole body of the 
Mofaical law, were a Goſpel-cove- 
nant of grace as they were given 
by Moſes, and underſtood , and 
ought-to be underſtood by the peo- 
ple : The meaning was, If youen- 
deayour to do all theſe — 
and 


362 


 TheSzeat Poopitiation : or, 
and lament your falling ſhort, you 
ſhall be juſtified , bleſſed, livez o- 
therwiſe you ſhall periſh. I could 
make this fully apparent, that it was 


Aa gracious Covenant: for it was 


ſpoken to finners, and with ſch 
words, Tam the Lord thy God: and, 
you will obey my voice; and Moſes 


= 
| Clakiech blood, and ſaith, Behold 


the blood of the Covenant 5 which 
Covenant they reſtipulated to, when 
they promiſed to obey his voice; and 
God faith, 7 have heard the words 
of this people, and they have well ſaid 
in all that they have ſaid: which he 


would not have faid, if the mean- 


ing had been, We promiſe to do 
things impoſlible; to make that it 
ſhould beſaid , We never have been 
ſinners, and we will perfetly obey 
In every thing, without the leaſt re- 
miſneſs in thought , word, or deed. 


| But to be ſhort, ſee Mr. Apt. Bur- 
 geſs Vindicie Legis, 24 Led. proving 


by ſix Arguments , That though the 
Law given by Moſes, taken ſtrictly 
and abſtratly as a rule, _— 

| orth 


Chaiſts Satisfaction, 


forth lite on no terms but perfect 
obedience: yet take it as it was gl- 
ven and adminiſtred by Moſes tothe 
people as a Covenant, and ſo it was 
a Covenant of Grace, made 1n the 
blood of Chriſt, promiling juſtifica- 
tion and happineſs upon fincereen- 
deavours of obedience. And Mr. Ba// 
on the Covenant, proveth the ſame 
of theſe very words, atid that the 
people did fo underſtand it, | if you / 
ſincerely endeavour ) and ought ſo 
to underſtand it. So Calvin !. 2. In- 
ſtit. c.9. 

Theſe Jews were for juſtification 
by it meerly as a Law, and {tri& 
Covenant of Works, as if there was 
no juſtication to be expected from 
it , but by reaching the preceptive 
part in every thing; and if ſo, then 
there was an end of the Goſpel 
preached to Abraham; then this 
Law that was 430 years after it, 
would have diſannulled the promiſe 
made of God in Chriſt, That who- 
ſoever ſhould believe, repent, obey 
lincerely, ſhould be ſaved. Where- 


as, 
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as, asit was given by Moſes, it was 
the Law of Grace and Faith, 
as the following verſe ſhews ; the 
ſame for ſubſtance that was made 
to Abraham , and Is now made to 
us; 

But take it asa law, a ſtridt law 
of works, and it is repreſented by 
that , The man that doth theſe things, 
ſhall live by them; which is indeed 
eſſential to every law; any law ju- 
ſtifieth the doers of it; and in this 
ſenſe there can be no juſtification, 
that 1s, juſtification without pardon, 
but by doing every thing: if you 
be guilty of the leaſt omiſſion or 
negligence , you are out of its ju- 
ſtification, and under 1ts condemna- 
tion or curſe. 


Ver. 6. But the righteouſneſs which 
is of faith , ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say 
z0t in thy heart, &c. That is, the te- 
nour of the covenant or law of grace, 


ſpeaketh thus, &*c. 
But now come to the Moſaical 


of 
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of grace to 'be underſtooft with that 
Goſpel-inmis, and moderation, as 
it was given by Moſes, and is ex- 
plained Dext. 3O. 12, 13, 14,@c. 
and in many other places; and you 
will find it is the word of faith which © 
we preach, the fame for ſubſtance 
with it, 

For the Goſpel-rule of juſtifica- 
tion, the righteouſneſs of faith in 
that- Chapter mentioned, faith, Say 
not in thy heart, Who ſhall aſcende 
@*c. that is, Be not now ſollicitous, 
do not perplex your ſelves in ſay- 
ing, Alas I am hopeleſs, for I have 
broken the law; or, I ſhall never 
be able exaftly to obey it for the 
future in every thing : Do not trou- 
ble. your ſelves as it God required 
any thing of you that you could 
not perform , though you was re- 
ally defirous to do it with the pre- 
valling-bent of . your ſoul: for as 
ror thoſe failings which are conliſt- 
ent with this, though they be ins, 
yet they ſhould not cauſe defpair- 
ing trouble : For Chiift by his fatit- 
faction 


366 


The G2eat P2opitiation : or, 


. faQtion hath procured they ſhall not 


hinder your happineſs ; he 1s the 
end of the Law, as was ſaid. But 
all that is required of you for life 
and juſtification, 1s a thing very ea- 
fie, was there but a willing mind, 
God will not require what you have 
not ( as ſome troubled ſouls are apt 
to think) what is fo out of your 
power, that you cannot do it,though 
you fain would; but will, if there 
be a willing mind, accept of what 
you have, ſuch poor ſtnif as our de- 
generate ſtate 1s capable of per- 
torming, if willing. - It 1s now 
brought to your own choice (7 have 
ſet life and death before you, therefore 
chuſe life, v. 19.) you cannot now 
chuſe it on the rerms of 1t, and yet 
mils it. 

Say not in thy heart, Who ſhall aſ- 
ſcend iuto heaven £ as if the obtain- 
ing of juſtification to thee a ſinner, 
was ſuch a thing as could not be come 
by, was ſet before thee on an impol- 
{ible condition ; this is in ette& to 
deny Chriſt is rifea and aſcended in- 
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to Heaven for our juſtification : for, 
to bring Chriſt from Heaven, is to 
do what in thee lies to deny, to hin- 
der his aſcending into Heaven; and 
you do it by this ſaying, which 1s 
virtually to deny he hath finiſhed his 
work; to think you muſt do ſome 
impoſſible thing your ſelves, as, keep 
the law perfectly your ſelves for 
ſalvation. 

Say not, Who ſhall deſcend intothe 
deep £ do ſome impoſſible thing to 
fetch up righteouſneſs and life for us 
fianers, This is in effe&t to deny 
Chriſt to have dyed for our fins: 
What did he dye for, it ſome diff- 
cult impoſſible thing be required 
of us ? 


Ver. 8. But what faith the Goſpel- 
rule of righteouſneſs, the righteoul- 
neſs of Faith? The thing is eafte 
to come by, that is required of 
thee; it is zzigh thee, even in thy 
heart and mouth. And this is the word 
of faith , the Goſpel that we preach; 
do but confeſs with thy mouth , and 
be- 
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believe in thy heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, and carry 
ſuitably to ſuch a belief, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, without the labori- 
ous and innumerable oabſervances of 
the Jews, which they can never per- 
fetly obſerve, whatever they pre- 
tend, and fo can never be juſtified 
their way. EY 


Theſe two it is probable he names 
as the moſt generally difficult parts 
of the Goſpel-condition at that day. 
To believe God hath teſtified hi 
to be the Meſſiah , by railing him 
from.the dead , notwithſtanding al! 
ſcoffs at the refurre&ion, and endea- 
vours to perſwade you to the con- 
traryz and confeſiing him in the 
times of danger and ditticulty,when 
like ta loſe all by it: and many a- 
poltatizing Chriſtians maintained 1t 
was not neceſſary to confeſs , but 
that they might deny him when 
danger approached, ſo they but 
kept their hearts right > which 
icemeth to be implyed in thoſe 
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ironical expreſſions, 1 Cor. 4. 8, 9, 
10,11. | 

Ver. 10. For with the heart man 
believeth nnto righteowſneſs, &c. True 
hearty yeelding to the obedience of 
the Goſpel, 1s enough at firſt for 
juſtification :- but if you would have 
your juſtification ſo to continue, as 
' to reach ſalvation, you muſt hold 
out to the end, in confeſling him, 
though with the danger of your lives. 

Ver. 11. For the Scripture ſaith, 
Whoſaever. believeth on him, ſhall not 
be aſhamed, Ver. 12. For there is 
wo difſerence between the Jew and 
Gentile : For the ſame Lord over all, 
# rich unto all that call upon him. 
Ver. 13. For whoſoever ſhall call on 
the Name of the Lord, (hall be ſa- 
ved. It is all one asif he had ſaid, 
W hofoever believeth, and carrieth 
ſeitably to ſuch belief , ſhall be fa- 
ved; and he uſeth ca/Vizg on God, 
and believing God, promilcuoully 5 
waich would not be ſenſe, it they 
did not mean the fame thing , the 
fame Golpel-conditian, And indeed, 
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as many promilesof Juſtification and 
Pardon are made to Prayer, as.ta Be- 
lievingzbut the meaning is,carry ſuita- 
bly to ſuch prayer, believe, obey, 
repent. | 

I am weary of ealie work, and fo 
give over. All thoſe other places in 
this Apoſtle's Epiſtles, that have 
any ſhew to oppoſe the Doctrine 
delivered, are to be interpreted. in 
purſuance. of this deſign, That men 
are juſtified only by pardon of fin, 
through the Propitiation, upon per- 
forming thoſe ccuditions pardon is 
promiſed to; and fo may the Gen- 
tiles be juſtified without ſuch per- 
fe& obedience tothe Law, or meri- 
torious priviledges, or fatisfaQions. 
It I ſhould proceed, I can only re- 
peat the ſame again and again, with 
very little variation, . upon the pla- 
ces following, Gal.'2.11,12,13,14, 
15,16. Galt. 3. 

Gal. 5. 2. Paul once circumciſed 
Timothy , yet here faith, Behold 1 
Paul ſay unto you , If you be circum- 
ciſed , that is, upon this account 
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( elſe he would not have ſpoken fo 
ſeverely ) to make you ſuch worthy: 
perſons as to need no pardon; Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothing. 

Ver. 3. For I teſtifie again to every 
van that ſhall now be ( thus, or on 
this account ) errewmeiſed, be is a deb- 
tor to the whole Law, He muſt look 
to it that he fail not in the leaſt ; 
for he virtually diſclaims all pardon 
by Chriſt, and fo ſhall not have it. 

So, Tit. 3.5. Not by works of righ- 
teonſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he ſaved ws , by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
wewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Ver.7.That 
being juſtified by his grace, &c. This 
Scripture tells us what is meant by 
work , and what by faith; and plain- 
ly, to any conſidering man, Farmes 
2. 14, to theend. : 

When ſome had ( it is probable ) 
miſ-underſtood ſuch expreſſions in 
St. PauPs Epiſtles, as if only belie- 
ving the truth was enough for ſal- 
vation 3 the Apoſtle James ſhews, 
that- by Abraham's faith , was meant 

Aa 2 his 
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his faith and obedience; and faith 
that thoſe words, believed God, mean 
believed God and obeyed him, in of- 
fering up his ſon; and other diff. 
culties like that, 1 Maccab. 2.52. Wa 
rot Abraham found faithful in temp- 
tation? and it was imputed to hin 
for righteouſneſs? As Phineas executed 
judgment, and it was counted to hin 
for righteouſneſs throughout all gene- 
rations; that is, God rewarded him 
graciouſly with aneverlaſting Prieſt- 
hood, as if he had been a righte- 
ous man, a deſerving man; when 
yet he was not, by the Apoſtle Pau/'s 
argument, that the word [| counted] 
implieth it was not due to him ſo do- 
ing, but of grace : Ver.22,23.#hen 
be offered up his ſon , then the Scrip- 
tyre was fulfilled, perfectly explain- 
ed, that;ſaith, Abraham believed God, 
aud it was imputed to bim for righ- 
teouſneſs 3 that is, God acquitted and 
rewarded him upon his faith and o- 
bedience, as if he had been a righ- 


- teous man in the (ſtrifteſt ſenſe, whea 


indeed he was not, 
And 
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And you may obſerve it would as 
much ſerve the Apoſtle Parl's ar- 
ouing , and ſupport what he builds 
upon It, if the very words had run 
thus, Abraham believed and obeyed, 
and it was counted, &c. and it is 
plain that was the meaning, as you 
may ſee, Gem: 22.8. Inthy ſeed ſhall 
all natians be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt 
obeged my voice : or it they had run 
thus , He walked before God, and was 
wpricht, and it was counted, &c. and 
this is ſaid ineffe&, 1n ſaying, If he. 
did fo, God would do great things 
for him, cap. 17. 2. Or if the words 
had been expreſly thus; Abraham 
feared God , and it was accounted to 
him for righteonſneſs * and we do 
read as much in ſenſe, though not in 
expreſs words, Gen. 22.12. For yow 
T know thou feareſi God , ſeeing thou 
haſt not with-held,&c. Ver.16. By my 
ſelf have 1 ſworn, For becauſe thou haſt 
done this thing, and baſt not with held 
thy ſon , that in bleſſing T will bleſs 
thee. It would be a poor blefling, if 
it did not include juſtification, I ſay, 
had 
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had the words run fo, the Apoſtle is 
ſo far from excluding theſe things 
from being a condition of juſtifica- 
tion, that ſuch words would as well 
have proved what he is proving ; 
only they would not fo occaſionally 
have ſerved to preſs them to the 
great difficult duty of that day, the 
believing Chriſt's Reſurrection. 


